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Home Affairs 

Communities and Local Government 

Local authorities receive fresh cash injection to tackle extremism 
Local authorities will receive a £7.5m funding boost to tackle Al-Qaeda influenced 
extremism, Communities Secretary John Denham announced today. The new funding 
will give them greater flexibility to support a broader range of activities to improve the 
effectiveness of the Prevent programme. 
The extra funding backs new cross-Government guidance, also published today, which 
reflects feedback from local authorities and from Muslim communities. The Prevent 
programme, which aims to challenge any potential support for, or involvement in, Al-
Qaeda type violence, has grown in strength and support over the past year. 
The new guidance acknowledges that the effectiveness of the programme can be 
reduced if the labelling of local activities or their restriction solely to Muslim communities 
discourages some groups from becoming involved. 
This additional funding will allow local authorities to do even more work to bring 
communities together to condemn violent extremism. It is in addition to existing funding 
to local authorities to deliver the Prevent strategy. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1321898  
 

 
Home Office 

Delivering the Prevent Strategy: An Updated Guide for Local Partners 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/updated-
guide-for-local-partners?view=Binary  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-04727 Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Scottish Labour): The Life of Ernest Levy— 
That the Parliament pays tribute to the life of Ernest Levy, holocaust survivor and 
inspiration to successive generations; admires the warmth and humanity that 
characterised Ernest’s teachings despite the brutalising experience and inhumanity that 
he suffered at the hands of the Nazis; feels privileged that, after leaving his native 
Hungary, Ernest chose to make Scotland his home; believes that his more than 40 years 
here has made our country a richer place; is grateful for the countless times that Ernest 
selflessly made himself available to talk to young and old about the horrors of the 
holocaust despite the toll recounting his years in Auschwitz-Birkenau and the other death 
camps took on him; recognises the contribution that Ernest made as cantor of the 
Giffnock and Newlands congregation, the love that he gave and received from his own 
family, the respect in which he was held in the wider community and the impact that he 
had on all who met him, and thanks Ernest for a life that could so easily have been cut 
short but instead has shone like the single light that gave him hope and inspiration at a 
time of hate and prejudice. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17197 
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Israel 

Downing Street 

Press conference with Benjamin Netanyahu 
Gordon Brown: …I reiterated that we in the United Kingdom will always remain a strong 
friend of Israel and that Israelis and Palestinians will always be able to count on our 
support for peace. We share a vision of a secure and confident Israel, accepted and 
welcomed by its neighbour alongside, after decades of waiting, a secure and viable 
Palestine in a region at peace with itself. 
I strongly agree with Prime Minister Netanyahu …that the Palestinian economy must be 
allowed to flourish, so I strongly welcome his recent moves to remove checkpoints on the 
West Bank. … I made clear that a settlement activity was a barrier to a two state solution. 
I’m increasingly confident, however, that there is a genuine will to make progress; that a 
freeze in such activity would result in meaningful steps towards normalisation from Arab 
states. … 
Benjamin Netanyahu: …I discussed with the Prime Minister the need to prevent Iran 
from developing nuclear weapons. It’s clear such weapons would pose a great threat to 
Israel, to our region, to the world and I’d like to take the opportunity to commend the 
continued efforts of the British government to address this threat. … 
…I reiterated Israel’s commitment to peace and outlined what I believe is the winning 
formula for peace: a demilitarised Palestinian state that recognises the Jewish state. 
…my government has removed, to be precise, 147 checkpoints and roadblocks. The 14 
remaining checkpoints, 12 of them are manned 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to 
facilitate movement. I have extended the time of passage on the Allenby Bridge on the 
Jordan River in order to facilitate movement in and out of the Palestinian territories. … 
…There has to be not merely a partner on the other side, there has to be a courageous 
partner …They have to say unequivocally ‘it’s over. We are going to make a real peace. 
It’ll be a final peace. It will be a peace that will end all claims to further conflict. It’ll be a 
peace that will resolve the Palestinian refugee issue once and for all and just as Jews 
can come to Israel, Palestinians can come to the Palestinian state.’ 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17197
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But not in Israel, because there has to be a Jewish state and if we’re asked to recognise 
a Palestinian state as the nation state of the Palestinian people, it is absolutely essential 
that the Palestinian leadership says to the Palestinian people ‘you will have to accept 
Israel as the nation state of the Jewish people.’ Recognition is the pivot of peace. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20427  

 
 
Council of Europe 

Javier Solana, EU High Representative for the CFSP, to visit the Middle East 
Javier Solana, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy 
(CFSP), will visit the Middle East from Sunday, 30 August to Wednesday, 2 September 
2009. Mr Solana will visit Syria, Israel, the Palestinian Territories, Egypt and Lebanon. His 
trip takes place in the context of the major push by the international community towards a 
resolution of the Israeli-Arab conflict. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/sg/109886.pdf  

 
 
Trades Union Congress (see also "Other Relevant Information" below) 

General Council Report 
The TUC's work on Palestine was dominated by the conflict in Gaza …Following the 
Israeli invasion, the TUC wrote to Foreign Secretary David Miliband calling on him to use 
all avenues to stop the violence, including seeking a UN Security Council resolution, and 
the suspension of the EU-Israel Association Agreement talks. The TUC also urged the 
lifting of the Israeli blockade of Gaza, and pursuit of a two-state solution, free of 
occupation, rocket attacks, settlements and illegal walls. …The TUC lodged a protest with 
the Israeli Ambassador to the UK over the Israeli Defence Forces' harsh treatment of 
participants at the PGFTU's May Day rally. … 
To read the full report see 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/congress/tuc-16886-f6.cfm#tuc-16886-6  
 
Motion and amendments  

76 Palestine 
 

For full details see 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/congress/tuc-16887-f4.cfm#tuc-16887-4  

 
 
BBC 

Hamas condemns Holocaust lessons  
Gaza's ruling Islamist movement Hamas has resisted suggestions that Palestinian 
children should be taught about the Holocaust in UN-run schools. The head of its 
education committee in Gaza, Abdul Rahman el-Jamal, told the BBC that the Holocaust 
was a "big lie". He said that to teach it would be to "grant a big favour" to Israel, which has 
been fighting Hamas for years. …During the Holocaust, Nazi Germany murdered some six 
million Jews. However, the event's significance is often disputed in parts of the Middle 
East where Israel is seen as the enemy and the Holocaust is seen as a tool used by Israel 
to justify its actions.  
To read the full report see 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/8230483.stm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Trades Union Congress 

Motions and amendments 
09   Fighting the BNP and far right 
10   Fighting fascism 
11   Stop the BNP 
12   Against racism, against homophobia 
13   The BNP and the fight against racism 

For full details see 
http://www.tuc.org.uk/congress/tuc-16887-f2.cfm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earnin
g-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary 
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