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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

A viable Palestinian state alongside a secure state of Israel 
…During his visit to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Ivan Lewis met the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Dr. Riyad Al Malki. …Ivan Lewis …made clear the UK's position on the 
building of Israeli barriers alongside Palestinian land. " …we desperately want to support 
progress towards a genuine two state solution. That means a viable Palestinian state 
alongside a secure state of Israel. We have always been clear, the British government, 
that the rights of the Israelis to build a barrier on their own land to protect their own 
security, that they have that right. But we have equally been clear that they shouldn’t be 
building that barrier alongside Palestinian land. …" 
In Israel, Ivan Lewis met Deputy Foreign Minister, Danny Ayalon, the Minister for 
Strategic Affairs, Moshe Ya’alon, and the Leader of the Opposition and Kadima Chair 
Tzipi Livni. He also visited the southern Israeli town of Sderot where he met the Mayor 
David Buskila. "…We have made it very clear that in terms of attempts to unfairly attack 
Israel both in Britain and internationally, whether it be via boycott campaigns or whether it 
be by those who propose arms embargos, we will not support or approve of those kind of 
actions against the state of Israel.  
We regard them as inappropriate, unacceptable and illegitimate and we as a British 
Government will continue to oppose very strongly the notion that boycotts or arms 
embargoes do anything to promote Middle East peace or an appropriate response to the 
state of Israel. 
We want to see humanitarian access to be as free and as open as possible to Gaza. We 
understand the very real security challenges that Israel faces in terms of not just Hamas 
but other militia organisations that are functioning from within Gaza. We have grave 
concerns about the tunnels that we know are growing and multiplying in Gaza, some of 
which are clearly smuggling food and other supplies but equally some are being used for 
the smuggling of arms and we have grave concerns about that. 
We’ve (also) made it very clear that we support an immediate freezing of all settlement 
activities and we’ve always regarded settlements as being unlawful and we believe that 
President Obama’s absolutely right to demand that immediate freezing of Israeli 
settlement activity. …" 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=20745506  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Business and Enterprise, Defence, Foreign 
Affairs and International Development Committees 
 

Scrutiny of Arms Export Controls (2009): UK Strategic Export Controls Annual 
Report 2007, Quarterly Reports for 2008, licensing policy and review of export 
control legislation 
includes  
… We conclude that it is regrettable that components supplied by the UK were almost 
certainly used in a variety of ways by Israeli forces during the recent conflict in Gaza and 
that the Government should continue to do everything possible to ensure that this does 
not happen in future. We conclude that the Government is correct to assess the granting 
of licences for export on a case-by-case basis and we endorse decisions not to grant a 
number of licences in relation to Israel. This includes the refusal of licences to supply a 
variety of components for end-use by Israel since the war in Lebanon in 2006. We further 
conclude that the Government’s review of extant licences relating to Israel is to be 
welcomed, as is its stated intention of assessing the need to revoke any which should be 
reconsidered in light of the Gaza conflict. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmquad/178/178.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Other relevant information 

Lockerbie Prisoner Release 

The Official Report of today's emergency session of the Scottish Parliament will be 
available online tomorrow. 

 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice Kenny MacAskill: Decisions on the applications for 
prisoner transfer and compassionate release in relation to Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed 
Al-Megrahi (20 August 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/This-Week/Speeches/Safer-and-
stronger/lockerbiedecision  

 
Scottish Government Press Notice: Lockerbie prisoner released (20 August 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/08/20080736  
 
 
 

Equalities and Human Rights Commission 

Commission issues county court proceedings against the BNP 
The Equality and Human Rights Commission has today issued county court proceedings 
against the British National Party in respect of its constitution and membership criteria. 
The court has set a date of Wednesday 2 September for a hearing for the Commission’s 
application for an injunction against the BNP. …The Commission has decided not to take 
action on two further grounds set out in its letter before action in the light of the BNP's 
commitment to comply with the law. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/commission-issues-county-court-
proceedings-against-the-bnp/  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/22187
8/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
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