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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Lloyds Banking Group: Islamic Bank of Britain 
Jo Swinson: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer whether officials of his Department 
have had recent discussions with representatives of Lloyds Banking Group on its 
decision to order the Islamic Bank of Britain to cease processing payments for Interpal. 
[288313] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry [holding answer 20 July 2009]: The Treasury has regular 
discussions with the banking sector on financial crime and financial sanctions 
issues. This includes ongoing discussions about the provision of banking services 
to individuals or entities who are on UK, US or international sanctions lists. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
50.htm#09072272000026  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gilad Shalit 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department is taking to secure the release of Gilad Shalit. [283350] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer July 2009]: The UK continues to call on Hamas 
for the immediate, unconditional, and safe release of Corporal Shalit. My right hon. 
Friend the Foreign Secretary made this clear in his press statement on 25 June 
2009 and the message was also reiterated during the EU Foreign Ministers’ 
meeting on 15 June 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
30.htm#09072269000016  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0050.htm#09072272000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0050.htm#09072272000026
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0030.htm#09072269000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0030.htm#09072269000016


 
2 

 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether evidence has been reported to him of war crimes being committed in Gaza by 
(a) the Israeli Defence Force and (b) Hamas. [288379] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: There are several reports in the public domain submitted by 
various international organisations and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 
on the issue of alleged war crimes committed by both sides during the recent 
Gaza conflict. The most recent report of 2 July 2009 from Amnesty alleges that 
breaches of international humanitarian law were committed by both Israel and 
Hamas. 
As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has continued to state since 12 
January 2009, we take seriously all allegations of breaches of international 
humanitarian law during the Gaza conflict and have consistently stated that they 
should be properly investigated. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
31.htm#09072269000025  
 

Palestinians: Israel 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take during the next 12 months at the United 
Nations in respect of recognition by the Palestinian Authority of the State of Israel as a 
Jewish state; and if he will make a statement. [287521] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We welcome the fact that the Palestinian Authority recognises the 
state of Israel and is prepared to negotiate a peace deal with it. 
The nature of the state of Israel, and the role that religion plays, is a matter for 
Israelis, although we would expect Israel to respect the rights of minorities as 
undertaken in Israel’s declaration of independence and basic laws. We welcome 
the fact that the Israeli Government has not said that Palestinian recognition of 
Israel as a Jewish state should be a precondition for entering negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 
The UK position is clear that a comprehensive peace should be based on two 
states, living side by side within secure and agreed borders based on those of 
1967, with Jerusalem as the capital for both states. Such a solution is the only way 
to do justice to the national aspirations of the Jewish people and of the 
Palestinians. 
The two-state solution was envisioned in UN Security Council resolution (UNSCR) 
1850 of 16 December 2008, which the UK supported, and reaffirmed by the UK-
led UNSCR 1860 of 8 January 2009. The UK will continue to make this position 
clear in future UN discussions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
31.htm#09072269000027  
 

Palestinians: EC Aid 
Andrew Stunell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
recent discussions he has had with the European Commission on non-governmental 
organisations delivering humanitarian aid to Gaza in co-operation with Hamas. [286919] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The issue was most recently discussed at a meeting 
between Department for International Development and EU officials on 6 May. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
29.htm#09072260000023  

 
Palestinians: International Assistance 

Andrew Stunell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
representations he has made to the United States Treasury Department’s Office of 
Foreign Aid Control on the provision of emergency licences to USAID-partner 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0031.htm#09072269000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0031.htm#09072269000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0031.htm#09072269000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0031.htm#09072269000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0029.htm#09072260000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0029.htm#09072260000023
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organisations to engage social services and civil society in Gaza. [286920] 
Mr. Douglas Alexander: I have not made representations to the United States 
Department of the Treasury on this issue. 

Andrew Stunell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps 
his Department plans to take in respect of UK-based, aid-giving non-governmental 
organisations which deliver aid with the co-operation of Hamas. [286921] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The UK Government expect all partner organisations 
and agencies to take the utmost care when carrying out their work in Gaza to fulfil 
their obligations under EU and UK legislation, including in relation to contact with 
Hamas. We have informed our partners of this position. 

Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assistance his Department is giving to enable aid to reach Gaza. [288359] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development (DFID) 
has provided £1 million to the World Food Programme (WFP) to co-ordinate the 
relief items brought into Gaza by the UN and non-governmental organisations, to 
ensure that aid reaches those in most need. WFP’s work includes the provision of 
transport, logistics and co-ordination of advocacy for improved access. This is part 
of DFID’s almost £50 million overall response to the recent fighting in Gaza. 
The UK Government continue to press the Israeli Government to allow full, 
consistent and unhindered access to Gaza for aid and aid workers, as well as to 
relax restrictions on the types of goods that are allowed to cross the border. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
29.htm#09072260000024  
 

Spirit of Humanity 
Mr. Drew: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when he 
expects to complete his investigation into The Spirit of Humanity interception; and by 
what means he plans to communicate his findings to hon. Members. [288870] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary raised this issue with 
the Israeli Foreign Minister on 1 July 2009. We have also raised this with officials 
from the Israeli embassy in London and await further clarification. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
31.htm#09072269000029  

 
 
Downing Street 

Pre-recess Press Conference 
 

Journalist: Prime Minister, there’s been a lot of pressure recently on Israel to end its 
settlements policy. What is the international community, and Britain in particular, asking 
of the Arab world? And, in relation to Hezbollah, which is well-documented to be re-
arming, the leadership of Hezbollah have made very clear that there’s no difference 
between the military and political wings of Hezbollah. Why is the Foreign Office engaging 
in the political areas of Hezbollah? 

Prime Minister: First of all, the Foreign Office is right to try and secure a better 
peace in Lebanon. Secondly, as far as settlements, we have appealed to the 
Israeli government to end the policy of expanding settlements. I appreciated the 
comments that Mr Netanyahu made after his visit to America; that he was 
prepared to consider a two-state solution. I think the next stage is Israel being 
prepared to consider a freeze on settlements. Then I believe you would have a 
response - and I hope you would have a response - from the Arab world, and I 
believe that that response in the end has got to be about the recognition of Israel. 

To read the full transcript of the press conference see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20124  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0029.htm#09072260000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0029.htm#09072260000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0031.htm#09072269000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0031.htm#09072269000029
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20124
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Master of the Rolls 
The Queen has been pleased to approve that The Right Honourable The Lord Neuberger 
of Abbotsbury be appointed as Master of the Rolls with effect from 1 October 2009 … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20126  

 
 
Department for International Development 

Gaza six months on: Working with MAG to clear unexploded ordnance 
Since the bombardment of Gaza ended, Mines Advisory Group Gaza has been working 
closely with the UN Mine Action Service, with funding support from DFID to reduce the 
threat from unexploded ordnance …MAG knew it was vital …rapidly to clear these items 
and educate local populations on the dangers they pose - two young children from 
Sheja’eyya were tragically killed just after the ceasefire whilst playing with a grenade. 
Sadly, they were not to be the only victims. …Damaged health clinics and hospitals were 
checked for unexploded ordnance, as were water treatment plants. Mills providing flour 
to produce bread to feed hungry mouths were also quickly checked, and 45 schools in 
Gaza were declared safe by MAG before the start of term, allowing children to return 
back to their classes without fear. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-
with-DFID-to-clear-unexploded-ordnance/  
 
Gaza six months on: Working with Islamic Relief to provide life-saving supplies 

…Islamic Relief - with funding from DFID worth £661,000, has provided food to 30,000 
war-affected families and fortified milk to 3,345 pre-school children every day. …we have 
also provided psychosocial support to 50,000 children, enabled 70 schools to access 
clean water and supported the only artificial limbs centre in Gaza.  …One of the most 
profound effects of the conflict has been the psychological trauma experienced by 
Gaza’s children. They saw their homes and schools destroyed, and friends and family 
wounded or killed. Many are suffering from anxiety, depression and post-traumatic stress 
disorder as a result of the violence and the loss of everything they knew.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-
with-Islamic-Relief-to-provide-life-saving-supplies/  
 
Gaza six months on: Working with Mercy Corps to provide mental health services 
…Muna Talal Samuni …had to flee her house during the conflict, a horrifying experience 
in which she lost both her parents. Muna, her six brothers and two sisters were only able 
to return to their damaged house a few days before we visited her.  …So far, Mercy 
Corps’ psychosocial team has provided 4,000 children such as Muna with safe spaces 
and psychosocial support sessions.  Over 3,600 parents and caregivers have also 
attended support and training sessions. Through these and other related activities 
focusing on awareness raising and information sharing, families and communities have 
been able to begin their recovery.  …“The war has brought about shortages of food, 
medical supplies and water, but the psychological toll is just as devastating…we have 
witnessed the growth of fear, anxiety, desperation and depression amongst children and 
youth. Parents, schools and other caregivers are often unable to cope with these issues 
and they do not have the tools to recognize and treat them.”  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-
with-MercyCorps-to-provide-mental-health-services/  
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http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20126
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-with-DFID-to-clear-unexploded-ordnance/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-with-DFID-to-clear-unexploded-ordnance/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-with-Islamic-Relief-to-provide-life-saving-supplies/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-with-Islamic-Relief-to-provide-life-saving-supplies/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-with-MercyCorps-to-provide-mental-health-services/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/Case-Studies/2009/Gaza-six-months-on-Working-with-MercyCorps-to-provide-mental-health-services/
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Hamas 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with aid agencies based in the UK to ensure that aid they 
provide is not misappropriated by Hamas; and if he will make a statement. [287519] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: All the organisations the Department for International 
Development (DFID) funds must meet their obligations in respect to EU and UK 
legislation on contact with Hamas. DFID officials are in regular contact with our 
partners to underline this position. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w00
30.htm#09072269000018  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Bill as amended in Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/2009069.pdf  

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/su048-ive.htm  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 

TOP 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/text/90721w0030.htm#09072269000018
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http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
closes in 5 days 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (closes 28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
 

Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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