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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical question: Sharia Tribunals 
Gary Streeter: Given the increase in tribunals practising sharia law in this country, can 
the Secretary of State or one of his excellent Ministers explain how that dovetails with the 
law of the land? How is it compatible with our commitment to human rights and, for 
example, the equality of women under the laws of this country? [288127]  

Mr. Straw: Any domestic tribunal, as the so-called sharia courts are, has to 
comply with the law of the land, and the statutory basis with which they have to 
comply is an Act passed under the last Conservative Administration —the 
Arbitration Act 1996. This Government have no less an interest than any other 
party in seeing the strictest observance of British law by everybody who is resident 
in or subject to this jurisdiction, regardless of their confessional faith. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/debtext/90721-
0003.htm#09072161000036 

 
 
House of Commons Communities and Local Government 
Committee 

Inquiry into 'Prevent', the Government's programme for preventing violent extremism 
The Committee will be considering the effectiveness of the 'Prevent' programme to date, 
and its likely effectiveness in the future, with particular reference to the following 
questions: 

§ Is the Prevent programme the right way of addressing the problem of violent 
extremism, or are there better ways of doing it? 

§ How robust is the Government's analysis of the factors which lead people to 
become involved in violent extremism? Is the 'Prevent' programme appropriately 
targeted to address the most important of those factors? 

§ How appropriate, and how effective, is the Government's strategy for engaging 
with communities? Has the Government been speaking to the right people? Has 
its programme reached those at whom it is—or should be—aimed? 

§ Is the necessary advice and expertise available to local authorities on how to 
implement and evaluate the programme? 

§ Are the objectives of the 'Prevent' agenda being communicated effectively to 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/debtext/90721-0003.htm#09072161000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/debtext/90721-0003.htm#09072161000036
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those at whom it is aimed? 
§ Is the Government seeking, and obtaining, appropriate advice on how to achieve 

the goals of the 'Prevent' programme? 
§ How effectively has the Government evaluated the effectiveness of the 

programme and the value for money which is being obtained from it? Have 
reactions to the programme been adequately gauged? 

§ Is there adequate differentiation between what should be achieved through the 
Prevent programme and the priorities that concern related, but distinct, policy 
frameworks such as cohesion and integration? 

http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm 
 

 
House of Commons Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
Committee 

Ofwat Price Review 2009 
Includes consideration of changes to surface water drainage charging that affect 
synagogues and other communal buildings.  
… The Minster agreed that it was not acceptable for Ofwat to pass responsibility to the 
water companies or claim it had no legal powers to correct the situation. He added that 
the guidance made it “absolutely clear that there is the ability to have some discretion 
here within the regime that will allow the concerns of those groups to be properly 
addressed”. … 
Ofwat should have intervened earlier and harder on this issue. It is not sufficient for the 
regulator to lay the blame with a company for poor communication while not attempting 
to help clarify action that water companies needed to take.  
Ofwat must now develop a clear protocol to guide all water companies to ensure that a 
fair and affordable charging regime can be introduced throughout England which properly 
reflects community based organisations’ ability to pay for water services.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmenvfru/554/554i.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Racial Hatred 
Lord Ahmed: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people have been convicted 
of offences of racial hatred under (a) the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006; and (b) 
Sections 17—23 of the Public Order Act 1986. [HL5115] 

Lord West of Spithead: Available information provided by the Ministry of Justice, 
covering the period from 2004 to 2007 (latest available) is provided in the attached 
table. 

Number of persons found guilty at all courts for selected 
sections of the Public Order Act 1986, and the Racial and 
Religious Hatred Act 2006 (1)(2) 

 Year 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Public Order Act 1986(3)     

Section 18(4) 2 1 3 7 

Section 19(5) - 6 2 - 

http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmenvfru/554/554i.pdf
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Section 21(6) - 1 - - 

Section 22(7) 1 1 2 - 

Section 23(8) - - - 2 

Total 3 9 7 9 

Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 : : : - 
: Not applicable. 
(1) The statistics relate to persons for whom these offences were the principal 
offences for which they were dealt with. When a defendant has been found guilty of 
two or more offences the principal offence is the offence for which the heaviest 
penalty is imposed. Where the same disposal is imposed for two or more offences, 
the offence selected is the offence for which the statutory maximum penalty is the 
most severe. 
(2) Every effort is made to ensure that the figures presented are accurate and 
complete. However, it is important to note that these data have been extracted from 
large administrative data systems generated by the courts and police forces. As a 
consequence, care should be taken to ensure data collection processes and their 
inevitable limitations are taken into account when those data are used. 
(3). There were no persons found guilty for Sections 17 or 20. 
Offence description: 
(4). Use of words or behaviour or display of written material intended or likely to stir 
up racial hatred. 
(5). Publishing or distributing written material intended or likely to stir up racial 
hatred. 
(6). Distributing, showing or playing a recording intended or likely to stir up racial 
hatred. 
(7). Broadcasting or including a programme in programme service intended or likely 
to stir up racial hatred. 
(8). Possession of a racially inflammatory piece of material. 
Source: Evidence and Analysis Unit—Office for Criminal Justice Reform 
IOS Ref: 376-09 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0011.htm#090721
49001349  

 
 

House of Commons Home Affairs Committee 
Race issues persist ten years after report says Committee 
On issues like stop and search and the DNA database, the situation involving race has 
worsened, and within the police’s own workforce racism still persists …police have made 
"tremendous strides" in the service they provide to ethnic minority communities and in 
countering racism amongst its own workforce. Sixty-seven of Macpherson’s 70 
recommendations have been implemented fully or in part in the ten years since his report 
was published. However, black communities in particular are disproportionately 
represented in stop and search statistics and on the National DNA Database and in fact 
the gap has increased since 1999.  …The Committee also expresses its disappointment 
that the police service will not meet its target to employ seven per cent of officers from 
ethnic minority communities nationally by 2009 and that black and minority ethnic officers 
continue to experience difficulties in achieving promotion, as well as being more likely to 
be subject to disciplinary procedures. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/07/race-issues-persist-ten-years-after-report-says-
committee/  
 

 

The Macpherson Report—Ten Years On 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmhaff/427/427.pdf  
 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0011.htm#09072149001349
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0011.htm#09072149001349
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Israeli Settlements 
includes 
col 193WH  Rob Marris: …When the United Kingdom was an imperial power, we went 
to places such as Canada, Australia and Rhodesia, and occupied them militarily. We 
stole the land, and people went to live there. Those countries, under UK control, were 
called colonies. “Settlement” is a cosy word, and I will use it because it is the common 
word, but the west bank, the Golan heights, Gaza and East Jerusalem are colonies, and 
we should not lose sight of that. 
I have no quarrel with the people of Israel, but I do have a quarrel with the successive 
Israeli Governments whom some Israeli people chose to elect, and it is sad that the 
bright ambition for a better future of many Jews who move to Palestine has been 
tarnished by a state that is, although in many ways successful, in some ways a failed 
state. It has fallen out with most of its neighbours, so it cannot guarantee the security of 
its citizens, which is sad. I emphasise that I support the right of Israel to exist, and I also 
support a two-state solution …the military areas, the nature reserves and so on—have 
resulted in about 12 per cent. of historic Palestine being left with the Palestinians and 88 
per cent., one way or another, with the Israelis. That is down from 1948 when the Israelis 
had 54 per cent. and the Palestinians had 48 per cent., and that makes it is extremely 
difficult to have peace in the middle east. …In 1972, there were about 10,500 settlers in 
the west bank, Gaza, East Jerusalem and the Golan heights. The latest figures that I 
have, for 2007, show that there are about 474,000 settlers in the west bank, East 
Jerusalem and the Golan heights. They are no longer in Gaza because in 2005 the 
settlements there were evacuated. …In 2008, the population of the state of Israel 
increased by 1.8 per cent., but the population of the settlements increased by 5.6 per 
cent …I will discuss the legal position, but I will not discuss the many attacks by settlers 
on Palestinians, most of which, as far as one can tell, are not punished. I will not talk 
about the intricacies of labelling goods and products from the settlements, but I will talk 
about the legality of some of those issues. I will not talk about the labour standards 
suffered by the estimated 20,000 to 30,000 Palestinians who work on settlement land 
now controlled by Israelis, and who do not often get minimum labour standards such as 
the minimum wage. …There is a strong argument that Israeli settlements are explicitly a 
war crime … 
will the Minister confirm that UK-based charities should not donate money to 
settlements? That is certainly the pattern in the USA, and I would appreciate some clarity 
about the legal position of charities in the UK. … 
 

col 198WH  Evan Harris: …as someone who recognises Israel’s security needs 
…although Israel has security issues, the settlements make them worse. Not only are the 
settlements unlawful by any judgment of international law, and not only are they 
unacceptable, a provocation and a barrier to the peace process, but they make the task 
of providing security for Israel—I recognise the need to do that—more difficult. …That 
leads many of those, such as myself, who are more receptive to Israel’s security needs 
to question whether Israel’s settlements policy is an adequate motive for many of the 
other things that Israel does. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721
h0001.htm#09072145000001  
 

Evan Harris: …it is unacceptable for British consumers not to know which products 
come from illegal Israeli settlements in the west bank. We have all sorts of labelling 
requirements that are not justified scientifically—on genetic modification, for example—
but there is no provision to introduce labelling on a human rights issue that it is critical for 
people to understand if they are to make an informed choice and show where their 
support lies. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0001.htm#09072145000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0001.htm#09072145000001
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col 199WH  Andy Slaughter:  …I was on the west bank in 2007 and I spent a harrowing 
morning with parliamentary colleagues watching the Israeli security services knocking 
down the upper floor of a Palestinian home, with bulldozers and cranes that had been 
brought to the village. Less than a kilometre away, across the valley, construction could 
be seen going on apace on a large Israeli settlement. If that seemed to us, as 
parliamentarians, an injustice crying out for vengeance, what did it seem to be to the 
Palestinian citizens of that village? The home in question was owned by a black family—I 
think the only black family in the village—who had left their original home and fled from 
Israeli violence in 1948, and had built the home that was now being destroyed by an 
occupying power. … 
 

col 201WH  Colin Breed: …The gradual erosion of Palestinian residence rights was 
designed to pass by stealth, unnoticed by the international community. …It is worth 
examining …the careful manipulation of the legal framework relating to land ownership in 
the west bank, to understand how that large-scale theft of Palestinian land was hidden 
behind a façade of legality. …We have seen a complete misuse of legal frameworks to 
justify the actions by the Israeli Administrations. …in the last few decades we have seen 
a gradual confiscation, theft and misuse of legal framework …The international 
community has, in many respects, stood by and allowed that to happen. … 
 

col 204WH  Martin Linton: …The Israelis do not seem to care that it is illegal, under the 
fourth Geneva convention, to transfer a civilian population to an occupied territory; that it 
is illegal to expropriate land from the occupied population; that it is illegal to destroy their 
property; that it is illegal to discriminate against them by building settler-only roads; that it 
is illegal to fail to ensure public order … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721
h0002.htm 
 

col 205WH  Jeremy Corbyn: …An apartheid state is developing on the west bank with 
the settlements, specialist roads between them and checkpoints for Palestinians 
travelling around—to the extent that a journey that I made from Jericho to Jerusalem took 
six hours, by a series of buses and taxis, because of the number of roadblocks, closed 
crossings and all the rest of it. …The world cannot stand by and treat Israel as a normal 
state and say that it is a normal participant in international affairs. It is not! …If any other 
country in the world behaved like Israel—in a wholly illegal and abusive manner towards 
the people whom it occupies—it would face international sanction. … 
 

col 206WH   Eric Joyce: …It has been widely accepted, since the Oslo accords were 
signed in 1993, that some settlements will remain in Israel in exchange for ceding Israeli 
land to the Palestinians. Although we know that Olmert and Abbas failed to come to a 
final agreement over a two-state solution, it is useful to see how the issue of land swaps 
was dealt with. Olmert reportedly offered Abbas territory equal in size to 100 per cent. of 
the land occupied in 1967 by means of a land swap. Olmert proposed that the 
Palestinians establish their state on 93.5 per cent. of the west bank, receiving another 
5.8 per cent. through a land-exchange deal with Israel. The rest was offered in the form 
of a safe-passage corridor from the west bank to the Gaza strip. Olmert’s plan left the 
major settlement blocs of Ma’ale Adumim, Ariel and Gush Etzion in Israel’s control, in 
exchange for the southern Hebron hills—colleagues will be aware of this—the Judean 
hills and the Beit She’an valley. I understand that that was turned down—Saeb Erekat 
appears to confirm this—on the basis that previous offers, made at Camp David for 
example, had been much better. …In my view, a deal that allows Israel to keep major 
settlement blocs, situated just beyond the 1967 green line and that compensates the 
Palestinians with land swaps is a good deal. … 
 

col 206WH  Jo Swinson: …I should …like to remind hon. Members that over the many 
years of this conflict there have been crimes, abuses and breaches of trust on both sides. 
…Let us be clear: the settlements are illegal, and if we are to have any prospect of peace 
in the middle east, they have to go. A freeze is just the starting point; ultimately, the 
settlements will have to be dismantled. …The west bank has been sliced, diced and 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0002.htm
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carved up as part of a deliberate strategy, and the settlements have been part of the 
tactic. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721
h0003.htm  
 

col 211WH  David Lidington: …there is the Israeli experience of Gaza. The fact that 
withdrawal from the settlements led not to an enduring peace in the south but to rocket 
attacks from the Gaza strip, has led not only traditional hawks, but many people in the 
Knesset and among the Israeli electorate who still think of themselves as advocates for 
peace, to be sceptical about the value of early withdrawal from existing Israeli 
settlements. …the experience not only of settlements, but of the expropriation of 
property, segregated roadways, checkpoints and security arrangements that are in place 
to protect Israeli settlements, can only add to a sense of grievance and alienation among 
ordinary Palestinians …Unless the Israeli Government face up to that reality, they will 
find that more and more young Palestinians give up on the idea of a two-state solution. I 
speak from anecdotal evidence, but I have been alarmed by the number of Palestinians 
who say openly that they will give up on a two-state solution and wait, as they believe, for 
demographic trends to do the work until the day when there is an Arab majority in the 
territories now occupied by Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories. … 
 

col 212WH  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr. Ivan 
Lewis): …By changing the physical facts on the ground, Israeli settlement construction 
unilaterally prejudices the outcome of any final peace solution. Moreover, continued 
construction threatens the geographic possibility of a contiguous Palestinian state. …we 
recognise Israel’s right to self-defence and to protect its citizens by constructing the 
barrier. However, the barrier must be built exclusively on Israeli territory. As Israeli courts 
have ruled frequently, any part of the barrier that is not on Israeli territory is simply illegal. 
…Although we cannot disclose legal advice, Her Majesty’s Government believe, based 
on the legal assessment, that such imports [goods exported from the settlements] are not 
actually prohibited in UK law. …It is essential that the Palestinian Authority develop their 
capacity to govern, with institutions that serve the needs of their people. Hamas must put 
an end to violence, recognise past agreements and recognise Israel. Its behaviour—firing 
rockets at Israel, attacking rival political parties, smuggling arms, holding Gilad Shalit in 
captivity—demonstrates, sadly, that it is neither a partner in peace nor a constructive 
force in building a Palestinian state. At the same time, we make it clear that the Israeli 
Government must ease restrictions on the Gaza border and allow an immediate increase 
in the flow of essential aid and reconstruction materials into Gaza, as well as the 
legitimate flow of trade, goods and people. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721
h0004.htm  
 

 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

British-Israel Research and Academic Exchange Partnership 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will 
announce the results of the first round of applications to the Britain-Israel Research and 
Academic Exchange Partnership. [HL4040] 

The Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and 
Ministry of Defence (Lord Drayson): The results of the first round of applications 
to the Britain-Israel Research and Academic Exchange Partnership are expected 
to be announced in the autumn. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions the 
Secretary of State for Universities and Skills has had with his Israeli counterparts on the 
possibility of expanding the Britain-Israel Research and Academic Exchange Partnership 
scheme. [HL4041] 

Lord Drayson: There have been no discussions with the Israeli Government 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0004.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090721/halltext/90721h0004.htm
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about an expansion of the Britain-Israel Research and Academic Exchange 
Partnership (BIRAX) scheme. The first academic awards for the scheme are now 
due to be announced in the autumn. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0002.htm#0907
2149001268  
 

Israel 
Lord Janner of Braunstone: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they are 
considering regarding the proposed United Kingdom academic boycotts against Israel. 
[HL4042] 

The Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and 
Ministry of Defence (Lord Drayson): The UK Government fully support 
academic freedom and are firmly against any academic boycotts of Israel or Israeli 
academics. It is important to note that there are no proposals for a United 
Kingdom academic boycott against Israel and no such policy exists currently. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0008.htm#0907
2149001324  

 
 
United Nations 

Ban calls on Israel, Palestinians to take steps to transform Middle East peace 
process 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today urged Israel to freeze its settlement activity in the 
West Bank and the Palestinian Authority to intensify its efforts on the ground as he 
stressed the need for “an agenda of transformative change” in the Middle East peace 
process. 
“If Israel continues settlement activity, it will not only be acting contrary to international 
law but also to a strong international consensus,” Mr. Ban said in a message to the 
United Nations International Meeting on the Question of Palestine, held in Geneva. 
…While welcoming recent Israeli measures to ease closures on important West Bank 
routes, Mr. Ban said that authorities should also “cease unilateral actions in Jerusalem 
such as house demolitions.” 
He also voiced deep concern over living conditions for civilians in Gaza, the unstable 
political situation in the Strip and the potential for renewed conflict and instability. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31543&Cr=Palestin&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721-
0003.htm#09072151000041  

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0002.htm#09072149001268
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0002.htm#09072149001268
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0008.htm#09072149001324
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721w0008.htm#09072149001324
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31543&Cr=Palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721-0003.htm#09072151000041
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90721-0003.htm#09072151000041
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
closes in 6 days 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (closes 28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
** Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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