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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Census 
Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the Written Answer by Baroness 
Crawley on 24 June (WA 282), whether they will review the census question on religion 
which currently permits one Christian answer without denominational distinction and lists 
five other religions; and why that question is as it is. [HL4806] 

Baroness Crawley: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the 
UK Statistics Authority. I have asked the authority to reply. 
Letter from Karen Dunnell, National Statistician, to Lord Laird, dated July 2009. 
As National Statistician I have been asked to reply to your recent question asking 
whether the census question on religion which currently permits one Christian 
answer without denominational distinction and lists five other religions will be 
reviewed; and why that question is as it is. (HL4806) 
The religion question was introduced in the 2001 census as a voluntary question 
and has been designed to collect information on religious affiliation, which is 
required by many users of census statistics for monitoring equality and planning of 
services. 
Question development for the 2011 census began in 2005. A detailed and lengthy 
process of user consultation, prioritisation of user requirements and qualitative and 
quantitative question testing has been carried out to inform decisions on the 
topics, content and design of questions to he included in the 2009 census 
rehearsal and 2011 census. 
As part of this process ONS has already considered the feasibility of an extended 
list of Christian denominations in the England and Wales census but rejected this 
approach for a number of reasons. 
Testing of a question with Christian denominations indicated that some 
respondents may interpret and answer the expanded question differently, which 
would make it difficult to compare data with those from the 2001 census. Trends in 
religious affiliation over time are required by many census users, primarily for 
service planning: three-quarters of the respondents to the 2007 consultation 
regarded comparability with the 2001 census question as essential. 
In addition, different and potentially a higher number of categories would be 
needed in Wales, which would make comparison across England and Wales 
difficult. 
Furthermore, space constraints on the census questionnaire for England and 
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Wales mean that providing detailed breakdowns of the Christian category would 
result in losing other questions or compromising the questionnaire design, thereby 
putting the quality of responses and their comparability with 2001 data at risk. 
A key reason for including a question on religion in the 2001 census was to 
provide statistics on minority religions. This helped to provide benchmarks so that 
employers and public authorities, for example, could fulfil their duties under the 
Race Relations Act. The proposed 2011 question lists five other religions in 
addition to Christian: Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and Sikh. These religions 
are included as they are widely recognised as being the largest of the minority 
religions within the UK, although it is also proposed that there will be a “write-in” 
option, where those who wish to record themselves under any other religion may 
do so. 
Full details of this consideration are set out in an information paper relating to the 
development of the 2011 census religion question, which available on the 
website:http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-questionnaire-
content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html. 
ONS is currently testing a revised wording to the question on religion that asks 
“Which of these best describes you?” with no changes to the “No religion” and pre-
designated religion tick-boxes. 
More information about the further question testing programme is available on the 
website: 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/news-and-events/additional-
questionnaire-testing-planned/index.html. 
The programme of testing is not complete and consequently no decisions have yet 
been made about any of the possible revisions. The draft census order, which sets 
out the topics and particulars to be collected by each question, is currently 
scheduled to be laid before Parliament for approval around mid-October. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713w0001.htm#0907
132000160  

 
 
Department for Communities and Local Government 

Annual Report (Chapter 6: Cohesive Communities) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/corporate/pdf/1281142.pdf  

 
 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Defra minister pledges action on “rain tax” 
Environment Minister Huw Irranca-Davies has pledged that action will be taken on 
surface water drainage charges, sometimes referred to as the “rain tax”. …“We all agree 
that something is clearly wrong if Scout groups, churches and community organisations 
face huge hikes in their water bills." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2009/090714a.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debates 

“The Spirit of Humanity” 
includes: 
col 130  Emily Thornberry: “The Spirit of Humanity” sailed from Larnaca, Cyprus at the 
end of June … In the early hours of 30 June, while they were still in international waters, 
they were surrounded by Israeli gunboats and threatened with being fired on. Their radar 
and communications systems were jammed and they were warned hourly that they must 
change course because, “You are headed for a blockaded area. All force necessary will 
be used.” Lights were flashed at them throughout the night and, when they were 24 miles 
from Gaza, Zodiac boats appeared and then left again. … 
 

Jeremy Corbyn: … Can she confirm that what the Israeli navy was doing at that point 
was totally illegal under international law? … 
 

Emily Thornberry: It would seem that that is the case …It took seven hours for the boat 
to get into the port of Ashdod, where those on board were greeted by hundreds of jeering 
Israeli soldiers. The crew and passengers were held for between one and seven days, 
charged with illegally entering Israel and deported. That was ironic, because Israel was 
the last place they wanted to be. They wanted to go to Gaza—and Gaza as part of a 
Palestinian state. … 
 

col 131: Lynne Jones: In fairness, I think that the Israeli Government’s stance should be 
expressed. I wrote to them about what had happened with “The Spirit of Humanity”. They 
wrote back and told me that receipt of humanitarian supplies, in some cases, has led to a 
surplus of humanitarian aid. … 
 

col 132  Sir Gerald Kaufman: Is it not a fact that her constituent and mine, who were on 
board “The Spirit of Humanity”, were trying to alleviate that inhumanity but were the 
victims first of piracy by the Israeli navy and then kidnapping by the Israeli army? 
Emily Thornberry: …that would seem to be accurate… Given the wholly 
disproportionate nature of the Israeli military operation in Gaza …will the Government 
reassess whether it is appropriate to sell arms to or buy arms from Israel? … 
 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Mr. Ivan Lewis): …It is 
important to say that helping to alleviate the humanitarian situation in Gaza is a high 
priority for the Government; equally important is working towards a long-term, 
sustainable and peaceful settlement in the middle east. …Current travel advice from the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office advises clearly against all travel to Gaza, including to 
the waters off Gaza, but we recognise that there is a need for access by major 
international organisations, including those based in the UK, to carry out humanitarian 
and reconstruction work in Gaza and to engage in the independent reporting on, and 
verification of, the situation on the ground. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/debtext/90713-
0021.htm#09071344000002  
 

col 133  Andrew Pelling: [the parents of Alex Harrison] expressed concern …that Alex 
Harrison was detained for 23 hours without food and water by the Israeli authorities … 
Mr. Lewis: …Officials at the British embassy in Tel Aviv confirmed that they were given 
good access to the British nationals and that all the British nationals with whom they had 
contact confirmed that they were treated well during their detention. So that seems to be 
at odds with the hon. Gentleman’s contribution. … 
At this stage in terms of reporting back to the House, we are unable to confirm whether 
the vessel was intercepted in international waters or in Gazan waters. … 
 

col 134  Lynne Jones: The information that the Israeli Government have given to me is 
that they intercepted the “Spirit of Humanity” in Gazan waters, not in international waters, 
so does Israel have the right to intercept vessels in that location? 
 

Mr. Lewis: As far as I am aware, although there may be a debate about whether that is 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/debtext/90713-0021.htm#09071344000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/debtext/90713-0021.htm#09071344000002
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appropriate, it is not in itself a breach of international law. The accusation that is being 
made about this intervention is that it in some way contravened international law. If the 
vessel was in Gazan waters, people may have a political debate about whether that 
action was appropriate, but it would not have breached international law. … 
col 136  we will continue to press the Israeli Government at the highest levels to reduce 
the restrictions, but Israel is not the only party that should move. Hamas must renounce 
violence, recognise Israel, accept previous agreements, and work with the Palestinian 
Authority towards a positive outcome in the current national dialogue negotiations 
presided over by Egypt. Hamas must also release Gilad Shalit, whom it kidnapped and 
has held illegally for more than three years without contact with his family, or access for 
the Red Cross. …I plan to visit Israel and the Palestinian territories in the summer. … I 
shall take the strong message that the United Kingdom intends to pursue a leadership 
role in securing a two-state solution in the middle east. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/debtext/90713-
0022.htm  

 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 

Refugees 
includes: 
col 935  Baroness Tonge: My Lords, will the Minister remind us how many Palestinians 
have become refugees since 1948 and how many still want a right of return to their 
homes? In view of the latest World Bank report on Israel’s consumption and control of 
water in the Middle East, what can this Government do to ensure clean water supplies for 
the refugees and displaced people in the West Bank and, in particular, in Gaza, where 
they are now suffering from water-borne disease? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, from memory, the refugee figure in 1948 was approximately 
750,000, and I think that the refugee population in Israel and the countries around 
it is currently 4.7 million. On the water issue, the noble Baroness referred to the 
World Bank report. The issue of water management in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories is a continuing concern to us. As the World Bank assessment rightly 
points out, there are a number of obstacles to improving water sector 
management and development in the Occupied Territories. We continue to press 
the Government of Israel to ease restrictions on movement and access and seek 
to make progress on this at the earliest possible time. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713-
0002.htm#0907139000449  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel on the status of Jerusalem 
as capital of Israel; and if he will make a statement. [285542] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government’s position is very clear in support of a two-state 
solution based on the 1967 borders, with Jerusalem as the capital of both Israel 
and Palestine. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary made this clear in the 
House on 30 June 2009, Official Report, column 152. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the number of settlements removed by the government of 
Israel since 1997; and if he will make a statement. [285544] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have not received any reports outlining the number of 
settlements removed by the Israeli Government since 1997. 
We consider all Israeli settlement activity to be illegal and in contravention of 
international law. Settlement activity remains one of the major obstacles towards 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/debtext/90713-0022.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/debtext/90713-0022.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713-0002.htm#0907139000449
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713-0002.htm#0907139000449
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achieving a peaceful solution in the Middle East. My right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary made this clear during his recent meeting with the Israeli Defence 
Minister. We will continue to raise this issue both in public and private. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/text/90713w00
24.htm#09071337000041 
 

Israel: Foreign Relations 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken recently and (b) plans to take during the next 12 months to 
improve UK relations with Israel; and if he will make a statement. [285499] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Israel is a close ally of the UK and we have regular warm and 
productive exchanges at all levels. Most recently, my right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary met the Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak on 6 July 2009. We shall 
continue to foster a close relationship with Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/text/90713w00
24.htm#09071337000042  
 

Middle East 
Jo Swinson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the recent statement by the Head of Shin Bet Yuval Diskin on 
the West Bank security barrier. [285071] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer 8 July 2009]: We are aware of reports on a 
statement made by the Head of Shin Bet regarding the security barrier. 
While we recognise fully Israel’s right to self-defence and agree that if it decides to 
build a barrier, it should be able to do so, we will continue to make clear to the 
Government of Israel, both in private and in public, that the barrier must be built 
either on or behind the green line. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/text/90713w00
24.htm#09071337000043  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Daniel Kawczynski: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs when and where he last met Senator George Mitchell in his capacity as the US 
administration’s special envoy to the Middle East. [286119] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary met Senator Mitchell 
on 26 June 2009 in the margins of the G8 Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Trieste. 
They also spoke on 6 July 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/text/90713w00
24.htm#09071337000044  
 

Hamas 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he has taken at the United Nations on allegations of misappropriation of aid by 
Hamas; and if he will make a statement. [283712] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK has had a number of working-level contacts with UN 
counterparts on this issue. The UN has been putting in place a range of 
verification and quality assurance procedures to minimise the risk of 
misappropriation of aid. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090713/text/90713w00
24.htm#09071337000040  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713-
0003.htm#0907139000463  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713-
0005.htm#0907139000465  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90713-
0014.htm#09071338000879  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-viii.htm  
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Welsh Assembly Government 
First Minister announces new legislative programme to deliver key commitments 
in One Wales  
http://wales.gov.uk/news/latest/090714legislation/?lang=en  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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