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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Religion 
Bob Spink: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what recent 
guidance his Department has issued to schools on accommodating minority (a) religious 
and (b) cultural beliefs. [280484] 

Ms Diana R. Johnson: The Government are committed to ensuring that pupils 
receive a balanced and inclusive curriculum and that schools take account of 
pupils’ religious and cultural beliefs in all aspects of school life. The National 
Curriculum includes a detailed statutory inclusion statement, which sets out ways 
in which teachers should help all pupils to take part in the National Curriculum and 
to achieve the highest possible standards. Religious Education, which is a 
statutory part of the basic school curriculum, should be taught like any other 
subject in the curriculum, in an objective and inclusive way. 
Schools are subject to equalities legislation and the Department advises that they 
should be sensitive to pupils’ religious and cultural needs in developing their 
policies. For example, School Governors must ensure that their uniform and 
appearance policies are fair and reasonable in accommodating cultural diversity. 
The Department’s procurement guidance encourages schools to take account of 
the needs of the local community, so that when writing a specification for a 
contract for school food, for example, the needs of minority ethnic, cultural and 
religious diets should be considered. 
The School Admissions Code and related legislation, revised in February 2009, 
sets out a robust framework, clearly showing the statutory requirements that 
schools and local authorities must comply with to ensure fair access for all. 
In order to prepare pupils for active participation in a diverse society the Education 
and Inspections Act 2006 placed a duty to promote community cohesion on the 
governing body of maintained schools in England from 1 September 2007, with 
guidance on the duty issued in July 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/text/90626w00
10.htm#09062662000099    

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/text/90626w0010.htm#09062662000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/text/90626w0010.htm#09062662000099
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Downing Street 

Building Britain’s Future 
…The document outlines the PM’s plan for economic recovery. It also charts the 
Government’s goals for renewing democracy, modernising national infrastructure and 
improving schools, hospitals and policing. … 

§ Cleaning up politics by delivering a radical programme of democratic and 
constitutional reform, including further reform of the House of Lords; 

§ Economic growth through an active industrial policy, including a £150 million 
Innovation Fund; 

§ Affordable housing by targeting investment worth £1.5 billion over two years to 
deliver 20,000 new affordable homes and create 45,000 jobs in construction and 
related sectors; 

§ Young people out of work for a year will have to take on a job, training or work 
experience; 

§ More power for patients through enforceable health care entitlements such as 
hospital treatment within 18 weeks, access to cancer specialists within two weeks 
and free health-checks for those aged 40-74; 

§ More power for parents by guaranteeing individually tailored education for all 
children; 

§ Local people to have more say on local policing and crime prevention, CCTV and 
on how offenders pay back the community; 

§ A low carbon future through energy efficiency and renewable energy plus 
incentives for low carbon transport. 

to read the full press release see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19835 

 
 

Statement from Gordon Brown    
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19847  
 
 

Website    
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture.aspx  
 
 

Strategy document    
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/media/27749/full_document.pdf  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debate 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
includes 
col 1043  Andrew Dismore:  …I am grateful for the support that the Bill has received 
from both sides of the House. At the outset, I would like to …pay tribute to those who 
have campaigned for it, especially Anne Webber of the Commission for Looted Art in 
Europe, Jon Benjamin of the Board of Deputies and my noble Friend Lord Janner, who 
has been a stalwart on the whole issue of holocaust restitution … 
The best estimate is that there are about 20 looted items in UK museums, but there 
could be more. … 
My Bill will provide a process, with appropriate safeguards …The item claimed is referred 
to the panel; if the panel finds the object to be spoliated, it makes a recommendation for 

http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/cleaning-politics.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/new-economy.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/affordable-housing.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/jobs-skills.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/jobs-skills.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/power-patients.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/power-parents.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/crime-policing.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture/low-carbon.aspx
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19835
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19847
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/buildingbritainsfuture.aspx
http://www.hmg.gov.uk/media/27749/full_document.pdf
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restitution to the Secretary of State if it thinks that is the proper remedy. If the Secretary 
of State accepts the recommendation that restitution is appropriate, he or she can trigger 
a power, not a duty, of de-accession to the museum concerned, which can then transfer 
the object to its rightful owner. … It does not override any special conditions or trust 
under which an object may be held. That would require complex legislation ...It is limited 
to a finite and definitive list of institutions that are set out in clause 1. It also has a 10-year 
sunset clause to provide …The Bill will apply to Scotland, at the request of the Scottish 
Executive; it is not required for Northern Ireland, which does not have this problem. … 
the Bill is strictly limited as to time, place and perpetrator with respect to the original 
deprivation of the object from its lawful owner. The object must have been taken during 
the Nazi era, as part of that appalling regime. It is not a Trojan horse for any other art 
works or cultural items. … 
 

John Whittingdale: …One has to accept that the Bill is largely symbolic. We amended 
provisions in Committee to cover Wales, although there are no national institutions in 
Wales that would benefit from the Bill. It is nevertheless plainly right that we should 
extend it across the country. Equally, the one object—the Beneventan missal—where 
there is clear evidence that it should be returned will not be covered by the Bill, unless 
another application is made ...It may well be that the Bill’s provisions are never used. The 
Spoliation Advisory Panel has met very few times and the Bill may well pass on to the 
statute book and lie there. In my view, however, that does [not]* matter. It is the fact that 
we have made the change that matters. … 
 

Alan Beith: …The Bill is indeed largely symbolic, but it is a very important symbol at a 
time when we have to challenge people who absurdly and for evil reasons of their own 
seek to deny that the holocaust ever happened. … 
 

Edward Vaizey: It falls to me to put on record from the Opposition Front Bench our 
congratulations to the hon. Member for Hendon … I also congratulate those he 
mentioned in his opening remarks, particularly Anne Webber, who has campaigned so 
assiduously for this measure, and David Lewis who worked with her … 
 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (Barbara 
Follett): …The Bill is a short and carefully balanced measure …it does not override the 
fundamental principle …that the trustees of museums and galleries …should be 
responsible for taking decisions about items in their care. The final decision on whether 
to transfer an item from a museum’s collection will continue to be taken by museum 
trustees where the two conditions that trigger the power to de-accession are met: that the 
Spoliation Advisory Panel has recommended the return of the item and that Ministers 
have agreed. …Although this is a small and simple measure, we should not 
underestimate its importance. Throughout the second world war, the lives of millions of 
people were affected by the systematic campaign by the Nazis to wipe out whole peoples 
and their cultures. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-
0001.htm#09062661000003  
 

This might be an appropriate moment to provide further clarification …about whether the 
term “cultural object” needs to be defined in the Bill. Although the Bill as introduced 
included such a definition, it has been substantially amended …and I can now say that 
the Bill as amended does not need to define a “cultural object”.  
The Bill gives trustees a power to return any object which is in the collection for which the 
trustees are responsible where the two conditions are met, and we believe this is 
sufficient. 
The new clause 3 defines the advisory panel for the purposes of the Act. The panel is to 
be designated by the Secretary of State and he may designate only a panel whose 
functions consist of considering claims relating to events occurring during the Nazi era of 
1933 to 1945. Clause 4 deals with the short title, extent, commencement and sunset 
clause. Provision was also made for the Bill to extend to England and Wales and 
Scotland, although the power is not needed for museums in Wales. The short and long 
title of the Bill have been amended. The original reference to “stolen art” was too 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-0001.htm#09062661000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-0001.htm#09062661000003
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restrictive and does not reflect the many ways in which people were deprived of their 
property. The Spoliation Advisory Panel’s terms of reference do not define the 
circumstances of loss and do not therefore limit its consideration to items that were 
stolen. The new long title better describes the Bill’s purpose, which is to give the trustees 
of named bodies an additional power to transfer cultural objects in their collections. … 
Question put and agreed to. 
Bill accordingly read the Third time and passed. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-
0002.htm  
 

* Hansard is inaccurate since it is clear from the video recording of the debate that John 
Whittingdale said "That doesn't matter." I reported the error to the Commons Information 
Office at 9.15am, only to be asked what business it was of mine, whether I work for, or 
was otherwise calling on behalf of John Whittingdale, and how, if not, I can possibly know 
what he did or didn't say! At time of circulating PAB, Hansard has not been corrected. 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Egypt: Borders 
Mark Hunter: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) he and (b) officials in his Department have had with the 
government of Egypt on the opening to cargo of the Rafah border crossing; and if he will 
make a statement. [282183] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis [holding answer 25 June 2009]: It is vital that aid reaches the 
people in Gaza who need it. The UK has been consistent in its calls for better 
humanitarian access to the area. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has 
raised this issue on a number of occasions, most recently in his statement to the 
UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. 
My predecessor Bill Rammell raised the issue of access through the Rafah 
crossing for humanitarian aid providers with the Egyptian Government when he 
was in Egypt on 21 May 2009. All aid to Gaza from Egypt is channelled through 
the Egyptian Red Crescent. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/text/90626w00
01.htm#09062662000033  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Andrew Dismore (1757) Gilad Shalit – That this House notes that 25 June 2009 was the 
third anniversary of the kidnap of Israeli serviceman Gilad Shalit; is concerned that he is 
being held a hostage, incommunicado, and is neither permitted to send or receive 
messages from his family, nor receive visits from the Red Cross or similar organisations; 
and calls on the Government to redouble its efforts to secure the release from captivity of 
Gilad Shalit and of other Israeli service personnel who are being held as hostages. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38956&SESSION=899  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/text/90626w0001.htm#09062662000033
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/text/90626w0001.htm#09062662000033
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38956&SESSION=899
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European Council 

Middle East Quartet Statement 
…The Quartet underscored that the only viable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is one that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and fulfils the aspirations of both 
parties for independent homelands through two states for two peoples, Israel and an 
independent, contiguous, and viable state of Palestine, living side by side in peace and 
security. …the Quartet … affirmed that unilateral actions taken by either party cannot 
prejudge the outcome of negotiations and will not be recognized by the international 
community. The Quartet urged the government of Israel to freeze all settlement activity, 
including natural growth; to dismantle outposts erected since March 2001; and to refrain 
from provocative actions in East Jerusalem, including home demolition and evictions. 
The Quartet acknowledged progress made by the Palestinian Authority to reform the 
Palestinian security sector and called on the Palestinian Authority to continue to make 
every effort to improve law and order and to fight violent extremism. It encouraged further 
Israeli cooperation for the success of Palestinian security reform. It also urged the 
Palestinian government to enhance its efforts to build the institutions of the future 
Palestinian state. Both sides have to stop incitement and violence against civilians. 
…The Quartet welcomed plans by the government of Israel to promote Palestinian 
economic development. … 
to read the full statement see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/10877
8.pdf  

 
 

Red Cross 

Gaza: 1.5 million people trapped in despair 
http://www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/palestine-report-260609/$File/gaza-
report-ICRC-eng.pdf  
 
Gaza: paying the price (video) 
http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/f01016-v?opendocument  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

Amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852606a.31
3.html  
 
 

** Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

House of Commons: Third Reading  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-
0001.htm#09062661000003  
 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/108778.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/108778.pdf
http://www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/palestine-report-260609/$File/gaza-report-ICRC-eng.pdf
http://www.icrc.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/palestine-report-260609/$File/gaza-report-ICRC-eng.pdf
http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/f01016-v?opendocument
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852606a.313.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852606a.313.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-0001.htm#09062661000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090626/debtext/90626-0001.htm#09062661000003
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 2 days 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  

 

 

Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
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