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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Surface Water Drainage Charges 
Miss Anne McIntosh (Vale of York) (Con): What assessment he has made of the effect 
on the Church’s finances of the new system of charging for surface water run-off on 
church property. [280571] 

The Second Church Estates Commissioner (Sir Stuart Bell): I estimate that 
surface water charges by area will cost the Church of England at least £5 million 
and a further £10 million for highways drainage contributions. The effect of these 
cost increases on individual parish churches and cathedrals will vary, but I assure 
the hon. Lady that every church will face an increase. 

Miss McIntosh: …Does he agree that there should be a moratorium on the imposition of 
those charges until a complete impact assessment has taken place? … 

Sir Stuart Bell: …We will certainly look at any proposal or scheme seeking to 
ensure that the least possible damage is done to churches as a result of water 
charges. We have heard some encouraging noises from Ofwat and the 
Government, but we hope for something more tangible and, from the Church’s 
point of view, for a broad, permanent exemption. That is what we are seeking to 
achieve with Ofwat. 

David Taylor (North-West Leicestershire) (Lab/Co-op): The Select Committee on 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, of which I am a member, is undertaking a review of 
Ofwat’s charging policies, and we had the Under-Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, my hon. Friend the Member for Ogmore (Huw Irranca-Davies), 
before us yesterday. He made it quite clear that Ofwat has not only a brief but a duty to 
ensure that charging systems are fair and avoid creating hardship. Can I suggest to the 
Second Church Estates Commissioner, my hon. Friend the Member for Middlesbrough, 
that the Church Commissioners make strong representations to ensure that Ofwat 
delivers on what he described as encouraging noises? 

Sir Stuart Bell: …Our difficulty appears to be that water companies, with the 
possible exception of the Yorkshire water authority, are charging churches and 
other voluntary bodies as if they were big businesses. We are seeking to argue 
that that cannot be morally or ethically right and that it is not a balanced approach. 
The Government respond, but whether they do so sufficiently and significantly is 
another matter. 

Miss Julie Kirkbride (Bromsgrove) (Con): …Such bodies are very important to our 
national life, are not big businesses and cannot afford the charges. If the charges go 



 
2 

ahead and they are not able to operate, that will diminish our national life. 
Sir Stuart Bell:…the House has to give, as I think it has done, a strong message 
to Ofwat in addition to all the other representations that have been made. 

Sir Patrick Cormack (South Staffordshire) (Con): …Does the hon. Gentleman agree 
that it is extraordinary that the body set up to protect the public is creating this appalling 
problem? Will he once again approach the chief executive and the appropriate Ministers? 

Sir Stuart Bell: …Among other things, Ofwat is misdirecting itself on these issues. 
It seems to be suggesting that the new charging regime is an ecologically sound 
policy. Let me say that the Church takes environmental issues seriously, and that 
we do not necessarily accept that argument. … 

To read the full exchange see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/debtext/90618-
0001.htm#09061861000036  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament 

The Report Stage of the Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill (formerly known 
as the Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill) will take place on Friday 26 June. 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: EC External Relations 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Prime Minister what discussions he has had with the 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on the agenda for the EU-
Israel Association Council meeting on 15 June 2009; and if he will make a statement. 
[279752] 

The Prime Minister: I have regular meetings and discussions with ministerial 
colleagues and others on a wide range of subjects. 

Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Prime Minister (1) what recent discussions he has had with 
the President of the European Commission on upgrading EU-Israel relations; [279753] 
(2) what recent discussions he has had with his European counterparts on upgrading 
EU-Israel relations. [279754] 

The Prime Minister: I have regular discussions with the president of the 
European Commission and others on the issue of the middle east and related 
issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w00
07.htm#09061887000012  
 

West Bank 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
support his Department is providing to Lieutenant General Keith Dayton in training 
Palestinian security forces in the West Bank. [278640] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government provide, at a cost of £2.3 million a year from the 
Conflict Prevention Pool, a civil-military team to assist the work of General Dayton, 
the US Security Co-ordinator (USSC). The British Support Team (BST) to the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/debtext/90618-0001.htm#09061861000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/debtext/90618-0001.htm#09061861000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w0007.htm#09061887000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w0007.htm#09061887000012
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USSC is based in Ramallah, led by a serving British Army Brigadier with a staff of 
11 personnel. The BST acts as the USSC's direct link with the Palestinian 
Authority in supporting the development of the Palestinian National Security Force. 
In addition, the UK provides direct personnel support to General Dayton's 
headquarters in Jerusalem in the form of two serving military staff officers and a 
retired police officer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w00
04.htm#09061878000027 

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-04445 Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (Scottish National Party): Ezra Nawi and 
Israel's Continued Violation of Human Rights— That the Parliament applauds the 
actions of Jewish Israeli Ezra Nawi in raising awareness, by persistent non-violent action, 
of his country’s continued de facto ethnic cleansing through the destruction of Palestinian 
homes in the occupied West Bank; deplores the continued violation of the human rights 
of Palestinians by Israeli settlers and the Israeli Defence Force (IDF), which it considers 
to be in breach of both Israeli and international law; notes reports that the chief of the 
investigations in the Hebron Israeli Police has admitted that Ezra Nawi’s actions are 
“exposing the dirt laying under the rug”; agrees with Ezra Nawi’s remarks, on the 
destruction of a Palestinian home by the IDF, that “the only thing that will be left here is 
hatred”, and calls on Israel not to jail or harass him, but to take its moral lead from his 
courageous and principled stand. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16906 
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Dr. Ladyman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
criteria will be used in deciding which members of Hezbollah’s political wing officials 
should meet. [277218] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Our objective with Hezbollah is to urge them to reject violence 
and play a constructive, democratic and peaceful role in Lebanese politics, in line 
with UN Security Council Resolutions. We believe that occasional and carefully 
considered contacts with Hezbollah’s politicians, including its MPs, will best 
advance this objective. The distinction is between those members of Hezbollah 
who are legitimately involved in Lebanese politics and those who are involved in 
violence and support terrorism. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
contacts the Government has had with Hezbollah’s political wing since its recent change 
of policy on contacts with that organisation. [277374] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: On 9 January 2009 our ambassador in Beirut attended a meeting 
of British parliamentarians with the Lebanese Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Representatives of all members of the National Unity Government were present, 
including one MP from Hezbollah’s political wing, Ali Amar. During this meeting the 
ambassador urged all sides to show restraint during the crisis in Gaza, and on the 
importance of all sides respecting the terms of UN Security Council Resolution 
1701. In the course of normal diplomatic business, staff at our embassy in Beirut 
have also met Hezbollah politicians on a number of occasions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w0004.htm#09061878000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w0004.htm#09061878000027
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16906
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We continue to believe that occasional and carefully considered contacts with 
Hezbollah’s politicians, including its MPs, will best advance our objective of urging 
Hezbollah to reject violence and play a constructive, democratic and peaceful role 
in Lebanese politics, in line with UN Security Council Resolutions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090618/text/90618w00
04.htm#09061878000018  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851806a.229-
235.html  
 

Public Bill Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/equality/090618/am/90618
s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/equality/090618/pm/90618
s01 
 

Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pro0851806p.21-27.html  
 
 
 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 
 
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/ml048-i.htm  
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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