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Community Relations 

Scottish Government 

Cabinet meets faith groups 
The Scottish Cabinet will today welcome faith community representatives to Bute House 
to discuss working together to ensure that Scotland is well equiped to make a strong 
economic recovery. … 
First Minister Alex Salmond said …"Faith organisations play an important role in 
Scotland's communities and in our celebration of Scotland's diversity. They often work at 
grassroots level with some of the poorest and most isolated members of our society, and 
are therefore well placed to work with us to ensure that the most vulnerable are not left 
behind as we respond to the economic downturn. I am delighted to welcome faith groups 
to Bute House to present their ideas to the Scottish Ministerial team. Working together 
we can identify opportunities to deliver real change for families and individuals through 
these challenging economic times." 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/06/16104703  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Palestinians 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the effectiveness of the Palestinian Authority security 
forces in creating stability in Nablus, Jenin and Hebron. [278688] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Palestinian Authority is making very significant progress in 
developing the capability and professionalism of its security forces. In particular, 
the reinforcement of Palestinian Authority security forces in the main urban 
centres of the West Bank—including Jenin, Nablus and Hebron—has meant that 
those cities are much safer today than they were a year ago. We support fully the 
Palestinian Authority’s determination to uphold the principle of the legitimate law 
enforcement agencies having a monopoly on the use of force and its subsequent 
attempts to control armed militias operating in the West Bank. On the Palestinian 
side, building a fully effective criminal justice system remains an immediate 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/06/16104703
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challenge. On the Israeli side, it is imperative that the Israeli defence forces (IDF) 
give the Palestinian security forces the space to take full responsibility for the 
security situation in area A and increasing responsibility for the security situation in 
area B. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090615/text/90615w00
17.htm#09061535000018  

 
 
UK Ministerial Statement 

Language Analysis 
The Minister for Borders and Immigration (Mr. Phil Woolas): I have made an 
authorisation under section 19D of the Race Relations Act 1976 as amended, to enable 
the Secretary of State to request that asylum applicants claiming to be nationals of 
Palestine or Kuwait submit to language analysis. 
Language analysis carried out for some Somali asylum applicants demonstrates that 
significant proportions of those tested have claimed to be of a nationality, or from a 
region or grouping, that is not their own in order to try to gain residence in this country. 
We are aware that a significant proportion of Palestinian and Kuwaiti claims also are from 
other nationalities. This new authorisation will assist the Secretary of State to make 
decisions in individual Palestinian and Kuwaiti cases, and to ascertain the extent of 
abuse within these nationalities. 
The Secretary of State may take a refusal to submit to testing into account when 
determining whether an applicant has assisted in establishing the facts of his case or her 
case. 
The authorisation will remain in place for 11 months (until April 2010), at which point we 
will review whether it is still necessary and appropriate. 
I am placing a copy of the authorisation in the Libraries of both Houses of Parliament. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090615/wmstext/90615
m0001.htm#0906152000011  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851606m.141-
147.html  
 
 

Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090615/text/90615w0017.htm#09061535000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090615/text/90615w0017.htm#09061535000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090615/wmstext/90615m0001.htm#0906152000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090615/wmstext/90615m0001.htm#0906152000011
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851606m.141-147.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851606m.141-147.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn044_040609.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn044_040609.cfm
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
Equality Bill: Compatibility with UK Human Rights Obligations (closes 17 June) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn044_040609.cfm  
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf

	Contents
	Community Relations
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

