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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Freedom of Information release: 
Counter Terrorism Communications Guidance Communicating effectively with 
community audiences  
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/freedom-of-information/released-information/foi-
archive-crime/11384_CT_communication_guidance?view=Binary  
 
 
Control Order Powers (11 March 2009 – 10 June 2009) 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/control-order-
statements/control-order-quarterly1006.pdf?view=Binary  

 
 
Ministry of Justice 

Speech by Jack Straw at the launch of the Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Human Rights Inquiry Report 
…the government has always seen the Human Rights Act as ‘a floor and not a ceiling’ as I 
said during the Second Reading of the Bill in 1998. We saw it as the starting point for the 
development of a wider culture of rights and responsibilities. 
So the government is now consulting on whether there is a case for taking a further step in 
the development of rights, with a Bill of Rights and Responsibilities. Such a Bill could 
reflect the full picture of rights we have in the United Kingdom, including those across the 
Welfare State which have developed in parallel with the European Convention but are not 
incorporated into it.  
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/sp150609a.htm  
 
Human Rights Inquiry Report (Equality and Human Rights Commission) 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/uploaded_files/hri_report.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 
Poland: Anti-Semitism 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on anti-Semitism in Poland; and if he will make a 
statement. [278236] 

Chris Bryant: Our embassy in Warsaw is in touch with non-governmental 
organisations and relevant Polish Government representatives that deal with and 
monitor anti-Semitism. A lot of work has been done since 1988 to improve 
understanding and bring about reconciliation. The Polish Government have 
recently highlighted some of their initiatives in their interim report, responding to a 
2007 memorandum, to the Council of Europe Commissioner for human rights. 
This can be found on the Commissioner’s website: 
http://www.coe.int/t/commissioner/News/2009/090420PolandReport_en.asp  
The Polish Government are also very supportive of the Museum of the History of 
the Polish Jews which is due to open in 2011 and of which President Kaczynski is 
patron. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090612/text/90612w00
02.htm#09061260000032  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 
** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/su033-iic.htm  
 
 

Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
 

 
 

Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
** Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
 

House of Commons European Scrutiny Committee 
includes: 
15.13 …the Minister addresses the question of religious slaughter, and the possible 

http://www.coe.int/t/commissioner/News/2009/090420PolandReport_en.asp
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human rights issues to which this gives rise. She points out that the latest draft of the 
proposal removes the derogation for religious slaughter, but would allow Member States 
to exercise discretion through stricter national rules. She repeats that the key human 
rights issue is whether the derogation from the prior stunning requirements for killing 
methods permitted by religious rites would conflict with the freedom of conscience of 
those who consider that the only humane way to slaughter an animal is with prior 
stunning or instantaneous death, should the method of slaughter not be clear to those 
obtaining the meat. She also points out that the manifestation of either right is subject 
only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in the interests of 
public safety, for the protection of public order, health or morals, or for the protection of 
the rights and freedoms of others, adding that any limitation would need to satisfy this 
two stage test.  
15.14 She says that the Government would prefer to see all animals stunned before 
slaughter, but recognises the rights of those wishing to eat meat prepared in accordance 
with their religious beliefs, and has no plans to change that approach. She also points out 
that, although labelling falls outside the scope of the current proposal, proposals for a 
Community welfare labelling scheme are likely to be published next year, and that the 
issue will be considered further in that context. In the meantime, she suggests that, as 
the Government is proposing to maintain its current approach to religious slaughter, the 
risk of a challenge under the European Court of Human Rights is low. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmeuleg/19-xviii/19xviii.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 

Election for House of Commons Speaker 
Candidate list (election 22 June) 
Short biographies of each candidate are available at 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8057450.stm  

Margaret Beckett       (Labour) 
Sir Alan Beith             (Liberal Democrat) 
John Bercow              (Conservative) 
Sir Patrick Cormack   (Conservative) 
Parmjit Dhanda          (Labour) 
Frank Field                 (Labour) 
Sir Alan Haselhurst    (Conservative) 
Sir Michael Lord         (Conservative) 
Richard Shepherd      (Conservative) 
Ann Widdecombe       (Conservative) 
Sir George Young       (Conservative) 

 
Devolution 

Serving Scotland Better: Scotland and the United Kingdom in the 21st Century   
(Commission on Scottish Devolution (Calman Commission) final report) 
http://www.commissiononscottishdevolution.org.uk/uploads/2009-06-12-csd-final-report-
2009fbookmarked.pdf 
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European Union Competition 
For Diversity. Against Discrimination Journalist Award 2009 
Closing date 31 August 2009  
The competition is open to journalists who write on issues of discrimination on the 
grounds of racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, age, disability and sexual orientation. 
All entries must have been published in a print or online media outlet which has its main 
editorial office in one of the 27 EU Member States.  
For full details see 
http://journalistaward.stop-discrimination.info/  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 2 days 
Equality Bill: Compatibility with UK Human Rights Obligations (closes 17 June) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn044_040609.cfm  
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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