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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Extremist Activity (University Campuses) 
Andrew Rosindell (Romford) (Con): What recent assessment [The Minister for Higher 
Education and Intellectual Property] has made of the levels of extremist activity on 
university campuses; and if he will make a statement. [279001] 

The Minister for Higher Education and Intellectual Property (Mr. David 
Lammy): The assessment of the law enforcement agencies is that there is some 
extremist activity on a small number of campuses. Where it occurs it is serious, 
but the assessment is that it is not widespread. Following the issuing of guidance 
to universities on this matter last year, we continue to work with the higher 
education sector to help it to reduce the risk of extremist activity happening on its 
campuses and to protect the safety of students and staff. 

Andrew Rosindell: According to the British high commission in Pakistan, half of those 
granted student visas go missing when they come to the United Kingdom. What 
discussions is the Minister having with universities and the authorities to ensure that that 
ends, and ends soon? 

Mr. Lammy: I am pleased to tell the hon. Gentleman that there has been a 
change to the visa regime, which means that so-called bogus colleges have 
largely been closed down over the past year. Now only 1,600 colleges have been 
granted a registration, compared with the 4,000 that we had previously. I am of 
course in regular discussion with my colleague in the Home Office, and the hon. 
Gentleman will know that the Home Affairs Committee is also looking into the 
issue. My colleague in this Department and my hon. Friend the Minister for 
Borders and Immigration will give evidence before it. 

Mr. Denis MacShane (Rotherham) (Lab): I am grateful to my right hon. Friend for that 
answer, but I gently suggest that his civil servants might be allowing him to become a 
little complacent. If he talks to Jewish students about the intimidation on campuses 
earlier this year, in which Islamist organisations fuelled by outsiders intimidated Jewish 
students, not allowing them to meet or make their case, he will learn that it was a grave 
and worrying moment. Will he meet a delegation from the Union of Jewish Students and 
the Community Security Trust to discuss these issues? We cannot allow the notion that 
there is no problem to gain ground. 

Mr. Lammy: I have already met the Union of Jewish Students and I have set up a 
group within the Department that includes representatives from the universities to 
discuss these issues. We will meet regularly to continue to make an assessment 
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of the anti-Semitism that can exist on campuses and to do all the appropriate work 
to minimise those threats and those issues for Jewish students. That kind of 
xenophobia and racism have no place in the national life of this country. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090611/debtext/90611-
0001.htm#09061140000020  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Anne Frank Day 
Includes 
col 18425   John Park: …Anne Frank Scotland and the Anne Frank Trust draw on the 
power of Anne Frank's life and diary to challenge prejudice, to reduce hatred and to 
encourage people to embrace positive attitudes, responsibility and respect for others. 
The travelling exhibition "Anne Frank: A History for Today" …acts as a focus for 
educational programmes for young people. More than 13,000 people have seen the 
exhibition and about 5,000 young people have participated in the related workshops and 
training. The feedback from staff, pupils, venues and the public has been first class, and 
people have expressed how much they recognise the importance and relevance of the 
work, even today. …It is important that the Scottish Parliament continue to show 
vigilance and strength in challenging racism, bigotry and intolerance in all its forms. … 
 

col 18426  Kenneth Gibson: …The centrepiece of Anne Frank Scotland and the Anne 
Frank Trust UK is the moving assortment of memorabilia entitled, "Anne Frank: A History 
for Today". …The most powerful element of the exhibition is that it challenges viewers to 
look for ways to resolve differences without violence and to learn about human rights 
laws and standards, which are outlined by documents such as the United Nations' 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. It challenges viewers to implement that 
understanding by taking an active role in their communities and in government. The 
exhibition is admirable and moving and I look forward to the Scottish Parliament hosting 
such an event. … 
 

col 18429  Jackson Carlaw: …At question-and-answer sessions over the years, I have 
routinely been asked, "Could it happen again?" That is surely a false question: it has 
happened again. It happened in Stalin's post-war Soviet Union, in Pol Pot's Cambodia 
and in Rwanda. Perhaps people mean to ask whether it could happen again in Europe. 
The answer is, again, that it has happened, in post-Soviet Balkan states. It can happen, it 
has happened, and I say with profound regret that it will probably happen again, 
therefore the work of the Anne Frank Trust UK is vital in engaging the minds and 
securing the commitment of every new generation. …The lesson of the 1930s and Anne 
Frank's life and death is that we must not just be vigilant across the world but set an 
example by fighting prejudice and hatred at home. We must stand ready to accept 
willingly all people who come here under genuine threat of persecution. We must counter 
ignorance. We must directly and personally tackle people who seek advancement by 
encouraging fear and suspicion of other people. In a week when, to the collective dismay 
of us all, the British National Party succeeded in doing exactly that, to secure the election 
of two MEPs who will represent our country, it is clear that we need to do far more. 
Politicians face a real and personal challenge. 
 

col 18431  Hugh O'Donnell: …If we do not learn from history, we are doomed to make 
the same mistakes again and again. …It is about the discrimination that we see in the 
world around us and the persecution of people for no reason other than that they are 
different. We need look no further than the Balkans and Darfur, and perhaps even the 
750,000 children incarcerated in Gaza, to see the necessity of the work of the Anne 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090611/debtext/90611-0001.htm#09061140000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090611/debtext/90611-0001.htm#09061140000020
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Frank Trust UK and all organisations that highlight the consequences of our lack of 
tolerance. … 
 

col 18432  The Minister for Schools and Skills (Keith Brown): …I applaud the work of 
the Anne Frank Trust UK in bringing her story to Scottish schools. We want our young 
people …to understand what it means to be Scottish but at the same time to admire and 
accept the identities of others. That means taking a stand against racism, discrimination 
and intolerance in all its forms. Educating young people about the Holocaust can 
contribute greatly to that aim. 
Holocaust education is important not only in its own right but because it opens windows 
to wider aspects of citizenship education. …The Government is giving the Holocaust 
Educational Trust annual funding of around £214,000 for the next two years to run the 
lessons from Auschwitz programme. …I can confirm that Scottish Government officials 
will meet the trust on 23 June. …We must ensure that young people grow up with an 
understanding of the events of the Holocaust and of how and why it was possible for it to 
happen. Therefore, we welcome the contribution of organisations such as the Anne 
Frank Trust, the Holocaust Educational Trust and the Holocaust Memorial Trust, and I 
encourage them to work closely together, along with Learning and Teaching Scotland, to 
ensure that all of our young people receive a clear and consistent message about 
identity, tolerance and respect for others. 
 

To read the full transcript of the debate see 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0611-02.htm#Col18424  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Dr. Ladyman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with his (a) Israeli, (b) Egyptian and (c) Palestinian counterparts 
on the commitment of the Government together with the US, Norway, Germany, France, 
Canada, Italy, the Netherlands and Denmark to implement measures to prevent arms 
smuggling from Iran into the Gaza Strip. [278470] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The matter of counter weapons-smuggling to armed groups in 
Gaza is part of our regular discourse on Middle East Peace Process issues with 
the EU, US and regional partners, including Israel, Egypt and the Palestinian 
Authority. Stopping the flow of weapons along with ensuring humanitarian and 
reconstruction access to Gaza are vital elements to securing a lasting ceasefire. 

Dr. Ladyman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
progress has been made on his undertaking together with Italy, Germany and France, to 
provide naval resources to stop the flow of weapons from Iran into the Gaza Strip. 
[278471] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Taking action to prevent the smuggling of arms into Gaza plays a 
key role in consolidating the ceasefire. 
We will continue to work closely with the EU, US and regional partners to establish 
how best our expertise, including naval resources, can be used. Officials are 
attending a meeting on prevention of arms smuggling to Gaza in Ottawa on 10-11 
June 2009. This is a follow up meeting to the ones held in Copenhagen and 
London where a programme of action was agreed by the nine participating 
countries (Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, the 
UK, and the US). 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090611/text/90611w00
06.htm#09061145000050  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0611-02.htm#Col18424
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0611-02.htm#Col18424
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090611/text/90611w0006.htm#09061145000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090611/text/90611w0006.htm#09061145000050
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Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the speech by 
President Obama in Cairo on 4 June proposing two viable states in Israel and Palestine. 
[HL4122] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: The UK welcomes President Obama's early 
engagement and determination to work towards resolving the Israel-Palestinian 
issue. We support fully President Obama's emphasis on the need for Israel to end 
all settlement activity, the need for Palestinians to renounce violence, the 
importance of a two-state solution, and the importance of stimulating the 
Palestinian economy. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90611w0002.htm#0906
1131000324  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
Foreign Office Minister Chris Bryant has outlined the agenda for the General Affairs and 
External Relations Council (GAERC) which takes place in Luxembourg on 15-16 June. 
The Foreign Secretary David Miliband will represent the UK. … 
The GAERC is likely to reiterate EU support for a two state solution in accordance with 
previous agreements between the parties; access to Gaza and a comprehensive, 
regional approach. We also expect Ministers to express their support for the US 
commitment to the MEPP, and reaffirm the EU's readiness to work in close cooperation 
with the US and other international partners towards achieving a lasting peace. The EU-
Israel Association Council will take place in the margins of the GAERC.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=19356427  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851106a.131-
137.html  
 

Public Bill Committee proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pbc0850611p.7-10.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Equal Opportunities Committee Report on the Legislative Consent 
Motion to the Equality Bill 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/reports-09/eor09-02.htm#anxa  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90611w0002.htm#09061131000324
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90611w0002.htm#09061131000324
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=19356427
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851106a.131-137.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851106a.131-137.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pbc0850611p.7-10.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/equal/reports-09/eor09-02.htm#anxa
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** Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

Scottish Parliament: Legislative Consent Memorandum on the Holocaust (Stolen Art) 
Restitution Bill    
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/legConMem/LCM-2007-
2008/documents/HolocaustRestitution_Bill_lcm.pdf 
 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Compatibility with UK Human Rights Obligations (closes 17 June) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn044_040609.cfm  
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
** Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  
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