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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they will take to support the 
Pope's recent appeal to Israel to negotiate a viable state for the Palestinians. [HL3854] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We welcome the Pope's call for a just and lasting peace in the Middle 
East. 
We have been clear, in public and in private, on the need to achieve a two-state 
solution in the Middle East. The UK will continue to work with the US and other 
partners to help achieve this objective, which we regard as a priority. My right 
honourable friend the Foreign Secretary reinforced our commitment during his 
intervention at the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. 

Asked by Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether any 
conditions were placed on the Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs, Avigdor Lieberman, prior 
to his meeting the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, David 
Miliband. [HL3916] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: There were no conditions. It is imperative that we engage 
with the Israeli Government, including their Foreign Minister, on the important task 
of reinvigorating a serious political dialogue, aimed at establishing a lasting and 
just regional peace between Israel and its neighbours. 
In their meeting, my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary stressed the 
importance that the UK attaches to the relationship with Israel and our opposition 
to boycotts of Israel. He also pressed Avigdor Lieberman on the need to end 
settlement construction, ease restrictions on movement (especially on Gaza) and 
to engage in serious negotiations to deliver a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90603w0003.htm#0906
0366000362  
 

Overseas Trade: Palestinians 
Mr. Carmichael: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(1) what the outcome was of the meeting of 31 March 2009 on voluntary guidance on the 
labelling of food produce from the West Bank; [276766] 
(2) when he expects to announce proposals on voluntary guidance on the labelling of 
food produce from the West Bank. [276767] 

Jane Kennedy: Following the meeting on 31 March, the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs is currently working with other Departments 
including the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, HM Revenues and Customs, the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90603w0003.htm#09060366000362
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90603w0003.htm#09060366000362
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Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform and the Food 
Standards Agency to consider the clarity of labelling of produce from the West 
Bank. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090603/text/90603w00
02.htm#09060355000018  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on levels of smuggling into Gaza; and if he will make a 
statement. [277208] 

David Miliband: There are two types of smuggling into Gaza. The majority of 
smuggling is for commercial goods, including fuel. We believe that this continues 
to be a major part of the Gazan economy, primarily because of the continuing 
Israeli restrictions at the commercial crossings into the strip. The UK continues to 
call on the Israeli Government to reduce restrictions at the Gaza crossings on 
trade goods, reconstruction materials, and aid, as well as flows of people. The 
second type of smuggling is arms smuggling. We believe that recent actions have 
disrupted this to some extent but that it does continue. UK officials will attend a 
meeting in Ottawa in June 2009 (following earlier meetings in Copenhagen and 
London) to address further measures to prevent arms smuggling into Gaza. 

Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on attempts by Hamas to re-arm in the Gaza Strip; and if 
he will make a statement. [277209] 

David Miliband: We are deeply concerned by reports of continued sporadic 
rocket attacks from Gaza aimed at Israel and call on the attacks to cease 
immediately. The UK continues to urge Hamas to renounce violence and 
condemns attempts to smuggle weapons and ammunition into Gaza. 
The UK continues to work with international partners against the smuggling of 
arms into Gaza. UK officials will attend a meeting in Ottawa in June 2009 
(following earlier meetings in Copenhagen and London), to address further 
measures to prevent arms smuggling. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090603/text/90603w00
08.htm#09060368000018  

 
 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 
Inquiry into Global Security: Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories: 
evidence from Tony Blair 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/uc261-
iii/uc26102.htm  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850306a.37-
42.html  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090603/text/90603w0002.htm#09060355000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090603/text/90603w0002.htm#09060355000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090603/text/90603w0008.htm#09060368000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090603/text/90603w0008.htm#09060368000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/uc261-iii/uc26102.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/uc261-iii/uc26102.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850306a.37-42.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850306a.37-42.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/elections/euro/09/flash/html/eu.stm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-56664-152-06-23-901-20090604STO56663-2009-01-06-2009/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-56664-152-06-23-901-20090604STO56663-2009-01-06-2009/default_en.htm
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** Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/035/amend/pbc0350306a.1-
4.html  
 
 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Lords: Second Reading 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90603-
0002.htm#09060349000426  
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Elections 
BBC live update page for European Parliament and Local Council election results 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/elections/euro/09/flash/html/eu.stm 

 
European Parliament: where to find the results 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-56664-152-06-23-901-
20090604STO56663-2009-01-06-2009/default_en.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
 

Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/035/amend/pbc0350306a.1-4.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/035/amend/pbc0350306a.1-4.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90603-0002.htm#09060349000426
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90603-0002.htm#09060349000426
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_committee/pasc0809pn31.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_committee/pasc0809pn31.cfm
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
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UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
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