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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

EU-Israel Association Committee 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent discussions his Department has had with the European Commissioner for 
External Relations on the agenda for the EU-Israel Association Council meeting on 15 
June 2009. [277694] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary met with European 
Commissioner for External Relations on 9 March 2009. A number of issues were 
discussed including the Middle East Peace Process. Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office officials have also been in regular contact with European Commissioner’s 
Cabinet regarding the agenda for the EU-Israel Association Council meeting on 15 
June 2009. 

Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what specific areas of co-operation the European Commission has proposed for 
discussion at the EU-Israel Association Council meeting on 15 June 2009. [277695] 

Bill Rammell: The European Commission has not yet proposed an agenda for the 
EU-Israel Association Council meeting on 15 June 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w00
22.htm#09060284000015  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent steps he has taken to seek the lifting of the blockade of Gaza by the Israeli 
authorities. [276728] 

Bill Rammell [holding answer 21 May 2009]: My right hon. Friend the Foreign 
Secretary raised this with the Israeli Foreign Minister on 13 May 2009 and 
Defence Minister Barak on 6 May 2009. He also stressed the importance of 
greater access in his statement to the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. 
We continue to press the Israelis authorities at official level. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the discovery by Egyptian security forces on 14 May 2009 of 
weapons and explosive devices along the Sinai Peninsula border with Israel; and if he 
will make a statement. [276864] 

Bill Rammell: We are aware of reports of munitions found along the Egyptian-
Israeli border. We continue to work closely with international partners to tackle the 
issue of arms smuggling into Gaza; the UK hosted an international meeting on the 
issue in March 2009 and will attend a follow-up meeting in June 2009. We 
condemn any attempt to smuggle arms into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w00
23.htm#09060284000020  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0022.htm#09060284000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0022.htm#09060284000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0023.htm#09060284000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0023.htm#09060284000020
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Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have they had 
with the Government of Israel regarding the supply of humanitarian aid to Palestinians in 
Gaza. [HL3792] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will raise the issue of the blockade of 
Gaza with the Israeli Foreign Minister; and whether they will they request Israel to allow 
all necessary humanitarian supplies into Gaza. [HL3793] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The humanitarian situation in Gaza is of serious concern. The 
UK Government have consistently lobbied for unrestricted access for food and 
other humanitarian supplies into Gaza. 
The Prime Minister, the Foreign Secretary, the Secretary of State for International 
Development, and officials from both the Department for International 
Development and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office have raised the need to 
reduce the constraints on goods entering Gaza with the Israeli Government. 
More recently, the Foreign Secretary raised the issue of access with Israeli 
Defence Minister Ehud Barak, during a meeting on 6 May; with the UN Security 
Council in his speech on 11 May; and with Foreign Minister Lieberman on 13 May 
during his visit to the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90602w0002.htm#0906
0256000352  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Dr. Ladyman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will review the decision to explore contacts with Hezbollah’s political wing after the 
Lebanese election on 7 June 2009. [277217] 

Bill Rammell: We will continue to keep the decision to explore contacts with 
Hezbollah’s politicians under review and will take developments into account. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) he and (b) his officials have had with their counterparts in (i) the 
United States, (ii) France, (iii) Israel, (iv) Lebanon, (v) Canada, (vi) Syria and (vii) Iran on 
Government policy on Hezbollah; and what views were expressed by each of those 
governments. [277372] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary of State, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) officials and myself meet regularly with counterparts 
in other governments and discuss a broad agenda, including, where appropriate, 
Government policy on Hezbollah. It is not for the FCO to state the views of other 
governments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0023.htm
#09060284000017  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90602w0002.htm#09060256000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90602w0002.htm#09060256000352
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0023.htm#09060284000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090602/text/90602w0023.htm#09060284000017
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
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** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pbc0850602p.1-4.html  
 
 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 2 days 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
 

Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
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