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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Home Department: Topical Question 
T2. [275736] Martin Salter (Reading, West) (Lab): One organisation that has been 
actively campaigning against settlement rights for the brave Gurkha soldiers is the odious 
British National party, which is circulating a leaflet defacing the image of the recently fallen 
Corporal Kumar Pun, a man who gave his life for this country. Would the Minister not 
agree that it is high time that the Gurkha settlement issue was resolved in favour of the 
historic debt of honour that this country owes Corporal Pun and his comrades? 

The Minister for Borders and Immigration (Mr. Phil Woolas): I thank my hon. 
Friend for his question and repeat the assurance that we gave the House on 29 
April that we are working on new proposals. I am grateful to the Home Affairs 
Committee, of which my hon. Friend is a member, for its facilitation of that 
discussion. 
On the British National party, all of us in the House would recognise that the 
increased scrutiny of that party is now exposing the true nature of its policies. I 
imagine that we would all wish to condemn wholeheartedly its policy of instructing 
its members not to describe people as being “black British” or “British Asian”, and 
its comments regarding the footballers Ferdinand, Walcott and James as not being 
English. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/debtext/90518-
0003.htm#0905186000022  
 

Nazi War Crimes 
16. Mark Pritchard: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
estimate she has made of the number of UK residents who are suspected of having 
committed war crimes under the Nazi regime. [275726] 

Mr. Woolas: The Home Office does not collate figures on the total numbers in the 
UK who are suspected of these crimes. 
Any allegations received concerning crimes under the Nazi regime are referred to 
the Metropolitan police for investigation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w000
9.htm#09051825000031  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Anniversaries 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to 
what events held in Israel to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the founding of Tel 
Aviv HM Ambassador to Israel he has been invited; what such invitations the 
Ambassador has (a) accepted and (b) declined; and if he will make a statement. 
[275616] 

Bill Rammell: Our ambassador has received several invitations to attend events 
relating to the 100th anniversary of Tel Aviv. So far he has been able to attend the 
opening of “The British Season”, a specially created programme of film and music 
events by the British Council designed to mark the anniversary; a reception in the 
Sarona gardens organised by Tel Aviv Municipality; and the dedication of a school 
for children with neurological difficulties built with the assistance of the UK Friends 
of the Tel Aviv Foundation. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to 
what events held in (a) the UK and (b) Israel to commemorate the 61st anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel he has been invited; what such invitations he has (i) 
accepted and (ii) declined; and if he will make a statement. [275617] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary accepted an invitation to 
deliver a speech on 5 May 2009 at an event hosted by the Israeli embassy in 
London to commemorate the 61st anniversary of the founding of the State of 
Israel. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs to 
what events held in (a) the UK and (b) Israel to commemorate the 61st anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel the Prime Minister has been invited; what such invitations 
he has (i) accepted and (ii) declined; and if he will make a statement. [275619] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister did not attend any events 
commemorating the 61st anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel. 
However, my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary attended an event hosted by 
the Israeli embassy in London on 5 May 2009 where he delivered a speech. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w00
08.htm#09051825000017  
 

Middle East: Diplomatic Relations 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department have had with 
Arab governments on (i) economic and (ii) diplomatic relations between Arab 
governments and the State of Israel; and if he will make a statement. [275527] 

Bill Rammell: We believe that the Arab peace initiative (API) provides the best 
path towards achieving normal economic and diplomatic relations between Arab 
Governments and the state of Israel. The API offers full normalisation of relations 
with Israel in exchange for withdrawal from occupied land. We frequently 
emphasise the importance of the API, including in discussions with Israel and Arab 
Governments; my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary did so in his UN Security 
Council intervention on 11 May 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w00
08.htm#09051825000019 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the alleged take-over by Hamas of a ward in Shifa Hospital, 
Gaza, and its use by Hamas as a command and control centre; and if he will make a 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w0008.htm#09051825000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w0008.htm#09051825000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w0008.htm#09051825000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w0008.htm#09051825000019
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statement. [275526] 
Bill Rammell: We are aware of reports of Hamas representatives operating out of 
Shifa hospital during the recent conflict. We condemn any use of hospitals for non-
medical purposes that could endanger the patients and staff. The UK continues to 
regard Hamas as a terrorist organisation and to call for it to renounce all violence, 
recognise Israel and adhere to previous agreements with the Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w00
08.htm#09051825000018  
 

Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to support the 
Government of the United States' efforts to persuade the Government of Israel to support 
the two-state solution. [HL3434] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): Both the UK and the US have been clear, in public and in private, on the 
need to pursue a two-state solution in the Middle East. The UK will continue to 
work alongside the US and other parties to help achieve this objective, which we 
regard as a priority. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary reinforced 
our commitment during his intervention at the UN on 11 May 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90518w0004.htm#0905
185000644  
 

Gaza 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will ask the government of 
Israel to pay towards the restitution to civilians in respect of deaths, injury and the 
destruction of buildings and other assets in the recent Gaza conflict. [HL3435] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are deeply concerned by the deaths and injury of innocent civilians in 
conflict, and the destruction of civilian buildings and assets, including in the recent 
Gaza conflict. We would welcome an Israeli contribution to compensation for 
innocent civilians. But any claim for compensation is a matter for the individuals 
concerned—or their relatives—and Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90518w0002.htm#0905
185000633  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Lynne Jones (1550) Work of Interpal – That this House recognises the important and 
valuable work carried out by the charity Interpal; agrees with the Charity Commission that 
charities like Interpal who provide `humanitarian aid in high-risk situations, such as 
conflict and other complex emergencies, make a vital contribution to these communities 
and their work supports people in desperate need'; notes with concern the numerous 
unsubstantiated allegations of links to terrorism that have been levelled at Interpal and 
the undeserved and unjust negative impact that these have had on the charity's 
reputation and operations; praises Interpal on its efforts to comply with all of the Charity 
Commission's recommendations regarding due diligence and monitoring of partners; 
and, in light of Lloyds TSB's decision to refuse to continue processing the charity's 
international clearance payments and bearing in mind the Charity Commission's view 
that `every charity must have access to banking services', calls on the Government to 
offer stronger support to Interpal in their efforts to find permanent banking arrangements. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38690&SESSION=899  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of persons who walked out during the speech of 
the Iranian President at the UN Durban 2 anti-racism conference; and if he will make a 
statement. [272179] 

Gillian Merron: The Government are aware that all EU delegations who attended 
the Durban review conference, and the representative of St. Kitts and Nevis, left 
the hall when the Iranian President made comments deemed to be offensive. A 
number of non-governmental organisation delegates also left the hall. Many 
delegates, including the UK’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in 
Geneva, subsequently condemned the Iranian President’s remarks. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary issued a ministerial statement on the 
Durban review conference on 28 April 2009, Official Report, columns 41-42WS. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090518/text/90518w00
09.htm#09051825000025  
The statement referred to in Gillian Merron's reply can be read at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/wmstext/90428
m0001.htm#09042841000010  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Lords: Second Reading 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90518-
0002.htm#0905182000422  
 
 

Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0661905m.90
7-910.html  
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 3 days 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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