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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Speech by Hazel Blears to the Board of Deputies 
… I know this will be a particularly poignant night for you, Henry [Grunwald] - your last 
Dinner as President. 
For most people, being called to the bar would represent a high point. Becoming a QC 
would be a pinnacle. Acquiring a cast-iron reputation for defending difficult cases - well, 
that would be the icing on the cake. But no matter how great your professional 
achievements, I believe your achievements as Board President exceed them. 
Over the past 6 years we have come to know and respect: 

• your tireless advocacy 
• your courageous work to build stronger ties with other faiths 
• and your unequivocal championing of tolerance, respect and decency 

Thanks to you, the Board has gone from strength to strength, and remains hugely 
relevant to today's world even as it prepares to celebrate its quarter millennium. … 
… When we look at the long history of British Jews since the Resettlement, what do we 
see? We see communities working hard, prospering, and improving the places where 
they settle. We see some of the bravest fighters, the brightest minds, the most outspoken 
champions for a fairer society. And we see men and women proud of their faith - but 
proud of making a contribution their country, too, in every field imaginable: as doctors, 
teachers, lawyers, athletes, carers, builders, artists, and entrepreneurs. Even, dare I say 
it, as politicians. 
I do not take it lightly when I say that this country would be a poorer place by far without 
the incalculable contribution of British Jews. …  
I salute the Board's work. If I were to talk about every programme and project, we would 
be here until dawn. So let me put it simply: I'm inspired by what you do. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/deputiesbritishjews 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the 
announcement of President Ahmadinejad of Iran that he will support a two-state solution 
for Israel-Palestine, if Palestine is still seeking this objective. [HL3259] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The UK would like to see Iran making a positive contribution to creating a 
secure, stable and prosperous Middle East. We continue to urge Iran to give 
political and diplomatic support to the Palestinian Authority in its attempts to build 
institutions and improve security. However, we remain concerned about the 
support that Iran provides in the form of funding, arms and training to Palestinian 
Rejectionist Groups including Hamas, which are undermining peace in the Middle 
East through violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90514w0004.htm#0905
1455000864  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps his 
Department has taken to alleviate the humanitarian conditions of people in Gaza in the 
last 12 months. [275057] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The Department for International Development (DFID) funds 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to provide schooling for 
200,000 children in Gaza, and health care for the 70 per cent. of Gazans who are 
refugees. Our funding for the Palestinian Authority also helps support delivery of 
essential services in Gaza. 
Since December 2008 DFID pledged close to £47 million to assist with 
humanitarian relief and early recovery activities. Of this, nearly £7 million has 
already been allocated to non-governmental organisations. A further £12.8 million 
has been allocated to United Nations agencies and the International Committee of 
the Red Cross. Throughout this period we have also consistently lobbied the 
Israeli Government on the need to improve access for humanitarian supplies and 
personnel into Gaza. 

Mr. Andrew Turner: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how 
much (a) financial aid and (b) building material his Department has provided to Gaza 
since November 2008; and how much such building material has been delivered into 
Gaza to date. [275519] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Following the Gaza conflict which started in December 2008, 
the Department for International Development (DFID) has pledged £46.8 million to 
assist with humanitarian relief and early recovery activities. £19.8 million has 
already, been allocated to United Nations (UN) agencies and non-governmental 
organisations. Since 2008, DFID has also funded the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) to provide schooling to 200,00 children in Gaza and 
healthcare to the 70 per cent. of Gazans who are refugees. DFID also provides 
funding to the Palestinian Authority (PA) to deliver essential services in Gaza. 
DFID has not directly provided building materials in Gaza. However, a number of 
the projects we fund are helping to provide shelter, and rehabilitate schools and 
basic water infrastructure. Further details on these projects are available on the 
DFID website: http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/DFID-UK-
funding-to-2009-Gaza-Crisis/ 
We do not know exactly how much building material has been allowed into Gaza 
to date. Severe restrictions remain on the import of water and sanitation materials, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90514w0004.htm#09051455000864
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90514w0004.htm#09051455000864
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/DFID-UK-funding-to-2009-Gaza-Crisis/
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/DFID-UK-funding-to-2009-Gaza-Crisis/
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cement and other reconstruction materials. Meaningful recovery and 
reconstruction of houses and infrastructure will be very difficult while these remain 
in place. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090514/text/90514w00
22.htm#09051479000038  
 

Gaza 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take to assist the 
United Nations Secretary-General in seeking a positive response from Israel on the latest 
Gaza war crimes report. [HL3436] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): On 5 May, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon circulated a summary 
report of the UN Board of Inquiry (BoI) set up to investigate nine specific incidents 
involving UN property during the recent Gaza conflict. 
We are deeply concerned by the findings of the board and believe that the 
inviolability of UN installations should be respected. 
As we have said, we take seriously all allegations of breaches of international 
humanitarian law and have consistently stated that they should be properly 
investigated. 
There are still some aspects of Israeli investigations being carried out. Once the 
outcomes of this and other investigations are clear we will consider the results 
carefully and assess whether further action is necessary. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90514w0003.htm#0905
1455000853  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0661405a.827-
829.html 
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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European Parliament Election 
Green Party Manifesto 
http://www.greenparty.org.uk/assets/files/EU_Manifesto_2009.pdf  
 
Plaid Cymru Manifesto 
http://www.plaidcymru.org/uploads/publications/356.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes in 3 days 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf 
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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