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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Community Relations: Religion 
Mr. Swayne: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
plans her Department has to mark Inter Faith Week; and if she will make a statement. 
[273196] 

Mr. Khan: The Department announced on 24 March that inter faith week will take 
place from 15 to 21 November across England and possibly Wales. It was 
proposed to Government by the Inter Faith Network for the UK (the member 
bodies of which include the Churches and other major faith communities) in 2008 
as part of the consultation for the Government’s inter faith strategy “Face to Face 
and Side by Side: A Framework for Partnership in our Multi Faith Society.” 
We are keen to see local faith groups and communities around the country 
reaching out to each other to build stronger bonds of understanding and co-
operation. Places of worship, inter faith bodies, schools and colleges, local 
authorities and other public agencies will be holding their own local events. 
Activities will also aim to increase public awareness of the various faith 
communities of the UK, focusing on the contribution which their members make to 
their neighbourhoods and wider society. Local, regional and national inter faith 
initiatives will be able to raise their profile. We hope the week will also increase 
understanding between people of religious and non-religious beliefs. 
The Department is facilitating the week in partnership with the Inter Faith Network 
and in consultation with the Department for Children, Schools and Families, the 
Local Government Association and the Equality and Human Rights Commission. 
We are liaising with the relevant public agencies, helping facilitate publicity and 
developing written materials. We will also organise a launch event in the preceding 
week. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090511/text/90511w00
03.htm#09051121000004 
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Israel 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

George Galloway (1456) Gaza 100 event – That this House notes that Gaza remains 
subject to a siege which has inhibited reconstruction after the recent conflict and 
continues to bear down particularly badly on children in Gaza; further notes that UK-
registered charities are organising a Gaza 100 event on 23 May in Mile End, Tower 
Hamlets; further notes that the event intends to bring together a world record number of 
people to run 100 metres; further notes that the purpose of the event is to raise money to 
help the children of Gaza; further notes that Gaza 100 can make a significant contribution 
to helping children in Gaza; and encourages as many people as possible to participate in 
this event. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38624&SESSION=899  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UN Security Council debate on Middle East 
David Miliband: …The Gaza war showed how close to the surface is conflict in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories.  Resolution 1860 was a hard fought achievement which 
laid the basis for an end to the Gaza conflict in January, but there is, as many speakers 
have already said, overwhelming evidence that it has not been fully implemented.  More 
work remains to be done to re-open the crossings, to get humanitarian aid in and to bring 
an end to arms smuggling.  It is relevant to our deliberations that the only people who 
gain from this failure are those committed to violence.  There are also other outstanding 
issues arising from a Gaza war, including the Secretary-General's Board of Inquiry 
Report on attacks on UN premises.  We look to the Israeli Government to investigate 
each of these incidents in the light of the Inquiry's findings.  
The West Bank, meanwhile, is in economic limbo.  The Palestinian authority is short of 
funds, Israeli settlement building continues with demolitions and settlements in East 
Jerusalem particularly dangerous for peace and meanwhile rockets continue to land in 
Israeli towns, the re-armament of Hezbollah is in contravention of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1559 and Iran exploits the misery of Palestinians to advance its own goals. … 
This Council is not short of consensus about a solution.  We share the passion and 
conviction of our French colleagues in setting this out.  The broad shape has been clear 
for some time.  A comprehensive peace based on two states, agreed borders based on 
those of 1967, Jerusalem as the capital for both states, a just settlement for refugees 
and, as His Excellency the Turkish Foreign Minister has explained, all this as a catalyst 
for a resolution of other issues dividing Israel from its neighbours. … 
Israelis and Palestinians cannot deliver this deal on their own.  Israelis need peace with 
the whole Arab world as well as cooperation with the Palestinians.  Palestinians need 
support from the Arab world as well as compromise from Israel. 
This is the 23-State solution that we need and is embodied in the Arab peace initiative 
which is finally getting the recognition that it deserves.  We applaud the vision and 
commitment of its principal author, King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia.  We welcome the 
determination and fresh thinking of King Abdullah of Jordan to advance its goals.  The 
Arab peace initiative is in fact an Arab deposit that needs to be matched. … 
Our message to Israelis, Palestinians and the region must be clear and undivided.  We 
support peace and we expect peace.  The challenges ahead are indeed great - bold 
decisions will be needed on all sides, but the consequences of inaction will be even more 
severe. 
To read the full transcript of the statement see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=17635507  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851105a.1-
5.html 
 

House of Commons: Second Reading 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090511/debtext/90511-
0004.htm#0905118000001  
 

programme 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090511/debtext/90511-
0020.htm#0905122000004  
 
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment papers 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660805a.76
5-767.html  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0661105a.77
5-776.html  
  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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European Parliament Election 
BNP manifesto 
http://www.bnp.org.uk/pdf_files/Euro-Manifesto-2009.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes in 6 days 
Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf 
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
 Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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