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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Faith Communities and Pandemic Flu: Guidance for faith communities and local 
influenza pandemic committees 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1219379  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debate 

British Heroes of the Holocaust 
includes: 
col 287WH  Russell Brown: …I want to put on the record my thanks—and I am sure 
those of many people in the UK including hon. and right hon. Members of the House and 
Members of the other place—for all the excellent work done by the Holocaust 
Educational Trust under the leadership of its chief executive, Karen Pollock. Without its 
support and guidance, I might not be holding this debate today. … The Holocaust 
Educational Trust was founded in 1988 by Lord Janner of Braunstone and the late Lord 
Merlyn-Rees. It was developed by MPs and peers as a result of significant renewed 
interest and the need for knowledge about the holocaust during the parliamentary 
proceedings of the War Crimes Act 1991. The trust aims to raise awareness and 
understanding about the holocaust and its relevance today in schools and with the wider 
public. It is vital that the holocaust has a permanent place in our nation’s collective 
memory. …One of the Holocaust Educational Trust’s first achievements was to ensure 
that the holocaust was included in the national curriculum in 1991. It successfully 
campaigned to have the assets of holocaust victims and survivors released and returned 
to their rightful owners. Having played a crucial role in the establishment and 
development of Holocaust memorial day in the UK, the HET continues to play a key role 
in the delivery of that day. 
The trust carries out significant work in schools and higher education institutions, 
providing teacher training workshops and lectures as well as teaching aids and resource 
materials. … 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1219379
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Jamie Reed: …does my hon. Friend believe, as I do, that not only the victims of the 
holocaust but the British heroes of the holocaust and their memory are insulted every day 
that the BNP raises its head in our towns, villages and communities to spread insidious 
lies about the effects and realities of the holocaust? 
Mr. Brown: My hon. Friend raises an important point. There is no doubt that denial of 
what has happened is very dangerous. A number of weeks ago, the Holocaust 
Educational Trust held an event in this Palace to look at issues surrounding the current 
financial difficulties that we all face. Comparisons were made between the current time, 
and what happened in Europe—Germany in particular—in the late ’20s and early ’30s. It 
is important to recognise that history is here, and we should learn its lessons.  … 
We all recognise that the holocaust is one of the darkest episodes in human history, 
…Like so many of the dark times in history, there are often heroes who come to the fore. 
All too often, what go untold are the extraordinary acts of bravery and selflessness of 
those who, at great risk to themselves, saved people from certain death. …I want to talk 
about Jane Haining, who was born in 1897 in the village of Dunscore, a few miles from 
the town of Dumfries. …In 1932, she got the call to work at a Church of Scotland mission 
to the Jews in Budapest. 
Jane was very popular with the 400 or so children at the school, who came from a mix of 
Christian and Jewish backgrounds. …She refused to reject her children. She died for her 
beliefs and was gassed along with a group of Hungarian women on 16 August 1944 at 
the age of 47. As she was a British citizen and passport holder, the Church of Scotland 
was sent her death certificate, which indicated that she had been arrested on justified 
suspicion of espionage against Germany and that she had died in hospital on 17 July. … 
Jane Haining is remembered locally with a small memorial in her home village and a 
stained glass window in a church in Glasgow. Other British heroes of the holocaust have 
been recognised in different ways within their communities. A collective contribution of 
such brave individuals merits a memorial. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429
h0005.htm  
 

col 291WH  Jeremy Wright: …Those people were ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things. I have little doubt that if any of them knew about this debate, they would be 
amazed and deeply humbled. In my view, that makes them more deserving of any 
honours we can give them. The lessons we can draw are clear: people may have an 
ordinary background and they may have unlikely qualifications for heroism, but it lies in 
the most unlikely places. There were many heroes in that period of our history, but not all 
wore a uniform. Those people did not wear a uniform and they demonstrated remarkable 
heroism. They tell us that it is possible, in the face of unimaginable evil, such as we saw 
in Europe in the 1940s, for relatively ordinary, unexpected heroes to arise and to do 
remarkable things. … 
 

col 294WH  Julian Lewis: …We have taken a very long time to recognise and 
acknowledge such heroes, who quietly went back into obscurity—that is, those of them 
who lived not to tell the tale but at least to resume their lives. It is hard to know why we 
have taken so long to recognise our own heroes. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429
h0006.htm  
 

col 208WH  Jeremy Browne: …All war is terrible and leads to lasting consequences, 
and all war gives people opportunities to do exceptional and heroic deeds. However, the 
holocaust is a unique—in the proper sense of that word—act in the history of mankind. 
As the right hon. Member for Kilmarnock and Loudoun has reminded us, atrocities are 
committed across the world every day, but the scale of the holocaust, and the degree to 
which it was regimented and organised, make it unique. … 
 

col 310WH  Nick Hurd: …I also congratulate the Holocaust Educational Trust. It does 
amazing work in my constituency each year, working with the two synagogues in 
Northwood and with local schools to bring together local children, often as many as 2,500 
on a single day, to do something very important. That is not just about throwing a steady 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0006.htm
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light on one of the darkest chapters in our history, although it has never been more 
important to keep doing that as the survivors of those events get older and die out. In 
addition, what always impresses me about that day is the ability of the Holocaust 
Educational Trust to connect that history with the world around those young people 
today. I find that enormously impressive. The trust also communicates a sense of 
opportunity for everyone—each individual—to make a difference. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429
h0007.htm 
 

col 302WH  The Minister for the Cabinet Office (Mr. Liam Byrne): …I pay my own 
tribute to the work of the Holocaust Educational Trust. The extraordinary work and 
research that it has done have represented the treasured and sometimes difficult 
memories of the families involved with enormous dignity. The trust has represented, 
articulated and celebrated those memories with great effectiveness, and by alighting on 
the inspirational idea of heroes of the Holocaust, it has done an incredible job of telling 
people in modern Britain about the relevance of remembering such terrible experiences. 
The staff and trustees of the trust should be very proud of what they have achieved in 
Parliament this afternoon. … 
This year, the Government have granted more than £750,000 to the Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust, which organises a national Holocaust memorial day. The Government have 
made more than £1.5 million available to the Holocaust Educational Trust to support its 
work in raising awareness among younger people of the true horrors of the holocaust. 
One of the most powerful features of this debate is the personal experiences of right hon. 
and hon. Members, who not only visited Auschwitz, but had the experience of sharing 
that education with younger constituents. 
Why should we go a stage further and honour heroes of the holocaust? … Although the 
holocaust teaches us about the depths to which man can sink, it also contains some of 
the best stories of the human spirit. In the midst of such a great crime, a small number of 
very brave people chose not to stand by, but to act, despite the fact that the 
consequence for sheltering, aiding or helping Jews to escape was severe. … 
I am pleased to announce that the Government agree that it is entirely appropriate that 
we should have a national recognition of the holocaust heroes. The Prime Minister, the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government and I can announce that the 
Government will create an award of recognition for the extraordinary acts of courage 
shown by a number of British citizens during the second world war in helping many Jews 
and other persecuted groups to escape from the evils of the holocaust. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429
h0008.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: EU External Trade 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has obtained a legal opinion on the duty of recognition in international law to 
assist in formulation of policy on the labelling of goods from Israeli settlements. [271617] 

Bill Rammell: The Government are currently considering the issue of the labelling 
of products imported from Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories, including relevant domestic and international law issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090430/text/90430w00
06.htm#09043032000044  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0007.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0007.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/halltext/90429h0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090430/text/90430w0006.htm#09043032000044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090430/text/90430w0006.htm#09043032000044
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Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
action he is taking to investigate and report on the use of UK-supplied weapons during 
Israel's military operation in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [250363] 

Bill Rammell: I refer the right hon. Member to the written ministerial statement 
made by my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary on 21 April 2009, Official 
Report, column 8WS. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department plan to have with 
governments of Arab states in respect of the alleged murder of persons in the Gaza Strip 
by Hamas members since December 2008; and if he will make a statement. [272168] 

Bill Rammell: We condemn all attacks targeting innocent civilians. The UK is 
clear in its calls for Hamas to renounce all violence, and to adhere to international 
law. Ministers remain in close touch with their counterparts in Israel and around 
the Arab world. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take at the United Nations in respect of the 
alleged murder of persons in the Gaza Strip by Hamas members since December 2008; 
and if he will make a statement. [272178] 

Bill Rammell: The Government condemn all attacks targeting innocent civilians. 
The UK led the way at the UN to achieve Security Council Resolution 1860 which 
clearly condemns all violence directed against civilians and all acts of terrorism. It 
also spelt out that a lasting solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can only be 
achieved by peaceful means. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090430/text/90430w00
06.htm#09043032000045  

 
 
United Nations 

Humanity taking back seat to politics in Gaza – UN humanitarian chief 
…In an opinion piece published today in the European Voice (Brussels), John Holmes 
noted that while donors have pledged money, the flow of goods is “wholly inadequate 
and reconstruction is almost impossible.”  …“In Gaza, humanity has taken a back seat to 
politics. A measly trickle of items has become the most the world can offer civilians 
trapped by a political stalemate,” wrote Mr. Holmes, who serves as Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator. 
“While Israel has primary responsibility for this terrible crisis of human dignity, Hamas is 
also to blame because of the indiscriminate and pointless rocket attacks it committed and 
allowed for so long,” he added. … the relief workers currently applying for authorisation 
to work in Gaza must be recognised and respected by Hamas and Israel as independent 
and autonomous actors. " 
“Protection, food, water, healthcare and shelter are basic human needs, not bargaining 
chips,” he stated. “That fact must be recognised by all parties responsible for the 
immense suffering in Gaza.” 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30656&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

** closes in 5 days 
Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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