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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Charities 
Mr. Maude: To ask the Minister for the Cabinet Office what guidance the Charity 
Commission has issued on whether registered charities may (a) register as third parties 
with the Electoral Commission and (b) engage in political campaigning during a regulated 
election period. [287264] 

Angela Smith: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the 
Charity Commission. I have asked the Commission to reply. 
Letter from Andrew Hind, dated July 2009: 
As the Chief Executive of the Charity Commission, I have been asked to respond 
to your written Parliamentary Question on what guidance the Charity Commission 
has issued on whether registered charities may (a) register as third parties with 
the Electoral Commission, and (b) engage in political campaigning during an 
election period. 
Charity law on campaigning and political activity is set out in our published 
guidance ‘Speaking Out—Guidance on Campaigning and Political Activity by 
Charities’ (CC9) and ‘Charities and Elections’ which are available on our website 
at www.charitycommission.gov.uk. This guidance makes clear that a charity can 
carry out campaigning and political activity as a means of furthering or supporting 
its charitable purpose, but that under charity law a charity must never carry out 
party political activity. 
On part (a) of your question regarding the issue of a charity's registration as a third 
party with the Electoral Commission, our guidance signposts charities to the 
Electoral Commission and to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 
2000. We do not provide detailed guidance ourselves. Charities must not support 
or oppose any party political campaign, candidate or manifesto. Therefore we do 
not envisage circumstances where it would be necessary for a charity to register 
with the Electoral Commission as a third party. We would be concerned about any 
charity that was recognised in this way, and would certainly want to explore this 
further with them. 
As to part (b), the Commission's guidance on political campaigning during an 
election period makes clear that the principles for a charity engaging in any 
campaigning or political activity continue to apply. The key principle of charity law 
in terms of elections is that charities must be, and be seen to be, independent 
from party politics. We therefore urge charities to think carefully about what 
activities they engage in during this period, and how they might be perceived. 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/
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We are currently in the process of arranging to meet with the Electoral 
Commission to discuss further the issue of third party registration. Please do not 
hesitate to get in touch if you have other questions. I hope this is helpful. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090901/text/90901w00
06.htm#0909012000047  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
United Nations 

Gaza water crisis prompts UN call for immediate opening of crossings 
…“The deterioration and breakdown of water and sanitation facilities in Gaza is 
compounding an already severe and protracted denial of human dignity in the Gaza 
Strip,” Maxwell Gaylard said in a joint statement issued today with the NGO Association 
for International Development Agencies. …Currently, some 10,000 people do not have 
access to the water network, while another 60 per cent of Gaza’s population of 1.5 million 
do not have continuous access to water. In addition, some 50 to 80 million litres of 
untreated and partially treated waste-water have been discharged daily into the 
Mediterranean Sea since January 2008, due to damage to sewage treatment facilities, 
lack of treatment capacity because of postponed plant upgrade projects, and a critical 
shortage of fuel and electricity necessary to operate them. Mr. Gaylard and the non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) called on the Israeli Government to take immediate 
steps to ensure the entry into Gaza of the necessary construction and repair materials to 
respond to the water and sanitation crisis. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31927&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090901/text/90901w0006.htm#0909012000047
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Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Government Debate 

Debate: Abdelbaset Ali Mohmed al-Megrahi (Decision) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0902-02.htm#Col19021 
 
 
Scottish Government Legislative Programme 

Programme for Scotland 
…Mr Salmond said that action - both legislative and non-legislative - would build on the 
efforts of the past year in protecting and creating jobs, supporting communities and 
investing in the education, skills and industries for Scotland's recovery and future 
success. The 13 proposed bills include plans to tackle alcohol misuse, allow for the 
construction of a vital new Forth Crossing, end the right-to-buy for all new social 
housing, and pave the way for a referendum to allow the people of Scotland a free and 
fair choice on the country's constitutional future.Programme for Scotland. … 
To read the full press release see   
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/09/02151308 
 
First Minister's statement to Parliament    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/This-Week/Speeches/First-Minister/programme-for-
scotland 
 
Towards a More Successful Scotland: The Government's Programme for Scotland 
2009-2010    
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/283548/0085938.pdf 
 
Summary of Bills    
Budget Bill 
To give statutory authority to the Scottish Government to spend money out of the 
Scottish Consolidated Fund in the financial year 2010-11.  
 
Referendum Bill 
To provide the framework for the conduct and mechanics of a fair and democratic 
referendum. Will include the possibility of multi-option referendums, and of the fiscal 
proposals in Calman being on the referendum ballot. 
 
Alcohol Bill 
Proposals include minimum pricing, bans on irresponsible promotions, placing a duty on 
Licensing Boards to consider raising the purchase age of alcohol to 21 in all or part of 
their area, establishing the power to introduce a Social Responsibility Fee for some 
retailers. 
 
Children's Hearings (Scotland) Bill 
To strengthen and streamline the Children's Hearing system. 
 
Legal Services Bill 
To allow solicitors to secure external investment and combine with other professionals 
to offer legal services in new ways, remove restrictions on solicitors entering into 
business relationships with non-solicitors, and create a robust regulatory framework for 
the new business structures. 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0902-02.htm#Col19021
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0902-02.htm#Col19021
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/09/02151308
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/This-Week/Speeches/First-Minister/programme-for-scotland
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/This-Week/Speeches/First-Minister/programme-for-scotland
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/283548/0085938.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/budget-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/referendum-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/alcohol-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/childrens-hearings-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/legal-services-bill
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Patients' Rights Bill 
To institute a 12 week waiting time guarantee from agreement to treatment to the start 
of that treatment for day cases and inpatients, establish Patients Rights Officers for 
NHS Health Board areas, and reinforce existing rights to make a complaint. 
 
Historic Environment (Amendment) Bill 
To update the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953, the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979, and the Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997. 
 
Debt and Family Homes Bill 
To ensure that people who become bankrupt and who are in debt are not made 
homeless unnecessarily. 
 
Debtor Protection Bill 
To enable the use of lay representation in repossessions cases, and improve access to 
debt relief by providing a new route into bankruptcy. 
 
Housing Bill 
To reform Right to Buy and modernise housing regulation. 
 
Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill 
To reduce regulatory burdens while helping to protect and enhance the natural 
environment. 
 
Forth Crossing Bill 
To enable the construction of a new bridge over the Firth of Forth. 
 
Crofting Reform Bill 
To reform crafting to deliver sustainable rural communities. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earnin
g-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/patients-rights-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/ancient-monuments-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/debt-family-homes-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/debtor-protection-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/housing-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/wildlife-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/forth-crossing-bill
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2009-10/summary-of-bills/crofting-reform-bill
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-consultation?view=Binary
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