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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 
Faith Schools 

Dr. Kumar: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
progress has been made towards achieving the target that at least 25 per cent. of pupils 
in faith schools should not be affiliated to the same faith as the school. [271354] 

Jim Knight: In October 2006, religious authorities made a commitment that all 
new Church of England schools open up 25 per cent. of places to children without 
reference to faith, and, once Catholic demand was met, up to 25 per cent. of 
places in new Catholic schools for children from other or no faiths. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w00
23.htm#09042971000076  

 
 
Downing Street e-petition 

“We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to instruct water companies to return to 
charging churches as charities rather than as business premises.” 

Government response:  
Traditionally, surface water drainage charges have been based on the rateable 
value of properties, as allocated by the Valuation Office. Places of worship, along 
with other specific groups and organisations, did not have to pay these charges 
because of their zero rating. Four water companies, Yorkshire (2001/02), Severn 
Trent (2000/01), Northumbrian (2006/07) and United Utilities (2008/09), have 
switched from rateable value to area based charging. 
The Government supports site area charging for surface water drainage in 
principle, because it offers financial incentive for customers to install sustainable 
drainage systems which improve water quality and prevent surface water 
flooding.  However, the Government believes that it is clearly very wrong if 
customers such as faith buildings, community amateur sports clubs and scout huts 
are facing hikes in their bills of several hundred per cent, and where there are 
massive variations between what is being charged in different areas by different 
companies.   
The Government recognises the level of concern over charges for surface water 
drainage, especially in some areas of the country and for some groups where 
increases in charges have been disproportionate and insensitive to the needs of 
water companies’ customers. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w0023.htm#09042971000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w0023.htm#09042971000076
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It is ultimately for the water regulator Ofwat, the independent economic regulator 
of the water industry, and individual companies to agree a fair and proportionate 
system of charging that is sensitive to those organisations who previously enjoyed 
a cross-subsidy. However, Defra has made the Government’s position clear to 
Ofwat and to the Chief Executive of United Utilities (whose customers have been 
most affected, including as a result of miscalculated bills).  We have also made it 
clear that increases in bills of this magnitude are not in line with Defra’s guidance 
on charging issued to Ofwat in 2000, or Ofwat’s more detailed 2003 guidance to 
the water companies.   
In particular, Ofwat’s guidance states that companies that are thinking of 
introducing site-area charging need to assess possible impacts on all customers’ 
bills.  Ofwat’s guidance goes on to state that companies will need to take into 
account the scale and speed of any bill changes to see if they are reasonable and 
acceptable to customers. 
It is for individual companies to prepare their charging schemes and for Ofwat, as 
the economic regulator of the water industry, to review and approve them. 
Customers with sensitive properties, who are concerned about disproportionate 
increases in their bills, or inaccurate bills, should raise their concerns with their 
water company in the first instance or, failing that, with the Consumer Council for 
Water. 
United Utilities has been the focus of many of the recent concerns expressed in 
the media and in representation directly to Defra.  As noted above, Defra has 
conveyed its views on this issue to Ofwat and to the Chief Executive of United 
Utilities. 
In response to such representations, United Utilities now proposes to set its 
surface water drainage charges for 2009/10 at 2007/08 levels for customers such 
as faith buildings, community amateur sports clubs and scout huts (i.e. at levels 
prior to the introduction of site area charging), and is also committed to finding a 
long term solution to this problem for 2010/11 and beyond.  This is a very welcome 
step forward although Defra will continue to monitor this issue and engage further 
with Ofwat as necessary. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19160  
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Holocaust 
Cabinet Office 

New award to recognise British heroes of the Holocaust 
Britons who saved the lives of Jews and other persecuted groups during the Holocaust 
are to be honoured for their actions.  
The Prime Minister, Secretary of State for Communities and Minister for the Cabinet 
Office today announced plans for an award that recognises the extraordinary acts of 
courage shown by a number of British citizens.  
Britons who made a difference during the Holocaust include Jane Haining from Dunscore 
in Scotland - who was sent to Auschwitz after caring for 400 Jewish girls in occupied 
Hungary - and 10 British prisoners of war who rescued a girl from a death march in 
Poland and hid her in their PoW camp.  
 

The Prime Minister said:  
“My visit to Auschwitz left me absolutely determined that we must learn from the 
past as we build our future. Part of this must be proper recognition for those who 
made extraordinary contributions to protect others during the Holocaust.  
“These heroes, many of whom have now died, are a true inspiration to everyone in 
Britain. Their actions have already been recognised in part: some have been 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19160
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named as ‘Righteous Among Nations’ by Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust 
memorial authority, and others have had their stories commemorated in Britain in 
different forms.  
“However, I believe that together their brave actions form a critical part of our 
nation’s wartime history and they deserve to be recognised through a special 
award.”  
 

Secretary of State for Communities Hazel Blears said:  
"The Holocaust is one of history's darkest chapters. Against that background the 
courage of those who risked their own safety to save others stands out all the 
brighter.  
“That we should now recognise their heroism is not only right: it will ensure that 
their stories of compassion and humanity inspire generations to come. I pay tribute 
to the Holocaust Educational Trust and everyone who has lent their voice to its 
powerful campaign."  
 

Minister for the Cabinet Office Liam Byrne said:  
“A small number of British people performed some incredible acts during the 
Holocaust but for too long their stories have gone untold. They are stories of great 
bravery, great humanity, but also great humility.  
“Individually their stories are moving and inspiring and each deserve our 
recognition. But honouring these heroes also achieves a national purpose as their 
stories carry important lessons for us today.  
“They help to ensure we never forget the horrors of the Holocaust. They help instil 
a sense of public service, showing that one person can make a enormous 
difference. And above all, they remind us how important it is to continue the fight 
against prejudice, injustice and intolerance.”  
 

The case for recognition was led by the Holocaust Educational Trust and supported by 
127 MPs who signed an Early Day Motion calling for the heroes to be honoured.  
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2009/090429_heroes.aspx  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Overseas Trade 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform what assistance his Department provides to Israeli businesses 
wishing to (a) invest in the UK and (b) take part in joint ventures with UK companies; how 
much was made available for these purposes in each of the last two years; and if he will 
make a statement. [268514] 

Mr. Thomas: UK Trade and Investment (UKTI) provides a range of information 
and business services to Israeli companies wishing to invest in the UK, through its 
teams based in both the UK and the British Embassy in Tel Aviv. 
As part of UKTI's role to facilitate investment in the UK, the Global Partnerships 
programme offers a research service to foreign companies interested in joint 
ventures and long term collaborations. 
It is not possible to quantify accurately the costs available for these purposes 
solely in Israel. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform when (a) he, (b) Ministers in his Department and (c) his officials last 
met the Chairman of the Israel Britain Chamber of Commerce to discuss trade between 
the UK and Israel; on what dates the next such meetings are planned; and if he will make 
a statement. [268515] 

http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2009/090429_heroes.aspx
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Mr. Thomas: I have not yet had the opportunity to meet Len Judes, Chairman of 
the Israel-British Chamber of Commerce. 
Contacts in Tel Aviv are regular and ongoing. UKTI officials based in London who 
are responsible for business with Israel meet representatives of the Israel-Britain 
Chamber of Commerce when they travel to Israel. UKTI officials met Mr Judes on 
one of his recent visits to the UK. 
My hon. Friend the Minister of State for Trade and Investment will be visiting Israel 
in a private capacity later in the year, although he will spend some time on official 
business. He hopes there will be an opportunity to meet Mr Judes during that visit. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w00
18.htm#09042971000036  
 

Overseas Trade: Israel 
Mrs. Moon: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform what support (a) his Department and (b) UK Trade and Investment 
are providing (i) to support UK business activities in Israel and (ii) support the attendance 
of UK businesses at business fairs and conferences in that country. [271412] 

Mr. Thomas: On behalf of the Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform and HM Government more widely, UK Trade and Investment 
(UKTI) provides a range of support services to British companies wishing to trade 
with or invest in Israel, principally through its commercial team based in the British 
embassy in Tel Aviv. 
UKTI support focuses, in particular, on business opportunities in high technology 
sectors, including Biotechnology, Healthcare, Aerospace, Information and 
Communication Technology, the Environmental Industries and Financial and Legal 
Services. Information on commercial events in Israel is posted on the UKTI 
website 
www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk 
along with details of specific business opportunities in the market. 
UKTI offers a full range of support services to British companies attending trade 
fairs and exhibitions in Israel. These include pre-travel market research and in-
country assistance with programme arranging and logistics. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w00
18.htm#09042971000038  

 
 

Downing Street e-petition 
“We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to call for an immediate international 
inspection of Israel’s nuclear weapons sites and facilities.” 

Government response:  
Thank you for your e-petition.  
The UK would like to see a world free from nuclear weapons.  This goal has been 
set out by the Prime Minister and is shared by President Obama.   We believe that 
by taking a global approach we can better achieve nuclear disarmament in all 
regions of the world, including the Middle East.   
We are aware of the widespread assumption that Israel possesses nuclear 
weapons, but note that the Israeli Government has refused to confirm it.  Israel is 
not a state party to the Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT).  The UK continues to call on 
Israel to accede to the NPT as a Non-Nuclear Weapon State and to sign a full-
scope safeguards agreement with the IAEA.   
The UK strongly supports the creation of a zone free from weapons of mass 
destruction in the Middle East and co-sponsored the resolution to that effect at the 
1995 Non-Proliferation Treaty Extension and Review Conference.  We have gone 
on to consistently support resolutions in support of this aim in the IAEA and the UN 
First Committee, most recently in October 2008.  However, realistically, Israel is 
only likely to accede to the NPT as Non-Nuclear Weapon State when political 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w0018.htm#09042971000036
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w0018.htm#09042971000036
http://www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w0018.htm#09042971000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090429/text/90429w0018.htm#09042971000038
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solutions have been found to the tensions in the region.  The United Kingdom will 
continue to work to facilitate such solutions and to bring all countries closer to the 
international mainstream on nuclear non-proliferation issues. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19155  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

** closes in 5 days 
Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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