
 
1 

 

1 April 2009 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 
Home Affairs 
Israel 

Foreign Affairs 
Relevant Legislation  
Consultations 

 
 

Home Affairs 

Welsh Assembly and Assembly Government 

Single Equality Scheme 2009-2012 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/caecd/publications/090331sesfinalen.doc  
 
The Minister for Social Justice and Local Government (Brian Gibbons): …Wales is 
becoming a more diverse country and we must embrace the cultural richness that 
follows. I want our single equality scheme to deliver a progressive agenda for equality, 
diversity and human rights. Our scheme and its 10 action plans set out how we will be 
promoting equality and how we will meet the general equality statutory duties for 
disability, race and gender. We will apply the same broad principles to the other areas of 
equality: age, transgender, religion and belief or non-belief and sexual orientation. …I am 
setting up a delivery group of external and internal stakeholders to monitor the scheme’s 
effectiveness on a six-monthly basis and to publish updates. I will also issue a review 
document every 12 months on the scheme’s effectiveness. To ensure that the scheme is 
robust, I will be commissioning an independent review. …We have been outward facing, 
sending out a positive message that we want people from black and minority ethnic 
groups to be part of the Assembly Government. Looking at our existing profile of black 
and ethnic minority appointees, it is roughly equivalent to the national representation of 
Wales. It is more or less in line, and possibly a little below that. 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber/bus-chamber-third-assembly-
rop.htm?act=dis&id=124140&ds=3/2009  

 
 
Northern Ireland Executive 

Gildernew announces plans for new animal welfare legislation 
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dard/news-dard-010409-gildernew-
announces-plans.htm  

TOP 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

http://wales.gov.uk/docs/caecd/publications/090331sesfinalen.doc
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber/bus-chamber-third-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=124140&ds=3/2009
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber/bus-chamber-third-assembly-rop.htm?act=dis&id=124140&ds=3/2009
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dard/news-dard-010409-gildernew-announces-plans.htm
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/news/news-dard/news-dard-010409-gildernew-announces-plans.htm


 
2 

 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Question: Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
col 787  T5. [267624] Dr. Phyllis Starkey (Milton Keynes, South-West) (Lab): Credible 
evidence of war crimes committed during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza are now arising 
from Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International and Israeli soldiers. If a culture of 
impunity is not to continue in the region and if those responsible for war crimes are to be 
brought to justice, will the Government support a UN Security Council move for an 
independent inquiry into all war crimes committed by either side during the Gaza 
offensive? 

David Miliband: As I think I said when I made a statement to the House on the 
Gaza conflict on the first day back after the Christmas holiday—the conflict was 
still under way then—we take seriously all allegations of war crimes and they 
should all be properly investigated. At the moment there are investigations by the 
Israeli Government, the UN and the International Committee of the Red Cross. We 
wait to see the results of those investigations, but we must get credible answers. 
That is the basis on which we will judge the need for any action after those 
inquiries. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090331/debtext/90331-
0004.htm  
 

Special Envoy to the Middle East 
Norman Baker: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has received on the performance of the Quartet's Special 
Envoy to the Middle East. [267605] 

Bill Rammell: While we have not received formal representations, we judge that 
the Quartet Representative and his office continue to make a very valuable 
contribution to improving the situation on the ground and to helping to realise our 
common vision of two states, Israel and Palestine, living in peace, prosperity and 
security side by side. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090331/text/90331w00
19.htm#09033172000091  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what steps the Government has taken towards maintaining peace in Gaza since 
Christmas 2008. [267220] 

Bill Rammell: We are working closely with the EU, US and regional partners to 
establish how best to maintain the ceasefire in Gaza. 
UN Security Council Resolution 1860, initiated by the UK, highlights the 
international community's clear and unequivocal call for a durable ceasefire in 
Gaza, and for the unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian supplies to 
the people of Gaza. It also calls for action to make a ceasefire effective and 
sustainable, including stopping arms trafficking into Gaza and opening the 
crossings into Gaza. 
The UK has pledged approximately £50 million to help towards alleviating the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and we continue to urge the Israeli Government to 
ease border controls and permit the flow of essential supplies. 
We have also taken a proactive approach to help prevent the smuggling of arms, 
ammunition and weapons components to armed groups in Gaza—along with 
opening the crossings to legitimate goods. The London conference on 13 March 
2009 built on the progress made in Copenhagen on 3-5 February 2009 and 
agreed a programme of action between the nine participating countries (Canada, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090331/debtext/90331-0004.htm
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Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, the UK, and the US). A 
copy of the programme of action is available for viewing online at: 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&;id=14977034 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090331/text/90331w00
21.htm#09033172000117  
 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Martin Linton (1235) Allegations of war crimes in Gaza (no. 2) – That this House 
notes the allegations which have been made in respect of war crimes committed during 
Operation Cast Lead in Gaza in December 2008 and January 2009 on the basis of 
investigations by Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and The Guardian 
newspaper; notes that these allegations include the use of human shields, unmanned 
aerial vehicles and the targeting of medical staff and medical facilities, all of which are 
prohibited under the Fourth Geneva Convention; recalls that Britain is a High Contracting 
Party to the Convention and is, therefore, legally required to uphold its provisions; and 
urges the Government to call for an independent inquiry sanctioned by the UN Security 
Counsel into allegations of war crimes during Operation Cast Lead. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38357&SESSION=899  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Germany: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of incidents of anti-Semitism in Germany since December 2008; 
and if he will make a statement. [266993] 

Caroline Flint: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office has not received any 
official reports of anti-Semitism in Germany since December 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090331/text/90331w00
20.htm#09033172000111  
 

Hezbollah 
Mrs. Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
criteria the Government use to distinguish between Hezbollah's political and military 
wings. [268154] 

Bill Rammell: The Government distinguish between those parts of Hezbollah 
which are legitimately involved in Lebanese politics and those who are actively 
concerned in terrorism. 
Since July 2008 the “military wing of Hezbollah, including the Jihad council and all 
units reporting to it (including the Hezbollah external security organisation)” has 
been proscribed as being concerned in terrorism, as set out in the Terrorism Act 
2000 (Proscribed Organisations) (Amendment) (No.2) Order 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090331/text/90331w00
20.htm#09033172000113  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
  

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 5 days 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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