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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Census 
Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government what ethnic groupings they propose to list 
on the 2011 census form. [HL2087] 

Lord Patel of Bradford: The information requested falls within the responsibility 
of the UK Statistics Authority. I have asked the authority to reply. 
Letter from Karen Dunnell, National Statistician, to Lord Laird dated March 2009. 
As National Statistician I have been asked to reply to your recent Question asking 
what ethnic groupings are proposed on the 2011 census form. (HL2087) 
The format of the ethnic group question proposed for the 2011 census in England 
and Wales is as set out in the White Paper Helping to Shape Tomorrow published 
on 11 December 2008. This is available on the website at 
www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-project/legislation/index.html. 
The proposals have been determined by the requirements of users of census 
statistics, identified through a programme of extensive consultation which began in 
2005. Users are predominantly from central and local government, the health 
service, education authorities, the academic community, professional 
organisations, and commercial businesses, but the views of a wide range of other 
stakeholders were also taken into consideration in designing the question content 
for the 2011 census. Detailed information about how decisions were made about 
tick-box categories in the ethnic group question is available on the website at 
www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-questionnaire-
content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90323w0001.htm#0903
239000565  

 
 
Home Office 

Taking a new approach to counter-terrorism 
The revised strategy builds on the successes and lessons of the last few years, and uses 
that experience to bring a new approach to dealing with terrorism. … 
The strategy - known as CONTEST - provides a detailed account of the history of the 
terrorist threat to the UK, and explains what led to the emergence of the threat we face 
today. It also theorises as to how the situation may evolve in the coming years. 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-project/legislation/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-questionnaire-content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/2011-census-questionnaire-content/question-and-content-recommendations-for-2011/index.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90323w0001.htm#0903239000565
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90323w0001.htm#0903239000565
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The strategy sets out the principles that form the basis of the government’s response to 
terrorism. These include keeping human rights at the heart of all the counter-terrorism 
work in this country and overseas. It also emphasises the need to address the longer 
term roots of terrorism, as well as its actions. … 
The new strategy retains the framework of the old strategy - four main areas of work 
known as 'the Four Ps' - Pursue, Prevent, Protect and Prepare. Each of these areas has 
been updated, and the document provides much more detail about specific objectives 
and programmes.   
These programmes include: 

• a Pursue strategy which uses new resources to investigate and disrupt terrorist 
networks here and overseas and to prosecute those responsible 

• a Prevent strategy rolled out since last year that reaches more people – nationally, 
internationally and locally - than ever before, and which reflects our better 
understanding of the causes of radicalisation 

• a Protect strategy which will further strengthen our borders, consolidate work on 
our critical national infrastructure (new window) and improve the protection of the 
crowded places where we work, live and play 

• a Prepare strategy that will enable us to respond effectively to new threats, and to 
recover from any terrorist attack faster than ever before. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/taking-new-approach-ct  
 
 
Pursue Prevent Protect Prepare: The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering 
International Terrorism (strategy document) 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-
search/general/HO_Contest_strategy.pdf?view=Binary  
 
Pursue Prevent Protect Prepare  (leaflet) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/contest-leaflet?view=Binary  
 
 
Preferred candidate announced for HMIC chief post 
Denis O’Connor has been selected as the government’s preferred candidate for the post 
of Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Constabulary, Home Secretary Jacqui Smith 
announced today. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/press-releases/Candidate-for-HMIC-chief-post  

 
 
Department for Culture Media and Sport 

Government publishes guidance to help realise the potential of churches and faith 
buildings 
…‘Churches and Faith Buildings: Realising the Potential’ [helps] churches and other and 
faith groups find resources to make their buildings more sustainable by enhancing the 
facilities and services they offer to local communities. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/5998.aspx  
 
Churches and Faith Buildings: Realising the Potential 
http://www.culture.gov.uk/images/publications/Churches_and_Faith_Buildings.pdf  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps her 
Department plans to take to monitor and tackle offences related to anti-Semitism; and if 
she will make a statement. [264610] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: From April this year the Home Office will receive data within 
the annual data requirement which will cover all hate crime. This new system will 
enable us to identify the number of crimes reported due to an individual being 
targeted because of their race, religion, sexual orientation or disability, although it 
is currently not possible to break down the data by the specific ethnicity or religion 
of the victim. The Association of Chief Police Officers will be publishing shortly a 
refreshed version of their “Hate Crime: Delivering a Quality Service” which 
provides good practice examples and tactical guidance to officers dealing with 
these crimes at the front line. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what recent reports 
she has received on levels of anti-Semitism in each police force area in England and 
Wales; and if she will make a statement. [264611] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: Separate data on levels of anti-Semitism are not centrally 
collated, although Home Office Ministers have discussed the issue on a regular 
basis with chief constables and key interest groups. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
22.htm#09032339000017  

 
 
Department for Communities and Local Government 

England to have first-ever 'Inter Faith Week' 
…'Inter Faith Week' will run from 15 to 21 November 2009 with a launch the preceding 
week. Its aims are: 
to strengthen good inter faith relations at all levels 
to increase awareness of the different and distinct faith communities in the UK, in 
particular celebrating and building on the contribution which their members make to their 
neighbourhoods and to wider society 
to increase understanding between people of religious and non-religious belief … 
During 'Inter Faith Week' typical activities designed to encourage the development of 
new partnerships within local communities could include: 

• a church and a mosque organising exchange visits for their congregations 
• a local inter faith group organising a 'faith trail' to different places of worship 
• a temple, synagogue or gurdwara arranging a special open day event 
• a school or college arranging an inter faith debate on the environment 
• a football match involving young people from different faith communities 

The possibility of the Week being marked in Wales as well as in England is under 
consideration. An annual 'Inter Faith Week' already takes place in Scotland. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1183635  

TOP 
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Ron Arad 
Dr. Ladyman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions HM Ambassador in Tehran has had with the Iranian Government on the 
missing Israeli pilot, Ron Arad. [265653] 

Bill Rammell: Our ambassador in Tehran has not had any discussions with the 
Iranian Government regarding the missing Israeli pilot, Ron Arad. However, my 
right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary discussed Mr. Arad's disappearance in 
January 2000 with the Iranian Foreign Minister. The Iranian Minister assured him 
that although he had no information concerning Mr. Arad, he would pass on any 
information he might obtain. Officials in our embassies in Beirut and Damascus 
have also sought information on Mr. Arad's case; most recently with the Lebanese 
Government in February 2004. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
07.htm#09032312000087  
 

Asylum: Palestinians 
Jenny Willott: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many 
asylum applications her Department has received from (a) individuals and (b) families 
from (i) the Palestinian Territories and (ii) the Gaza Strip in each of the last (A) 12 months 
and (B) five years; and if she will make a statement. [264168] 

Mr. Woolas: The requested information is unavailable and could be obtained only 
at disproportionate cost by examination of individual case records. 
However, information on the number of nationals from the Palestinian Territories 
that have applied for asylum in the United Kingdom between 2004 and 2008, 
broken down by main applicant and dependants have been provided in the table. 
Information on asylum is published annually and quarterly. Statistics for the first 
quarter of 2009 will be available in May 2009 from the Library of the House and 
from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate website 
at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration-asylum-stats.html 

To read the associated table see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
22.htm#09032339000020  

 
Middle East: Armed Conflict 

Mr. Leech: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 2 March 2009, Official Report, column 1429W, on Middle East: 
armed conflict, by what methods the risks that arms could be used for internal repression 
or external aggression are surveyed; and what steps his Department took to gather 
evidence on the use of arms exports in relation to Gaza. [264704] 

Bill Rammell: All arms export license applications are considered on a case by 
case basis against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing 
Criteria. This includes criteria covering internal repression and external 
aggression. We assess each application in the light of information received from 
several sources, including our embassies, non-governmental organisations and 
international agencies and in accordance with the EU Arms Export Users Guide, 
which was published in the UK’s 2007 Annual Report on Strategic Export Controls. 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the conclusions of the London Conference on 
the prevention of arms smuggling to Gaza. [265588] 

Bill Rammell: Tackling the smuggling of arms, ammunition and weapons 
components to armed groups in Gaza—along with opening the crossings to 
legitimate goods—is an important part of improving the situation there in a 
sustainable way. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0007.htm#09032312000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0007.htm#09032312000087
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration-asylum-stats.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0022.htm#09032339000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0022.htm#09032339000020
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The London conference on 13 March 2009 built on the progress made in 
Copenhagen on 3-5 February 2009 and agreed a Programme of Action between 
the nine participating countries (Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, the UK and the US). A copy of this programme is available 
on the FCO website: http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/ 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
06.htm#09032312000077  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the discussions between the Turkish Prime Minister and the 
Israeli Prime Minister on peace in the Middle East which took place between 1 November 
and 27 December 2008. [259999] 

Bill Rammell: Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan last met Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in Turkey on 22 December 2008. The details of that 
meeting, and any other private conversations which may have taken place, are a 
matter for the governments concerned. 

Mr. Gordon Prentice: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what assessment he has made of the progress that has been made by Tony Blair 
as the Quartet representative; and if he will make a statement. [263407] 

Bill Rammell: While we have not made a formal assessment, we judge that the 
Quartet representative and his office have made a valuable contribution to 
improving the situation on the ground. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
06.htm#09032312000078  
 

Palestinians: Fisheries 
Mr. Andrew Turner: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent reports he has received on access by Gazan fishermen to (a) Gazan 
and (b) international waters. [264497] 

Bill Rammell: Gazan fishermen are prevented by the Israeli navy from entering 
international waters. The Israeli navy also severely limits their access to Gaza’s 
own territorial waters. We believe that the current limit is enforced at around three 
miles from the shore. 
Many Gazan fishing boats were also destroyed or damaged during Operation Cast 
Lead. The Israeli authorities say that they are enforcing these limits to prevent the 
smuggling of weapons into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
07.htm#09032312000084  
 

Palestinians: Postal Services 
Mr. Andrew Turner: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what restrictions there are on (a) mail and (b) gifts being sent from the UK to 
people in (i) the West Bank and (ii) Gaza. [264761] 

Bill Rammell: There are no restrictions specific to mail or gifts originating in the 
UK. Incoming mail destined for the Occupied Palestinian Territories must be 
routed via Israel. It will be subject to security checks. Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office staff, living in Gaza and the West Bank report that it will take small 
envelopes several weeks to arrive from an international address. Some of this 
period of time may also be accounted for by the inefficiency of the Palestinian 
Authority’s own mail service. 
For parcels sent to the West Bank, the security checking process can last up to 
two months and many West Bankers now arrange for larger mail items to be sent 
to addresses in east Jerusalem and then delivered on by friends or relatives.  
Parcels destined for Gaza can be held up for several months and few individuals 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0006.htm#09032312000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0006.htm#09032312000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0006.htm#09032312000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0006.htm#09032312000078
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0007.htm#09032312000084
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0007.htm#09032312000084
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or organisations inside Gaza would now use this as a means to send items into 
the Gaza strip. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
07.htm#09032312000085  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy to withdraw from the UN Durban 2 anti-racism conference; what 
recent discussions he has had with (a) EU member states, (b) the US administration and 
(c) the government of Israel on this issue; what recent representations he has received (i) 
supporting and (ii) opposing a withdrawal from the conference; and if he will make a 
statement. [263262] 

Bill Rammell: The UK is still engaged in the Durban Review process and we will 
keep our position under review. We hope that there is still time to return the focus 
of preparations to reviewing work undertaken to combat racism and implement the 
2001 Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, thus enhancing the prospect 
of a consensus outcome. But a change in this direction will be required for any 
outcome document to gain our support. 
We have, on several occasions, expressed our view on the Durban Review 
Conference: we want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against 
racism in all its forms, in all countries in the world. The Government remain deeply 
concerned about the draft outcome document. Ministers and officials have had 
regular discussions with EU partners and the US administration on the Durban 
Review Conference. I discussed it with the Israeli ambassador when he called on 
me on 11 March 2009. We have received numerous representations both urging 
us to remain engaged in the process to strengthen the concluding document, and 
also expressing concern about the direction it has taken. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
08.htm#09032312000097  
 

Hezbollah 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the Minister of State’s evidence to the Foreign Affairs Select Committee on 4 
March 2009, with which members of Hezbollah’s political wing the Government has 
made contact. [264752] 

Bill Rammell: On 9 January 2009 our ambassador in Beirut accompanied a group 
of British parliamentarians to a meeting with the Lebanese Foreign Affairs 
Committee that included the Hezbollah MP, Ali Amaar. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs for 
what reasons the Government ceased contact with both the political and military wings of 
Hezbollah in 2005. [264753] 

Bill Rammell: The UK had contacts with some political officials in Hezbollah from 
2001 to 2005 but no contacts with Hezbollah's military wing. Although previous 
discussion had been frank, they became increasingly insubstantial. The political 
contacts ended in 2005 as we judged that the conditions at the time, specifically 
the political stalemate of the Lebanese Government, meant that the talks were not 
productive enough to be worth continuing. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the extent of co-operation between the political and military 
wings of Hezbollah in seeking to commit or support acts of terrorism. [264755] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0007.htm#09032312000085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0007.htm#09032312000085
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0008.htm#09032312000097
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w0008.htm#09032312000097
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Bill Rammell: In July 2008 the decision was made by the Home Office to 
proscribe the military wing, which we specified as the Jihad Council and all units 
reporting to it. During this process a thorough assessment of all the components of 
Hezbollah was carried out to establish this distinction. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of reported statements by Hezbollah's leadership that there is 
no distinction between the organisation's political and military wings. [264756] 

Bill Rammell: In July 2008 the decision was made by the Home Office to 
proscribe the military wing, which we specified as the Jihad Council and all units 
reporting to it. During this process a thorough assessment of all the components of 
Hezbollah was carried out to establish this distinction between those members of 
Hezbollah who are legitimately involved in Lebanese politics and those who are 
involved in violence and support terrorism. We will not have contacts with 
individuals whom we assess to be involved in violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/text/90323w00
06.htm#09032312000071  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

programme motion 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/debtext/90323-
0008.htm#0903235000001 
 

Report Stage debate House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/debtext/90323-
0010.htm#09032313000001  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/pbc0720324p.107-
113.html 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720324m.54
7-553.html  
 
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 

 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/debtext/90323-0008.htm#0903235000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/debtext/90323-0010.htm#09032313000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090323/debtext/90323-0010.htm#09032313000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/pbc0720324p.107-113.html
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http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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