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Home Affairs 
Department for International Development 

Lambeth Palace hosts DFID White Paper consultation 
Lambeth palace yesterday hosted a consultation between faith communities and the UK 
Government's Department for International Development (DFID) on the forthcoming 
White Paper.  
The Archbishop of Canterbury's senior advisors on inter-faith relations and international 
development were joined by representatives from all the UK's religions and many faith 
based development agencies to discuss the White Paper consultation, and to emphasise 
the contribution of religious communities to its formulation.  
Ivan Lewis MP, International Development Minister, who attended the consultation, 
commented on the ability of Faith communities to bring their networks, experience and 
religious perspectives to bear on international development issues, particularly in the light 
of the current economic and financial crisis:  
“Today we stand at a critical juncture. We face a financial crisis which could push 90 
million people more people into extreme poverty by the end of next year.  
“We must come up with new solutions and new ways of working that address the 
development challenges we face in the 21st century. Faith groups are critical to that.  
“Faith is fundamental to understanding and relating to the world. It helps shape how we 
understand the opportunities and challenges of life – and how we respond to help those 
less fortunate than ourselves. Your voices are essential.”  
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/lambeth.asp  
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Community Relations 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what steps her 
Department has taken to combat anti-Semitism since January 2009; and if she will make 
a statement. [263257] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: A range of work is ongoing to reduce hate crime including 
anti-Semitic crimes. In February 2009, a ministerial seminar agreed an action plan 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/lambeth.asp
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on tackling hate crime on the internet. I have become the cross-government 
champion for this work on reducing incitement on the internet. Moving forward, 
tackling anti-Semitic attacks forms part of the work in the development of the 
cross-government Hate Crime Strategy. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will make it 
her policy to allow the separate identification of offences committed against the Jewish 
community under (a) the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006 and (b) section 18 of the 
Public Order Act 1986; what recent representations she has received supporting 
separate identification; and if she will make a statement. [263256] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: From April 2009, the Annual Police Community Safety figures 
will add five data requirements on hate crime. These figures will enable us to 
identify the number of hate crimes reported due to an individual being targeted 
because of their race or religion. The Home Office is currently considering the 
potential for further subcategories within these broader categories. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090318/text/90318w00
04.htm#09031889000064  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

West Bank 
Viscount Waverley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of how many people live in Israeli settlements in the West Bank; and how many 
units of housing there are in those settlements. [HL1772] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): Non-governmental organisation Peace Now released a settlement report 
on 27 January 2008. The report shows a significant increase in the West Bank 
settler population to 285,000 at the end of 2008 (an increase from 270,000 at the 
end of 2007). 1,518 new structures were built in settlements and outposts on the 
West Bank during 2008 (the term “structure” includes permanent buildings and 
mobile homes and single- and multiple-dwelling buildings). 927 (61 per cent) of 
these were built west of the route of the barrier, while 591 (39 per cent) were built 
to the east of the route of the barrier. 
We are very concerned about this expansion and have repeatedly made clear that 
we regard it as unacceptable and illegal. We will continue to reiterate this 
message. An EU presidency declaration on 20 February 2009 reinforced this 
message. 

Viscount Waverley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of whether further Israeli settlements are planned in the West Bank; and what 
steps they will take to ensure that they are not constructed. [HL1775] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: Expansion of Israeli settlements continues. The plans for 
settlement construction in the vicinity of Adam in the West Bank would constitute a 
new settlement block. 
The EU has condemned these plans and made this clear in a declaration dated 20 
February 2009. The UK fully supports this statement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90318w0004.htm#0903
1890000375  
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Gaza 
Lord Sheikh: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of 
whether the conflict in Gaza has breached international humanitarian law. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I reinforce the comments made by my noble 
friend Lord Malloch-Brown that we take allegations of breaches of international law 
very seriously. The UN is investigating a number of specific incidents that occurred 
in Gaza during the conflict. The Israeli authorities have also said that they are 
investigating specific incidents raised by the aid agencies. We shall consider very 
carefully the results of investigations once they are available. 

Lord Sheikh: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that response. Will our Government 
press for the establishment of a prompt, impartial and independent investigation which 
will make public its findings and provide recommendations as to how the people who are 
responsible should be held to account? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, as I indicated in my original Answer, the 
United Nations is investigating damage to its property and injuries and death to its 
personnel in Gaza. The Israeli Government, too, have undertaken to examine the 
conduct of their forces in Gaza. The House will appreciate that Israel is a signatory 
to the Geneva Convention and therefore has obligations. Those investigations will 
go on. We will of course monitor the situation carefully and take any action which 
is necessary as a result of the outcome of those investigations. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, is my noble friend aware that the Israel Defence 
Force is currently conducting seven internal investigations into alleged incidents during 
the Gaza conflict which, if determined to be in breach of humanitarian law, will lead to 
those responsible being prosecuted? Does he not agree that this demonstrates Israel’s 
willingness as a vibrant democracy to hold itself accountable for any breaches that may 
have occurred? What steps are being taken to ensure that similar inquiries are 
conducted into alleged violations by Hamas? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, the British Government expect the Israeli 
authorities to carry out investigations where there are allegations of breaches of 
humanitarian law in the conduct of conflict, and, as I mentioned earlier, Israel is a 
signatory to the Geneva Convention. That is not the case with those on the other 
side, although there is no doubt that, where evidence is available, the United 
Nations will be very concerned about the matter. We wish to ensure that any 
breaches are identified and people held to account. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, now that the International Criminal Court has for 
the first time issued a warrant against a serving head of state, in the case of Sudan, and 
that a number of Governments in the Arab world and Africa, including the Saudis, are 
saying that this is a perfect example of the way in which the West uses international law 
against the developing world but does not apply standards against its own friends and 
allies participating in conflict, is it not important that we are all seen to judge actions not 
only of other Governments but also of our own Government against the standards of 
international law that we wish to insist on? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, of course, that is an unimpeachable principle, 
but the noble Lord will also recognise the fact that these are very different 
circumstances in which conflict occurs. Of course, there are higher priorities than 
these issues, important though they are. The world is mostly interested in securing 
a fair and peaceful arrangement for the development of the relationships between 
Israel and the people of Palestine and Gaza. Those matters need to be taken into 
account. It is not always the case that a threatening challenge to those who have 
been responsible for reprehensible conduct is necessarily the next stage forward 
in advancing the cause of peace. 

Lord Elystan-Morgan: My Lords, what is the approximate number of missiles fired by 
Hamas into southern Israel since the ceasefire? Will the Minister confirm that it is not the 
case that Israel and Hamas stand on exactly the same ground in international law? Israel 
is a fully constituted democratic sovereign state, while Hamas is a proscribed terrorist 
organisation, so labelled by the United States of America, the European Union, Australia 
and Canada. 
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Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, of course, the noble Lord is right on the latter 
point. There is a difference between a sovereign state and the Hamas rule in 
Gaza. That means, therefore, that the expectations, obligations and any sanctions 
are different in the two cases. That does not alter the fact that, when conflict of this 
kind has occurred, it is important that as far as possible the truth of the incidence 
of atrocities is identified. I do not have the figures for the numbers of rockets; I 
imagine the noble Lord has put it forward as being a lesser force than was wielded 
by the Israeli armed forces in Gaza, which is certainly so. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, my noble friend is aware that if any breaches of 
international humanitarian law are found by the internal Israeli inquiry they will be 
referred for prosecution to the independent judiciary in Israel. Is he aware of any similar 
inquiry by Hamas into, for example, allegations of using civilians as human shields or 
using the opportunity of killing Fatah opponents and firing from civilian houses? Does he 
have any confidence in the equivalent judicial system in Hamas? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, as we have just discussed, the exercise of 
power in the two territories is very different. As my noble friend is aware, Israel is a 
sovereign state with its obligations. It has signed up to the Geneva Convention 
and has indicated that it intends to carry out those inquiries consistent with those 
obligations. That is not the case with regard to Hamas, which does not fit at all into 
the same category of being an international authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90318-
0001.htm#09031886000432  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Public Petitions Committee 
The Convener: PE1238, from Deryck Beaumont, on behalf of the Scottish Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign, calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
urge the United Kingdom Government to expel the Israeli ambassador from the UK until 
Israel shows that it is prepared to accept that it is not above international law. I invite 
comments and questions from committee members on the petition. The committee has 
received some additional information from the petitioner, which arrived earlier today and 
which I think has been distributed to members. 
Robin Harper: I declare an interest, as I am a member of the Scottish Parliament cross-
party group on Palestine. 
The Convener: Other members may wish to declare their interests. 
Bill Butler: I, too, am on the cross-party group on Palestine. 
Marlyn Glen: As am I. 
The Convener: I am as well. 
Robin Harper: The petition places us in a similar position to that in which we have been 
placed regarding a few other petitions. Whether or not we agree with the terms of the 
petition, the question is whether we are an appropriate body to progress it in the way that 
the petitioner requests of us. The issue is reserved. It lies entirely within the powers of 
Her Majesty's Government in Westminster. That is my observation. The only thing that 
could be done with the petition is to refer it to the Scottish Government, requesting a 
response. 
Bill Butler: I do not want to shut the petition down. I wish to assure the petitioner, who 
sent his e-mail on Monday 16 March 2009, that none of my committee colleagues wishes 
to shut the petition down or to silence the petitioner or those who agree with him. It is 
absolutely an important issue. 
The petitioner has a point in the sense that, although the matter is reserved, the terms of 
the petition are such that it is appropriate for us to deal with it—it asks the Scottish 
Government to urge the Westminster Government to follow a certain course of action. 
Whether people think that the suggested course of action would merely exacerbate the 
situation, rather than leading to a two-state solution and the implementation of United 
Nations resolution 242, is beside the point. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90318-0001.htm#09031886000432
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90318-0001.htm#09031886000432
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I think that we should write to the Scottish Government, asking for its view on the thrust 
of the petition. 
Marlyn Glen: I have huge sympathy with the petition. We have discussed the matter in 
Parliament twice very recently. One of those occasions was a members' business debate 
that was secured by Pauline McNeill; the other was a debate about the humanitarian 
disaster in Gaza, when the Parliament debated what the Scottish Government could do 
to help from a humanitarian, devolved, point of view. 
I share other members' feelings about the difficulties regarding the reserved-devolved 
issue, and I wonder whether expelling an ambassador would not make discussions more 
difficult rather than easier. However, that is a moot point. I agree with Bill Butler's 
suggestion that we write to the Government to ask it what its view is. 
Nigel Don: I broadly agree with everything that has been said. We have a problem with 
things that are reserved, and we must tread very carefully. I do not think that we should 
go down the route of throwing out all such petitions on the basis that they concern 
reserved matters. It is one of the aspects of Scottish Government and Scottish 
parliamentary life that we must address—we need to accept that. 
However, as colleagues have said, the petition before us throws into stark relief the 
nature of those petitions in which people call for something very specific, and it can be 
difficult for us to endorse such specific points. Therefore, I join Bill Butler and Marlyn 
Glen in suggesting that we need to find another way forward. We should get something 
to the Government saying that the petition seems to make a point, but we need to be 
careful not specifically to support the very particular point that the petitioner makes. We 
probably need some wisdom from our clerks to write that letter, so that we can make 
suitable progress, but that is the line that we have to try to draw. 
The Convener: Do members have any other observations or comments? The 
recommendation is that we should write to the Scottish Government. 
Bill Butler: We should seek its views on the proposal in the petition. I think that that is all 
that we can do. 
The Convener: Do members agree with that suggestion? 
Members indicated agreement. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/petitions/or-09/pu09-0502.htm#Col1606 

 

For details of the petition see 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/pdfs/PE1238.pdf 
 

For the Scottish Parliament Information Centre briefing about the petition see  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/petitionBriefings/pb-09/PB09-
1238.pdf 
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Foreign Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what matters he plans to propose for inclusion on the agenda for the Durban II 
conference in Geneva in April 2009. [263625] 

Gillian Merron: The United Kingdom has been active in negotiations for the 
Durban Review Conference. We have, on several occasions, expressed our view 
on the Durban Review Conference: we want the conference to forge a collective 
will to fight against racism in all its forms, in all countries in the world. The 
Government remain deeply concerned about the draft outcome document. 
We have made numerous drafting proposals for the concluding document, 
including on the following issues: 
contemporary forms of slavery; 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/petitions/or-09/pu09-0502.htm#Col1606
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/pdfs/PE1238.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/petitionBriefings/pb-09/PB09-1238.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/petitionBriefings/pb-09/PB09-1238.pdf
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multiple and aggravated forms of discrimination, including on the grounds of sex, 
religion or belief, disability, age, sexual orientation and gender reassignment; 
combating anti-Semitism (including through the Organisation for Security and Co-
operation in Europe and the media, the role of law enforcement, statements by 
national leaders, education); 
Holocaust remembrance and condemning Holocaust denial, including the role of 
the International Task Force for Holocaust Education Remembrance and 
Research, the UN and Council of Europe; 
national strategies to promote cohesion and tackle community tension; 
conflict, including inter-ethnic and intra religious or communal violence; 
crimes against humanity, war crimes, ethnic and genocide prevention; 
the use of irregular militia; 
international justice; 
discrimination and victimisation in employment and training, the provision of 
goods, facilities and services, education, housing and public functions; 
cultural diversity; 
UN institutional issues; 
civil society; 
general duties on public authorities to promote race equality. 
We have also opposed many amendments that we judge would reduce the 
prospect of consensus, for example on defamation of religions, singling out one 
particular country for criticism, and language suggesting a hierarchy of victims. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090318/text/90318w00
12.htm#09031889000132  
 

UN: Durban Review Conference 
Baroness Whitaker: To ask Her Majesty's Government (a) whether they will be 
represented at the United Nations Durban Review Conference; (b) if so, whether this 
representation will be at ministerial level; (c) what outcomes they hope to achieve from 
their participation in the conference; (d) how they will report on progress made since the 
2001 conference, in particular in relation to their commitment to a national action plan 
against racism; and (e) how they are engaging with non-governmental organisations in 
the preparations for and follow-up to the conference. [HL1801] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The UK is still engaged in the Durban Review process and we will keep 
our position under review. No decisions have yet been taken on the composition of 
our delegation. 
The Government have on several occasions expressed their view on the Durban 
Review Conference, the follow-up to the 2001 World Conference Against Racism. 
We want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against racism in all its 
forms, in all countries in the world. However, the Government remain deeply 
concerned about the draft outcome document. 
The UK responded to a questionnaire circulated by the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights that sought an assessment of how 
states had implemented the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action. This 
included information on the UK's national strategy to increase race equality and 
community cohesion, called Improving Opportunity, Strengthening Society, which 
was launched in January 2005. 
The Government have received a number of representations from non-
governmental organisations on the Durban Review Conference and engage with 
them at every opportunity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90318w0004.htm#0903
1890000373  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
 http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721803a.40
9-415.html  
 
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 

 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
** Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
 

papers for the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development meeting of 16 March – 
Minute not yet available online 

 

opinion of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/ad/766/766323/766323
en.pdf 
 

draft rapporteur's report 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/pr/747/747932/747932e
n.pdf  
 

proposed amendments 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/am/765/765587/765587
en.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721803a.409-415.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721803a.409-415.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/ad/766/766323/766323en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/ad/766/766323/766323en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/pr/747/747932/747932en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/pr/747/747932/747932en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/am/765/765587/765587en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2004_2009/documents/am/765/765587/765587en.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
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Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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