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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Faith Schools: Finance 
Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how 
much religious bodies have spent in capital expenditure on voluntary aided schools of a 
religious character in each of the last five financial years; and how much such bodies 
have received from public funds as a contribution to such expenditure (a) up to and (b) 
over 90 per cent. of the total expenditure. [263010] 

Jim Knight: The information set out in the table shows the amount of grant 
payable to the governing bodies of those voluntary aided schools with a religious 
character. Although most capital expenditure at voluntary aided schools requires a 
10 per cent. contribution from their governing bodies, we do not have information 
relating to any other contributions made either by governing bodies or from any 
other source. 

£000 

 Amount paid up  
to 90 per cent. 

Amount paid  
90-100 per cent. 

2004-05 450,580 57,292 

2005-06 394,629 77,913 

2006-07 500,022 125,501 

2007-08 531,750 155,559 

2008-09 506,131 184967 

Total 2,383,112 601,232 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/text/90317w00
18.htm#09031796000050  
 

Prisons: Extremism 
Baroness Neville-Jones: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they have taken 
to implement the recommendations to counter religious extremism outlined by Her 
Majesty's Chief Inspector of Prisons in her report on HMP Belmarsh of 15 April 2008. 
[HL1882] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Bach): 
There were no recommendations to counter religious extremism in this report. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/text/90317w0018.htm#09031796000050
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/text/90317w0018.htm#09031796000050


 
2 

The only recommendation relating to Muslim prisoners in chapter 9 
(recommendations, housekeeping points and good practice) was: 
9.8: Managers should explore the reasons for the alienation of many Muslim 
prisoners and take appropriate action. (HP5 1)  
Belmarsh produced an action plan, including the following recommendations: 
existing data will be analysed by religious registration and presented at the 
chaplaincy team meeting;MQPL (Measuring Quality of Prisoner Life) data and a 
report will be analysed to ascertain; differences by religion, and presented at the 
chaplaincy team meeting;prisoner forums to be used as part of the chaplaincy 
review to gauge attitudes and requirements of a cross section of chapel users. To 
be presented at the chaplaincy team meeting;Examine attitudes of Muslim 
prisoners in comparable situations (e.g. high security estate and London local 
prisons). To be presented at the chaplaincy team meeting;access research into 
attitudes of Muslims in the wider community. To be presented at the chaplaincy 
team meeting; andregular prisoner consultation groups will continue. Cross-
functional work involving Imams to be enhanced. Advice of psychology team to be 
sought.  
The establishment action plan was produced by functional heads and agreed with 
the governor and then approved by the director of high security. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90317w0003.htm#0903
1754000309  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Anti-Semitism: Children 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the 
answer of 2 March 2009, Official Report, column 1253W, on anti-Semitism: children, if 
she will make it her policy to record the circumstances behind each such case; and if she 
will make a statement. [263259] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The Government intend to introduce a new statutory duty on 
schools to record all incidents of bullying between pupils. We are planning to 
launch a full public consultation in May on draft regulations, and will be consulting 
on making it compulsory for incidents of bullying to be recorded by type, as related 
to race, religion, ethnicity, gender, sexuality etc. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/text/90317w00
23.htm#09031796000092  
 

Anti-Semitism: Greater London 
Mr. Burrowes: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what estimate 
she has made of the number of anti-Semitic attacks in London in each of the last five 
years; and what steps she is taking to combat anti-Semitic attacks. [256397] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The statistics collected centrally in relation to religious or 
racially motivated offences do not include information that would allow the 
separate identification of offences committed against the Jewish community. This 
information could therefore be provided only at disproportionate cost. Work on 
tackling anti-Semitic attacks forms part of the overall cross-government action on 
hate crime and will be reflected in the cross-governmental Hate Crime strategy 
that we are committed to producing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/text/90317w00
23.htm#09031796000093  

TOP 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they have had 
with the British Gas Group regarding the natural gas resources off the coast of Gaza. 
[HL1708] 

The Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory 
Reform & Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Davies of Abersoch): Our 
consulate-general in Jerusalem and our embassy in Tel Aviv have been in regular 
contact with British Gas Group regarding the natural gas resources off the coast of 
Gaza since British Gas Group first began exploration in 1999. Discussions have 
also taken place in the past year with the Cabinet Office and UK Trade and 
Investment. The most recent meeting on this matter was between the head of UK 
Trade and Investment at the British consulate-general in Jerusalem and 
representatives of British Gas Group in December 2008. 
In the last meeting BCG had with BG Group, discussion centred on BG's 
negotiations with Israel Electricity Company (IEC) concerning buying Gaza gas. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the British Gas Group concerning the agreement to sell natural gas from the 
Gazan gas field to Israel via a pipeline to Ashkelon. [HL1710] 

Lord Davies of Abersoch: None. No such agreement currently exists. 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what reports they have received 
about the renegotiation of the agreement made by the British Gas Group to sell natural 
gas from the Gazan gas field to Israel via a pipeline to Ashkelon following Israel's military 
action in Gaza. [HL1711] 

Lord Davies of Abersoch: None. No such agreement between the British Gas 
Group and Israel exists. 
No agreements have been reached. BG Group negotiates directly with the Israel 
Electric Company and waits for the new government Cabinet to be formed in order 
to take the negotiations to higher levels. The issue of transferring the Gaza gas 
from the field to Ashkelon following the military action in Gaza has not been 
agreed on yet. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration they have given 
to encouraging the involvement of the authorities in Gaza in the negotiations on the 
agreement made by the British Gas Group to sell natural gas from the Gazan gas field to 
Israel via a pipeline to Ashkelon. [HL1712] 

Lord Davies of Abersoch: No such agreement exists. The competent Palestinian 
organisations are the Palestine Investment Fund and the Palestinian Energy 
Authority. The UK does not recognise the legitimacy of the current authorities in 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90317w0002.htm#0903
1754000303  

 
 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Andrew Gwynne (1115) The detention of Corporal Gilad Shalit – That this House 
calls for the immediate and unconditional release of the Israeli soldier, Corporal Gilad 
Shalit, who was kidnapped by Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups in a cross-
border terrorist attack inside Israel on 25 June 2006; welcomes Egyptian efforts to bring 
about the soldier's release; notes that 21 March 2009 will mark the soldier's 1,000th day 
in captivity; further notes that, despite repeated requests, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross continues to be denied access to the kidnapped soldier; recognises that 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90317w0002.htm#09031754000303
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90317w0002.htm#09031754000303
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the soldier's continued detention is an obstacle to peace between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians; condemns the kidnapping of Corporal Shalit by Hamas; and urges the 
Government to do all it can to bring about Corporal Shalit's release. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38226&SESSION=899  

 
 
UK Ministerial Statement 

Gaza 
The Secretary of State for International Development (Mr. Douglas Alexander): On 
1 March I visited Gaza to see first hand the effect that the recent conflict has had on 
ordinary people. During my visit I pledged £30 million for the first phase of reconstruction 
in Gaza, known as “early recovery”. This will help restore basic services, and rebuild 
damaged and destroyed homes, schools and hospitals. The pledge includes a new £20 
million provision and £10 million from the support announced in January, bringing the UK 
response to the recent conflict in Gaza to nearly £50 million. 
The Foreign Secretary reiterated this pledge on 2 March at the Sharm el-Sheikh 
conference on Gazan reconstruction, and spoke of the need for a comprehensive peace 
between Israel and her neighbours. He made it clear that the Palestinian people need a 
single Government across the occupied Palestinian territories. Participants at the 
conference welcomed the Palestinian national early recovery and reconstruction plan 
presented at the conference, and confirmed it would form the basis for their support to 
Gaza. They said they would channel their assistance through existing international and 
regional mechanisms. 
Access for much-needed materials will be critical for early recovery and reconstruction to 
take place. Following my visit to Gaza, I met with Isaac Herzog, the Israeli Minister 
responsible for co-ordinating aid to Gaza, and pressed for improved access and for a 
relaxation of restrictions on the type of goods that are allowed across the border. At the 
Sharm conference the following day, there was broad support for full opening of the 
crossings to Gaza to allow reconstruction to take place. In his speech, the Foreign 
Secretary endorsed principles for humanitarian access drawn up by the UN and other 
humanitarian agencies. 
The current focus on humanitarian aid and early recovery does not diminish the need for 
full reconstruction. The World Bank, EC and UN will take the lead on a full needs 
assessment, working closely with the Palestinian Authority. Reviving the Gaza economy 
is also critical to the long-term recovery of Gaza. Jobs need to be created, large-scale 
public infrastructure needs to be repaired, and civil administration rebuilt. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/wmstext/90317
m0001.htm#09031764000014  

 
 
European Parliament 

EMPA plenary focuses on Middle East   
The situation in the Middle East was the main focus of debate at the fifth plenary session 
of the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) held from 15 to 17 March at 
the European Parliament in Brussels. EMPA could also be given observer status on the 
executive bodies of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). 
In a recommendation addressed to the ministers of the UfM, on the situation in the 
Middle East, EMPA backs the Arab Peace Initiative and the efforts to achieve intra-
Palestinian reconciliation.  Parliamentarians from both shores of the Mediterranean also 
called for a freeze on all settlements, including those already in existence. They issued a 
fresh appeal for the liberation of the members of the Palestinian Legislative Council as 
well as the soldier Gilad Shalit. 
 On the Gaza conflict, the delegates took the view that violations of international 
humanitarian law and the use in civilian areas of banned weapons should be the subject 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38226&SESSION=899
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/wmstext/90317m0001.htm#09031764000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090317/wmstext/90317m0001.htm#09031764000014
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of an independent inquiry and they called on Israel to shoulder its responsibilities and 
contribute to the reconstruction of Gaza. They condemned the fact that the civilian 
population in the Gaza strip had been targeted.  EMPA also condemned the continued 
rocket attacks on southern Israel.    
 The recommendation was adopted unanimously with the exception of the representative 
of the Israeli Knesset, who voted against. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-51928-075-03-12-903-
20090316IPR51927-16-03-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

United Nations 
Revised text raises hopes for successful UN anti-racism summit, says official 
The United Nations human rights chief today said she hopes the release of a shorter 
version of the draft outcome document for next month’s anti-racism conference will mark 
the necessary breakthrough to achieve consensus among States and lead to a 
successful summit.  … 
A working group made up of UN Member States has been negotiating a draft outcome 
document for next month’s meeting, which High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi 
Pillay has acknowledged has been the target of criticism by those who fear a repetition of 
the anti-Semitic outbursts witnessed in Durban.  
In a news release issued today in Geneva, Ms. Pillay said she hoped the introduction of 
the much shorter, but still substantive, version of the text that has been under discussion 
since January would be a “major turning point” in preparations for the meeting. 
“I really hope that this marks the necessary breakthrough needed to achieve consensus 
on a text that must offer concrete help to hundreds of groups and millions of individuals 
who are subjected to racism and other forms of intolerance all across the world,” Ms. 
Pillay said. 
“No continent, indeed no individual country, is free of these dangerous phenomena, and 
it would be inexcusable if States failed to reach consensus on such important issues,” 
she added.  
Russia’s Yuri Boychenko, who is chairing the negotiations, will continue to consult 
informally on this “rolling” document during the coming weeks, leading up to a 
Preparatory Committee meeting from 15 to 17 April, just before the actual Review 
Conference.  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30220&Cr=racism&Cr1=durban  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
 http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721703a.38
1-387.html  
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-51928-075-03-12-903-20090316IPR51927-16-03-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-51928-075-03-12-903-20090316IPR51927-16-03-2009-2009-false/default_en.htm
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30220&Cr=racism&Cr1=durban
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721703a.381-387.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721703a.381-387.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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