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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 
Faith Schools: Islam 

Mark Pritchard: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) 
how many Muslim schools in England receive direct or indirect funding from foreign 
countries; and from which countries such funding is provided; [263090] 
(2) how many complaints his Department has received on the use of physical 
punishment in Muslim schools in the latest period for which figures are available; 
[263091] 
(3) how many pupils in England are being educated in Muslim schools. [263092] 

Jim Knight: There are Muslim schools in both the independent and maintained 
sectors. We do not collect information about the sources of direct or indirect 
funding for independent schools. Maintained faith schools receive recurrent 
funding from their local authority although this can be topped up from other 
sources, for example where there are extended school activities. Voluntary aided 
maintained schools usually receive 90 per cent. of funding for capital work from 
the Department and provide 10 per cent. themselves. The Department does not 
record the source of funding for the 10 per cent. contribution, or any other 
contributions towards voluntary aided capital projects. 
Information on the number of complaints received about the use of physical 
punishment in Muslim schools is not held centrally. 
There were 15,985 pupils in independent Muslim schools and 3,410 in maintained 
sector Muslim schools in January 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w00
11.htm#09031635000024  
 

Terrorism: Hizb ut-Tahrir 
Baroness Neville-Jones: To ask Her Majesty's Government what progress they have 
made in banning Hizb ut-Tahrir, as announced by the then Prime Minister in August 
2005. [HL1886] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): Hizb ut-Tahrir (HuT) along with other organisations which cause us 
concern is kept under continuous review. As and when new material comes to 
light it is considered and the organisation re-assessed as part of that process. Any 
decision to proscribe must be based on evidence that a group is concerned in 
terrorism as defined in the Terrorism Act 2000, and must be proportionate. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0003.htm#0903
1622000243  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w0011.htm#09031635000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w0011.htm#09031635000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0003.htm#09031622000243
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0003.htm#09031622000243
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Department for Communities and Local Government 

Empowering community leaders 
Cohesion Minister Sadiq Khan today announced the names and details of 32 projects 
across the country which will share in money from the Preventing Violent Extremism 
Community Leadership Fund (CLF). 
The £5.1m Community Leadership Fund aims to support Muslim communities to tackle 
violent extremism. The successful projects will help build community resilience by 
developing the leadership skills of women, young people and faith leaders, and 
encouraging active, positive involvement in public life, promoting moderate messages 
and shared values. … 
Speaking about all the successful projects Sadiq Khan said: 
"I am delighted with the response to the Community Leadership Fund. We have seen the 
number of applications double compared to last year, showing clearly that Muslim 
communities are fully committed to doing all they can to tackle violent extremism and 
promote shared values to all who may be at risk of radicalisation. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1176921  
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Community Relations 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Speech by Sadiq Khan to the National Association of Muslim Police Conference 
…Police services are a critical element in the development of more cohesive 
communities: active, empowered and resilient. And I know that police services up and 
down the country have done great work in working closely with their partners in local 
authorities and other agencies to engage with communities, to deal with challenges to 
cohesion and to show leadership on key issues. … 
diversity can bring tensions - particularly as the new pressures brought about by and the 
economic downturn are felt in our neighbourhoods. We know that these pressures are 
exploited by extremist rhetoric, whether that's from radical Al-Qaida-inspired terrorist 
groups or the Far Right parties. 
Building cohesion is fundamentally about answering, on the face of it, a simple question: 
how do we live together - in all our diversity, with our different backgrounds and beliefs? 
We are more different from one another, and at the same time more interdependent and 
interconnected. 
If our society is to work for the benefit of all, we need help and support to overcome our 
fears and doubts about people who are different from ourselves, so that we can trust one 
another. This is about finding that we share common values, such as a shared sense of 
belonging to a particular place. … 
We want a society that is at ease with itself, that is confident, and one that is united 
within its diversity. We want a society in which we continue to respect difference, but at 
the same time to ensure a sense of security and solidarity. 
We can't achieve this, unless we continue to work together. 
And we certainly can't achieve it if prejudice is accepted in any form. Another key focus 
for me is on preventing hate crime before it happens.  
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/muslimpoliceconference  

TOP 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take at the United Nations in respect of the 
reported rocket and mortar attack on the western Negev by Islamic Jihad on 26 February 
2009; and if he will make a statement. [263243] 

Bill Rammell: The UK has been consistent in its condemnation of all rocket 
attacks on Israel. 
We are committed to finding a solution to the conflict in the Middle East that allows 
Israel to feel secure in the region, alongside a viable Palestinian state. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w00
08.htm#09031619000091  
 

Morocco and Israel: EU External Trade 
Mr. Hancock: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the Government's policy is on the labelling of produce originating from territories 
occupied by (a) Morocco and (b) Israel. [260842] 

Bill Rammell: On the labelling of produce originating from territories occupied by 
Israel, various Government departments such as the Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, The Department for the Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, and the Food Standards Agency are working together to provide 
retailers with clearer voluntary guidance on labelling best practice for produce 
sourced from the occupied Palestinian territories, that comply with our European 
Commission and World Trade Organisation obligations. 
There are no comparable guidelines in place for commercial products originating 
from the disputed territory of Western Sahara. The Government, however, 
maintain the position that the government of Morocco, as the 'de facto' 
administering power of Western Sahara, is obliged under international law to 
ensure that economic activities carried out under their administration do not 
adversely affect the interests of the people of Western Sahara. 
There are currently only two UK vessels operating in the waters off Western 
Sahara under the EU-Morocco Fisheries Agreement. All the fish caught are landed 
in Dakhla, Western Sahara and sold through the local market. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w00
08.htm#09031619000092  
 

Israel 
Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will request the 
Government of the United States to suspend their military aid to Israel. [HL1858] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are in close contact with the new US Administration on how to 
advance the Middle East peace process and are encouraged by the approach 
they have taken so far. 
We have no plans to press the US on their aid to Israel, but will be working with 
the US to engage the new Israeli Government on the importance of urgently 
making real progress towards a two-state solution. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0001.htm#0903
1622000229  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w0008.htm#09031619000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w0008.htm#09031619000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w0008.htm#09031619000092
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090316/text/90316w0008.htm#09031619000092
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0001.htm#09031622000229
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0001.htm#09031622000229
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War Crimes 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the Written Answers by Lord 
Malloch-Brown on 2 February (WA 92 and WA 99), whether, in view of the possibility that 
evidence may be destroyed or concealed, they will press the United Nations to establish 
rapidly independent investigations into allegations of war crimes in Lebanon in 2006 and 
in Gaza in 2008 and 2009. [HL1253] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are gravely concerned at the allegations of war crimes by both Israel 
and Hamas in the recent conflict in Gaza made by organisations such as the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the UN. We expect Israel to 
investigate allegations made against its forces, and have made this clear to the 
Israeli Government. 
The UN Secretary-General has launched a board of inquiry into the damage to UN 
premises in Gaza. The UK fully supports this inquiry. In addition, the UN Human 
Rights Council has decided to send an international fact-finding mission to 
investigate violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law by 
Israel in Gaza. We urge all parties to co-operate fully with international inquiries. 
We have no plans to encourage the UN to investigate further Israeli military action 
in Lebanon in 2006 at this time. A commission of inquiry, set up by the UN Human 
Rights Council, has already reported on this matter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0003.htm#0903
1622000246  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

David Crausby (1095) Gaza Aid Convoy – That this House congratulates the work and 
efforts of the Bolton Viva team in raising £130,000 locally for humanitarian aid to Gaza; 
notes that under the banner of With Love from Bolton the team managed to send nine 
vehicles with drivers to join the convoy carrying much needed humanitarian relief to the 
people of Gaza; recognises this tremendous achievement by the Bolton Viva Palestina 
team; and welcomes their safe return home. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38204&SESSION=899  

 
 
UK Ministerial Statement 

The Secretary of State for International Development will make a statement today on the 
Reconstruction of Gaza. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
 http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721603a.371-
377.html  
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0003.htm#09031622000246
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90316w0003.htm#09031622000246
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38204&SESSION=899
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721603a.371-377.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0721603a.371-377.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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