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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Debate 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-
0008.htm#09031367000004  
includes 
col 612 Jeremy Browne: …The last time that the House discussed this measure, the 
age of application was 16, and I have changed it to 18. We can discuss the appropriate 
age, but I believe that while 16 and 17-year-olds should be able to opt in, the 
presumption of consent should not apply to those under the age of adulthood. …The 
other change, which came out of my meeting with the BMA, was that the period between 
the Bill becoming law and taking effect should be three years. In previous attempts, it 
was six months. … An educational process is necessary to inform the population, and 
there are also practical issues such as the availability of facilities in hospitals. … 
 

Christopher Chope: The hon. Gentleman talks about the register, and his Bill refers to 
“persons”. It does not specify that they have to be UK nationals. What protection would 
there be for foreign visitors to this country or illegal migrants whose identity was not 
known to the authorities? They would not wish to feature on the register, but because 
they were not on it their organs could be used in the way that his Bill suggests. 
 

col 613 Jeremy Browne: …I would be happiest if this were a system that applied to UK 
nationals and which was administered by the national health service. … 
Stephen O’Brien:  …There has been a finding that more than 800 organs are going into 
non-EU nationals, but close to 100 are coming as part of the quid pro quo. The situation 
is clearly asymmetric and out of balance, and I am glad to see that after the campaign 
that has taken place, which I have had something to do with, the Government are holding 
an inquiry. …  
 

Andrew Dismore: …Has he considered the position of other tissue that might be used, 
such as bone tissue, which is dealt with in the tissue bank in my constituency? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-
0009.htm  
 

col 619 Stephen O'Brien: …We cannot escape the fact that this subject touches on 
people’s notions of what is appropriate in death and on the sanctity and ownership of our 
bodies, through either any form of living will before death or next of kin after death. The 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-0008.htm#09031367000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-0008.htm#09031367000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-0009.htm
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primary hurdle to overcome before legislating is the existence of evidence that any 
change in the law would lead to an increase in organ transplants and universal access to 
them across the country. There is no evidence to suggest that. True, the [organ donation] 
taskforce did not completely write off presumed consent. It noted that it “may deliver real 
benefit”, but its stronger concern was that it “carries a significant risk of making the 
current situation worse.”  
In other words, the taskforce ultimately opposed the move to presumed consent at this 
stage. …it is worth noting that the report of the Organ Donation Taskforce says that 
clinicians from intensive care, where the majority of deaths leading to donation occur, are 
in the forefront of opposing presumed consent, while according to the Intensive Care 
Society, they are pretty evenly split on the question. Those who oppose it do so 
vehemently. In the words of the report, “the strength of feeling among those who are 
opposed is considerable”. This is in contrast to the cry of doctors’ leaders such as those 
at the British Medical Association, who continue to push the presumed consent model in 
the face of evidence from their members.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-
0010.htm 
 

col 623 Laura Moffatt: Does the Minister agree that an essential part of the negotiation 
as regards people from black and ethnic minority groups is to understand the faith issues 
that may or may not be involved? I congratulate those who are very keen to ensure that 
people understand that there are no objections to transplantation from either the Muslim 
or Hindu faiths. 
 

Debate adjourned to be resumed on 19 June 2009 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-
0011.htm  

TOP 
 

 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3698  John Park: Anne Frank Day—That the Parliament notes that 12 June 2009 
is Anne Frank Day, the 80th anniversary of the birth of Anne Frank; welcomes the 
establishment in 2008 of Anne Frank Scotland as the new education programme for the 
Anne Frank Trust UK; further welcomes the work carried out by Anne Frank Scotland 
with young people to develop an understanding of positive citizenship and human rights; 
further notes that the programme is focussed on Glasgow, Edinburgh and Fife and 
supports the expansion of the programme across the whole of Scotland; looks forward to 
the opportunity for the Parliament to host the travelling exhibition, Anne Frank: A History 
for Today, which is the centrepiece of the programme; understands that the exhibition 
uses Anne Frank’s story and the history of the Holocaust to address contemporary 
challenges and discrimination in Scotland, and hopes that all MSPs sign up to the Anne 
Frank Declaration to mark this anniversary as a recognition of the millions of children and 
young people who have been victims of persecution and to challenge the prejudice and 
hatred that harms us all.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16073 
 

TOP 
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they support a 
comprehensive arms embargo against Israel; and whether they will carry out an 
investigation into whether United Kingdom components have been used in Israeli drones. 
[HL1857] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: The Palestinians and the Israelis both need peace and 
our policies are designed to help them achieve it. 
We do not judge that a comprehensive arms embargo on Israel, which would 
diminish our ability to engage with one party to the negotiations, supports that 
goal. However, we will continue strictly to assess all arms exports—to Israel or any 
other country—against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing 
Criteria. That will include looking in detail at the types of weapons used and the 
conduct of the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) during Operation “Cast Lead”. 
Regarding the use of UK supplied components by the Israeli Defence Forces 
during the recent conflict, the position is as set out by my honourable friend the 
Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Bill Rammell, to the 
Foreign Affairs Committee on 4 March 2009. He confirmed that the Government 
were making an assessment of what equipment used by the IDF might have been 
supplied from the UK. When this assessment is completed the main findings will 
be relayed to Parliament. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#0903
1372000115  

West Bank 
Viscount Waverley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to 
ensure that any illegal settlements under international law in the West Bank are handed 
to the Palestinian Authority or are dismantled. [HL1774] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: We have long made it clear to the Israeli Government 
that any Israeli settlement activity is not only illegal under international law, it is 
also in contravention of Israel's obligations under the road map agreement and 
detrimental to the peace plan. At Annapolis, in November 2007, Israel 
recommitted to freeze all settlement activity and immediately dismantle settlement 
outposts erected since March 2001. My right honourable friend the Foreign 
Secretary voiced strong opposition to illegal Israeli settlements during his visit to 
the region on 16 to 19 November 2008. My honourable friend the Minister of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Bill Rammell, also raised the issue during 
his visit to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories on 21 to 23 December 
2008. We have done so on many other occasions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0002.htm#0903
1372000120  

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
relevance of the issue of The Lancet of 5 March headed “Health in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory” to the ending of military occupation and the restoration of full 
access to Gaza. [HL1992] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: It is vital that aid reaches the people in Gaza who need 
it. The UK has been consistent in its calls for better humanitarian access to the 
area. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary has raised the issue with 
Isaac Herzog, the Israeli Minister responsible for humanitarian access to Gaza. He 
reiterated the need for better humanitarian access to Gaza, at the Gaza 
conference at Sharm el-Sheikh on 2 March 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#0903
1372000113  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#09031372000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#09031372000115
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0002.htm#09031372000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0002.htm#09031372000120
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#09031372000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#09031372000113
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UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
The Minister for Europe (Caroline Flint): … 
Middle East Peace Process (MEPP) 
Since the GAERC in February, the Gaza reconstruction conference has been held in 
Sharm where $4.5 billion was pledged by the international community. The key issues on 
the ground remain the same and there is continuing uncertainty over the make-up of the 
future government of Israel. 
Any MEPP discussion is likely to focus on the Egyptian-led Palestinian reconciliation 
talks in Cairo. Ministers should receive an update on progress following an EU Troika 
(High Representative Solana, Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner and Czech Foreign 
Minister Schwarzenburg) dinner with the Egyptian, Jordanian and Palestinian Foreign 
Ministers on 15 March. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/wmstext/90313
m0001.htm#09031366000009  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Human Rights 
Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government (a) by what standards, (b) in what way, 
and (c) by whom, a country's human rights record is assessed before the Government's 
foreign policy towards that country is developed. [HL1906] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: The promotion of democracy and human rights is core 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) business. It underpins everything that 
we do. Key to that is working to ensure that international agreements and 
standards such as UN conventions and UN resolutions on human rights are 
translated into action on the ground. 
Human Rights are mainstreamed throughout the FCO and are essential in the 
delivery of our four strategic goals: combating terrorism, prevention and resolution 
of conflict, promoting a high growth, low-carbon global economy and strengthening 
institutions such as the UN, EU and the Commonwealth. 
The process of developing foreign policy is an ongoing exercise and involves 
consideration of a range of factors, including human rights. Business planning also 
helps us deliver our overall foreign policy objectives. In assessing a country's 
progress in complying with and implementing international human rights 
standards, we draw on a wide range of sources. We work with other governments 
and stakeholders including civil society, to promote human rights overseas. 
Ministers, officials and embassies around the world are involved in developing and 
implementing foreign policy including work on international human rights. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90313w0001.htm#0903
1372000114  

TOP 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
 http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720313a.343-
345.html  
 
 
** Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

Second Reading, House of Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-
0008.htm#09031367000004  
 
 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

Equality and Human rights Commission 
Equality issues in Wales: a research review 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publicationsandresources/Documents/Equalities/
Equality%20issues%20in%20Wales%20-%20a%20research%20review.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720313a.343-345.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720313a.343-345.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-0008.htm#09031367000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090313/debtext/90313-0008.htm#09031367000004
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publicationsandresources/Documents/Equalities/Equality%20issues%20in%20Wales%20-%20a%20research%20review.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/publicationsandresources/Documents/Equalities/Equality%20issues%20in%20Wales%20-%20a%20research%20review.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
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Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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