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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions: Education 
T1. [261314] David Taylor (North-West Leicestershire) (Lab/Co-op): If he will make a 
statement on his departmental responsibilities. 

The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (Ed Balls): Faith 
schools play an important role in our education system, in both the maintained and 
the independent sectors. I have today asked Ofsted to carry out a survey of 
independent faith schools to ensure that the 2003 regulations for the spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development of pupils which independent schools are 
required to meet are fit for purpose in preparing children and young people for life 
in modern Britain. I am confident that the vast majority of such schools are 
exemplary, but it is important that we work with the sector to achieve high 
standards in every school. 
In addition, I can tell the House that we have today approved 10 new national 
challenge trusts, which will raise standards in 11 schools, in Bradford, Essex, 
Lancashire, Lincolnshire, north-east Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and 
Warwickshire, and five new academy projects, in Liverpool, Rotherham, Somerset, 
Medway and Outwood Grange school in Wakefield. That brings to 101 the total 
number of academy projects approved since the DCSF was created. 

David Taylor: The House might have missed this weekend’s leap of faith in Harrogate, 
which was forced on the self-confessed agnostic leader of an obscure political sect that 
has called for more state-funded Church secondary schools. Damascus, eat your heart 
out! How will my right hon. Friend reform the unacceptable admissions criteria that are at 
present used by far too many such exclusive institutions? As the recent Runnymede 
Trust report found, those criteria tend to preserve privilege rather than fulfil their claimed 
role of challenging injustice. 

Ed Balls: That research reflects the position before our survey last year and the 
strengthening of the code. We now have a fair admissions code that will apply to 
all maintained schools, including all faith schools. We are supported by the faith 
schools in achieving that. I am grateful to have the Liberal Democrats on side now; 
if only we had the support of the Conservatives as well.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/debtext/
90309-0003.htm#0903092000021  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/debtext/90309-0003.htm#0903092000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/debtext/90309-0003.htm#0903092000021
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School Assemblies 
Ann Winterton: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
guidance his Department issues to schools on the holding of daily assemblies. [261303] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: All community, foundation or voluntary schools must offer a 
daily act of collective worship which is broadly of a Christian character in keeping 
with the religious traditions of this country. This should be appropriate to the age 
and family background of the pupils. Our policy and guidance on collective 
worship is set out in the Department’s circular 1/94. 

Sir Nicholas Winterton: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and 
Families what his Department’s policy is on the holding of multi-faith assemblies in 
schools. [261311] 

Jim Knight: All community, foundation or voluntary schools must offer a daily act 
of collective worship which is broadly of a Christian character in keeping with the 
religious traditions of this country. This should be appropriate to the age and family 
background of the pupils. Parents have the right to withdraw their children from 
collective worship and pupils in the sixth form have the right to withdraw 
themselves from collective worship without parental consent. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/text/90309w00
38.htm#09030940000003  
 

Faith Groups 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many faith-based advisory 
groups they have established in each of the past five years. [HL1702] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Andrews): The Faith Communities 
Consultative Council was established in 2006. The council brings together 
representatives of the nine historic faith communities living in the United Kingdom, 
and of ecumenical and interfaith bodies; and is the main forum for discussion 
between government departments and faith communities. My department is 
presently collecting information on other faith-based advisory groups that 
Whitehall departments have established. I will write to the noble Baroness when 
this information is to hand, and place a copy of my letter in the Library of the 
House. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309w0003.htm#0903
0914000676  

 
 
Department for Communities and Local Government 

Muslim women to be trained for public office 
…'Play Your Part - Make Your Mark' will work with women that are already starting to get 
involved in public life in order to give them the extra support that they need to progress 
as far as possible; and it will also work with women who have not yet put themselves into 
the public sphere but who want to do so. 
The project will involve …A residential weekend at a leading UK university which will 
focus on developing networking and communication skills and giving the participants the 
opportunity to meet with a range of existing mentors and role models …[and] Two follow 
up one day programmes. The first will specialise in the finer skills of power and influence, 
pace and timing, leadership and teamwork, adapting to new environments, knowing your 
strengths, broadening your vision, courage and caution and preparing to lead change. 
The second day will develop public speaking skills such as negotiation and debating. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1168345  

TOP 
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/text/90309w0038.htm#09030940000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/text/90309w0038.htm#09030940000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309w0003.htm#09030914000676
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309w0003.htm#09030914000676
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1168345


 
3 

 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs who 
attended the London conference on combating anti-Semitism; if he will place in the 
Library the report produced by the conference; and if he will make a statement. [259055] 

Gillian Merron: More than 200 overseas parliamentarians and experts attended 
the London Conference on combating anti-Semitism, organised by the Inter-
Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism (ICCA) and co-hosted by the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO). We have asked the ICCA to place a 
copy of the final declaration in the House of Commons Library. The FCO was 
pleased to co-host the second day of this successful conference and looks forward 
to working with participants to take forward strategies to monitor and tackle anti-
Semitism. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
records his Department holds on reports of anti-Semitism in other countries; and if he will 
make a statement. [259057] 

Gillian Merron: Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) posts report on anti-
Semitism and other forms of discrimination overseas. Details of these are 
published in the FCO Annual Report on Human Rights. We condemn anti-
Semitism wherever and whenever it occurs and are working with the International 
Coalition Combating Anti-Semitism to monitor and tackle anti-Semitism in the UK 
and overseas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/text/90309w00
09.htm#09030922000006  

TOP 
 

 
 

 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

EU: Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they support the objective of the 
Czech presidency of the European Union that President Obama’s visit to Europe in April 
should include talks with European Union Ministers on the Middle East peace process. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, we believe that the United States is integral in 
helping to resolve the Middle East peace process. The European Council issued a 
declaration in December confirming that the Middle East peace process remains a 
priority in 2009 and the importance of the US in taking this forward. We welcome 
the United States’ prioritisation of peace in the Middle East and any opportunities 
for discussion between the European Union Ministers and the United States 
Administration on this issue. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, does the Minister agree that the European Union has given solid 
support to Israel in recent years, repeatedly insisting on preconditions with Hamas while 
not stopping the settlement expansion that Israel still is carrying on? Is it not high time for 
Israel to return that support by negotiating a proper deal for a full Palestinian state, 
which, on all understanding and from what we gather from the press and public 
statements, President Obama, the Secretary of State, Senator Mitchell, the chief of staff 
and the entire Middle Eastern team of the President so urgently now desire? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, we all recognise the strength of that pressure 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/text/90309w0009.htm#09030922000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090309/text/90309w0009.htm#09030922000006
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and the importance now accorded to this issue by the United States, as evidenced 
by the speech made by Hillary Clinton to the conference on 2 March. At that 
conference on future developments, it was clear that the European Union and 
others, including the UK, were very concerned to produce support for 
reconstruction in Gaza, but we also recognise the wider context in which this 
reconstruction has to be viewed. The noble Lord is right that we look forward to 
progress with the new Israeli Government, once they have been formed, towards 
a more effective relationship between Palestine and Israel. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, does the Minister agree that President Obama’s 
forthcoming visit, nevertheless— 

The Lord Bishop of Rochester: My Lords, I thank the noble Lord for giving way. 
Where does the greatest resistance to a two-stage solution of the conflict lie? Is it 
with the Israelis or among the Palestinians? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I do not think that the issue is about apportioning 
responsibility for the difficulties of the past. It is to see how we can be constructive with 
regard to the future. I am sure that the right reverend Prelate will take delight, as will the 
whole House, in the more progressive, constructive position which is now being taken up 
by the international community, and the increase in demands on the Palestinians and the 
new Israeli Government to recognise their responsibilities for a lasting peace in the 
Middle East. Clearly, what has been continuing in recent years has led to untold 
disasters, such as that we have witnessed in recent months. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, at the risk of repeating myself, does the 
Minister agree that President Obama’s forthcoming visit presents European 
Ministers with a welcome opportunity to try to convince him that the continued 
expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank and reports of the further 
destruction of Palestinian homes and settlement in East Jerusalem are far worse 
than unhelpful, to quote his Secretary of State? They present a fatal possibility of 
killing the peace process with dire implications for the future security of Israel and 
for the future creation of an independent Palestinian state. 
Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, the House is always eager to hear the noble 
Lord on these issues and the constructive approach he adopts. It is clear that the 
European Union is eager for progress. Noble Lords will recognise the great 
opportunities that will exist during the G20 summit and the President’s subsequent 
visits to Europe for pressure to be brought to bear on the world’s outstanding 
difficult issues, of which this is one of the more obviously calamitous. We expect 
the United States to find that any constructive initiative and stance that it proposes 
to take on the issues identified by the noble Lord are those that the European 
Union is likely to raise with the President. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, is it not reassuring that, contrary to predictions 
and the presidency of the Bush Administration, the Obama Administration have given 
priority to the peace process from the start? Is the Minister confident that the European 
Union will respond accordingly, in action and not words—for example, in naval and 
border patrols—to prevent arms smuggling into the Gaza strip and generally to provide 
potential support for any eventual settlement? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, it is important that Europe is constructive in 
these circumstances and seizes the opportunity to align itself with what my noble 
friend has identified as a difference of perspective between President Obama’s 
Administration and that of their predecessor, and recognise that it has its role to 
play. However, others have their role to play. We should also recognise the 
importance of the recent conference chaired by Egypt and the importance of the 
Arab world’s role with regard to a long-lasting solution to these issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309-
0001.htm#0903094000337  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309-0001.htm#0903094000337
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309-0001.htm#0903094000337
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Gaza 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government when will they resume their discussions 
with the Government of Israel on the use of white phosphorus shells in the recent military 
action in Gaza. [HL1675] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are concerned about reports into the use of white phosphorus in the 
recent conflict in Gaza. We look forward to the results of the investigation which 
has been launched by the Israeli Government. 
My honourable friend the Minister of State, Bill Rammell, reiterated our concerns 
on 24 February 2009 (Official Report, House of Commons, col. 2004W) and we 
will continue to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309w0003.htm#0903
0914000680  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091003m.48
3-489.html  
 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660903a.27
5.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
** closes in 3 days 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309w0003.htm#09030914000680
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90309w0003.htm#09030914000680
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091003m.483-489.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091003m.483-489.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660903a.275.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660903a.275.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
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Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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