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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on Christianity in Public Life on 11 March. 
 
 
UK Parliament Private Members' Bill 

The Second Reading of Jeremy Browne's Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill will 
be on 13 March. 

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Collective Worship 
Mark Pritchard: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
recent assessment he has made of levels of compliance by schools with guidance on 
provisions for assemblies and daily acts of collective worship under the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998. [260032] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: All community, foundation or voluntary schools must offer a 
daily act of collective worship which is broadly of a Christian nature. Parents have 
the right to withdraw their children from collective worship and pupils in the sixth 
form have the right to withdraw themselves from collective worship without 
parental consent. 
Ofsted has a duty to inspect schools on their compliance with the legal 
requirement to provide a daily act of worship. Schools and governing bodies can 
be deemed unsatisfactory for failing to comply with the statutory requirements. 
The findings of inspection, set alongside the school’s self-evaluation, provide a 
basis for planning for improvement. 
The Department does not itself make an assessment of the level of compliance 
with the provisions of the Standards and Framework Act 1998 for a daily act of 
collective worship. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w00
25.htm#09030571000025  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department have had with 
(i) Arab states and (ii) the government of Israel on (A) the compliance of Hamas with 
international law in Gaza, (B) allegation of the use by Hamas of human shields in Gaza 
and (C) allegations of the storage of weapons by Hamas among women and children in 
Gaza; what response was received from each; and if he will make a statement. [247985] 

Bill Rammell: The UK is clear in its calls for Hamas to adhere to the Quartet 
principles, including a renunciation of violence, and to adhere to the international 
law. My right hon. Friends the Foreign Secretary and the Prime Minister have 
spoken frequently to their counterparts in Israel and around the Arab world since 
the beginning of this crisis. They have made clear our opposition to the methods 
employed by Hamas and the need for an immediate and permanent ceasefire. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy to refer to Jewish refugees from Arab states and Palestinian 
refugees in any relevant official document or resolution at the United Nations; and if he 
will make a statement. [247991] 

Bill Rammell: We are focused on realising a comprehensive approach to 
resolving the conflicts in the Middle East, bringing peace between Israel and the 
whole Arab world. Doing this will mean addressing grievances on all sides, but it is 
not clear how the policy the hon. Member proposes would advance our goal. 

Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
facilities in Gaza have been funded by the European Union; at what cost; and which of 
them have been damaged or destroyed by Israeli military action since the current 
offensive against Gaza began. [248495] 

Bill Rammell: We do not readily have access to data on EU funded facilities in 
Gaza. The humanitarian consequences and the damage caused by the military 
operation are still to be fully assessed. 

Mr. Galloway: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what reports he has received on the number of (a) mortar shells, (b) white phosphorus 
shells and (c) missiles, flechette bombs and dime bombs fired from (i) drones and (ii) 
aircraft by the Israeli armed forces in each year since 2001. [257729] 

Bill Rammell: The Department does not hold such figures. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w00
07.htm#09030548000013  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Miss McIntosh: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of the adequacy of humanitarian aid to Gaza; and if he will 
make a statement. [256890] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The international community and international agencies 
responded generously and quickly to the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and so far, 
donors have provided $336 million in humanitarian assistance. The UK 
Government swiftly allocated £26.8 million to address immediate humanitarian 
needs. 
At the recent conference on reconstruction in Gaza, held in Sharm el-Sheikh, the 
Egyptians concluded that $4.5 billion had been pledged, but it remains unclear 
exactly how much of this is new money. The UK announced £30 million for early 
recovery in Gaza to help rebuild damaged hospitals, schools and homes. Our 
pledge includes a new £20 million provision, and £10 million from the support 
announced in January. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w0007.htm#09030548000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w0007.htm#09030548000013
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The humanitarian situation in Gaza will remain dire for some time to come. Limited 
access for humanitarian supplies and staff remains a key challenge, and access 
will also be critical for the longer-term recovery effort. The UK Government take 
the issue of humanitarian access extremely seriously and we have been working 
closely with all our international partners to get progress on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w00
06.htm#09030546000006  
 

Palestinians: International Assistance 
Mr. Andrew Mitchell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development if he 
will place in the Library a copy of the job description and terms of reference for the 
information officer employed by the UN Office for the Co-ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs for Gaza with support from his Department. [261199] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The terms of reference and job description for this post 
will be placed in the Library. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w00
06.htm#09030546000005  
 

Schools and Youth Organisations: Twinning 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they 
propose to encourage schools and youth organisations in the United Kingdom to twin 
with similar schools and organisations in Israel and Palestine. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Children, 
Schools and Families (Baroness Morgan of Drefelin): My Lords, this 
Government encourage international school links through my department’s 
international website, the Global Gateway, and programmes such as the 
International School Award and the Teachers’ International Professional 
Development programme. The British Council isthe United Kingdom’s international 
organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. Through its offices 
in Israel and the Palestinian Territories, it has supported a number of bilateral links 
with youth organisations in the United Kingdom. 

Lord Roberts of Llandudno: My Lords, I thank the Minister for an encouraging reply, 
but in the present situation should we not be even more vigorous in our attempt to build 
twinning between youth organisations and schools in the United Kingdom and in 
Israel/Palestine? Do we not need not only to construct roads and schools but to rebuild 
the many thousands of young lives that have been traumatised in recent months? 

Baroness Morgan of Drefelin: My Lords, I am sure that we all share the noble 
Lord’s sentiments and concerns. My department’s research shows that about 50 
per cent of secondary schools in this country are involved in twinning. The noble 
Lord was concerned particularly about relationships with Israeli and Palestinian 
schools. I can reassure him that we are supporting exchange through the 
international teacher development programme and working hard, through our 
Global Gateway website, to support schools to twin sustainably and for the long 
term. 

Baroness Morris of Bolton: My Lords, the British Council’s excellent Connecting 
Classrooms programme promotes trust and breaks down barriers to understanding. 
Does the Minister agree that if these twinning arrangements are entered into, it must be 
done so wholeheartedly? I say that because I have just come back from visiting some 
Connecting Classrooms programmes in Kuwait. While enormous enthusiasm was shown 
by the Kuwaitis, I have to say that some of the responses from the UK were lukewarm. 
That does more harm than good. 

Baroness Morgan of Drefelin: My Lords, I am sorry to hear the noble Baroness 
report some lukewarm responses from the UK, which is disappointing. We have 
worked hard through the International School Award to encourage schools to 
make a serious commitment to having an international perspective in their work. 
Our aspiration is for all schools to be given an International School Award over 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w0006.htm#09030546000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w0006.htm#09030546000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w0006.htm#09030546000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090305/text/90305w0006.htm#09030546000005
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time and to have a framework that encourages them to think globally about their 
curriculum. So far, we have given 1,500 schools this award; but the noble 
Baroness is absolutely right that it is not enough. We shall do our best to ensure a 
more enthusiastic response. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, I thank the noble Baroness for her positive reply 
to a useful and positive Question. Is she aware of the exceptional work of an organisation 
called the Hand in Hand Centre for Jewish-Arab Education in Israel, which was founded 
to build peace and understanding between Jews and Arabs in Israel through the 
development of bilingual and multicultural schools and curricula? Does she agree that 
twinning Hand in Hand schools with schools in the UK, particularly integrated schools in 
Northern Ireland, would help to promote peaceful co-existence through shared learning 
environments? 

Baroness Morgan of Drefelin: My Lords, I am aware of the important work that is 
going on in Hand in Hand schools. I understand that my right honourable friend 
the Foreign Secretary visited a Hand in Hand school recently. My noble friend has 
an important point to make. We see through the work of these schools a joining up 
of Jewish teachers and Israeli/Arab teachers teaching in their own languages, 
bringing children together and encouraging a culture of tolerance among students. 
The British embassy in Tel Aviv has supported this work with funding of £28,000 
from its bilateral programme budget. It is important and we can see great merit in 
this approach. 

Baroness Walmsley: My Lords— 
Lord Kilclooney: My Lords— 
Baroness Trumpington: My Lords— 
Noble Lords: Oh! 
Baroness Trumpington: What is so funny, my Lords? This is a very serious question, 
Minister; will you take it as such? Are there any arrangements, such as exist for older 
pupils in America, for exchanges between this country and China? For instance, my 
American goddaughter, aged about 16, spent six weeks in China, to both countries’ great 
advantage. 

Baroness Morgan of Drefelin: My Lords, I can assure the noble Baroness that 
there are indeed such arrangements for exchange. 

Lord Kilclooney: My Lords, the noble Baroness speaks about twinning with schools in 
Palestine. Have any schools in Gaza been twinned with the United Kingdom? 

Baroness Morgan of Drefelin: My Lords, an enormous amount of twinning work 
goes on between individual schools and international schools. I have obviously 
asked the question the noble Lord has put. The reliable data on the number of 
twinned schools come from the International School Award. I am afraid that I can 
only say reliably that a small number of schools are twinned with schools in the 
Palestinian Territories. I cannot say on the record how many might be in Gaza. 
Obviously it is an extremely difficult situation for Palestinian children who are 
resident in Gaza. 

Baroness Walmsley: My Lords, can the Minister see the benefit not just of twinning but 
of tripleting? If a UK school were to twin with both an Israeli and a Palestinian school it 
might make it easer for the Israeli and Palestinian schools to speak to each other through 
their arrangement with the UK school. 

Baroness Morgan of Drefelin: My Lords, I am sure that the noble Baroness has 
the kernel of a good idea there. The Henry Beaufort School, in Hampshire, has 
twinned with a Palestinian school. It is keen, from the reports that we have seen, 
to twin with an Israeli school. There are interesting and innovative ideas that could 
be developed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90305-
0001.htm#09030545001027  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90305-0001.htm#09030545001027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90305-0001.htm#09030545001027
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Downing Street Press Briefing 

Asked whether the Prime Minister supported the comments of Bill Rammell who had said 
there could be some contact with political elements of Hezbollah, the PMS replied that 
we had considered our position on contacts with Hezbollah, which had been in place 
since 2005 and in light of more positive political developments in Lebanon, including the 
formation of a national unity government in which Hezbollah was participating, we were 
exploring certain contacts at an official level with the political wing of Hezbollah, including 
MP’s. 
Asked if that might lead to a change in position on Hamas, the PMS said that this was a 
decision in relation to Hezbollah and people should not read anything more into it than 
that. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18522  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090305/am/9030
5s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090305/pm/9030
5s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0090503p.47-53.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090305a.47
9-481.html  
 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18522
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090305/am/90305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090305/am/90305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090305/pm/90305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090305/pm/90305s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0090503p.47-53.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090305a.479-481.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090305a.479-481.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
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UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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