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Community Relations 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Community Relations: Religion 
Robert Neill: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what funding (a) her Department and (b) each Government Office for the Regions has 
provided to each regional faith community to date. [259528] 

Mr. Khan: Face to Face and Side by Side: A framework for partnership in our 
multi faith society was launched on 21 July 2008, and sets out how, over the next 
three years, CLG will support a stronger dialogue between people of different 
faiths and beliefs in every community by encouraging practical inter faith 
cooperation and collaborative social action. The practical steps that Government 
will take to support the delivery of the Framework for Partnership includes a 
programme of investment over three years in Regional Faith Forums (2008 to 
2011) to support and build their capacity and the capacity of local communities. 
The following table sets out the amounts which each Regional Faith Forum has 
received, to date, from CLG or from a Government office. 

(a) Faith Forum 2008-09 (total to date)(£) 

East 91,362.50 

East Midlands 90,000.00 

London 86,073.59 

North East 107,092.00 

North West 0.00 

South East 91,550.00 

South West 87,958.00 

West Midlands 99,798.00 

Yorkshire & Humberside 87,000.00 
 

(b) In addition, Government offices have funded Regional Faith Forums, as follows: 
 Funds (£) 

North East 10,000.00 

South East 17,000.00 

Yorkshire & Humberside 20,000.00 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w00
13.htm#09030492000006  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w0013.htm#09030492000006
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w0013.htm#09030492000006
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Department for Communities and Local Government 

What Works in Enabling Cross-Community Interactions? Perspectives on good 
policy and practice 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1165960.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

USA: Israel 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether the Government has received notification from the United States administration 
in the last six months of any US transfer of armaments to Israel through UK airspace. 
[254694] 

Mr. Hutton: The Ministry of Defence has a system in place that requires all 
countries to seek clearance for aircraft registered as military or state aircraft that 
wish to enter, fly over or depart from UK airspace or for civilian aircraft wishing to 
land at a military base. All other types of aircraft are subject to the requirements of 
the Civil Aviation Authority. A request for clearance from the MOD includes the 
final destination of the flight and details of dangerous cargo that may be in transit. I 
can confirm that we have had no such requests from the US with regards to flights 
to Israel through UK airspace in the last six months. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w00
03.htm#09030473000037  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how 
his Department's aid for reconstruction in Gaza is to be distributed. [259475] 

Mr. Michael Foster: At the Sharm el Sheikh conference, the international donor 
community agreed that aid to Gaza should be delivered in line with core 
humanitarian principles and through existing international and regional 
mechanisms. There are established mechanisms for aid delivery in Gaza, such as 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency and the European Commission's 
PEGASE. The UK will continue to use these and also continue to fund non-
governmental organisations with staff on the ground to meet immediate 
humanitarian needs and rebuild critical infrastructure such as homes, schools and 
hospitals. 
On 1 March, the Secretary of State for International Development pledged £30 
million for recovery in Gaza. The pledge includes a new £20 million provision and 
£10 million from the support announced in January. This brings the UK response 
to the recent conflict in Gaza to £46.8 million. Of this we have already allocated 
nearly £16 million. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w00
15.htm#09030492000031  
 

Gaza: Reconstruction 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they will take to bring 
reconstruction aid into Gaza following the Sharm el-Sheikh conference. 

Lord Tunnicliffe: My Lords, there was broad support at the Sharm el-Sheikh 
conference for the immediate, unconditional and sustained re-opening of 
crossings so that Gaza can be rebuilt. The United Nations promoted its new draft 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1165960.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w0003.htm#09030473000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w0003.htm#09030473000037
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w0015.htm#09030492000031
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/text/90304w0015.htm#09030492000031
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framework for humanitarian access. We hope that this will be endorsed at the Ad 
Hoc Liaison Committee meeting in April, which Israel will attend. The UK 
Government will continue to press Israel at the highest levels to increase access. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that Answer. but is he able to reassure 
this House? In view of the present Israeli Government’s flat refusal even to consider 
reopening the crossing points into Gaza, how on earth will rebuilding materials and 
equipment get in as soon as possible, bearing in mind the urgent humanitarian need? 

Lord Tunnicliffe: My Lords, the nail has been hit on the head. The Israeli 
Government’s position is not a flat refusal, but there is no question that Israel can 
do most to help this situation by addressing the whole issue of access. Her 
Majesty’s Government take the access position extremely seriously. We have put 
particular effort into diplomacy, going back to 19 January when Mike Foster met 
Isaac Herzog, the Minister responsible for access. On 21 January, the Foreign 
Secretary had a private luncheon with the Israeli Foreign Minister to urge access 
and joined EU Foreign Ministers. On 4 February, the Prime Minister wrote to 
Prime Minister Olmert. On 16 February, the Foreign Secretary met Isaac Herzog 
again and the Secretary of State for International Development met him on 1 
March. There is no question that the key issue in the short term is access. We are 
putting all our efforts into trying to break through the access deadlock. 

Lord Wright of Richmond: My Lords, will the Minister explain how international aid will 
get into Gaza, not only so long as the Israelis maintain their blockade, but, perhaps as 
importantly, so long as we and our partners in the quartet refuse to speak to the effective 
authority in Gaza? What assurances have we received or sought from Mr Netanyahu that 
his continuing threat to destroy Hamas will not reduce any rebuilding done in Gaza to 
rubble yet again? 

Lord Tunnicliffe: My Lords, I believe that the last assurance possibly is beyond 
the British Government and certainly way beyond my pay grade. We in DfID are 
trying to ensure that there are methods of getting aid through. We are using the 
present agencies that are working in Gaza. They are getting some aid through. 
We recognise that those agencies have to treat with Hamas. As noble Lords know, 
we do not believe that it is proper at this time to treat with Hamas, but that does 
not stand in the way of aid getting through. We certainly agree with the general 
thrust of the noble Lord’s question that a long-term solution to peace in the area 
will need Arab and Palestinian reconciliation. The need for all countries to work 
together for a long-term solution is crucial. We praise very much Egypt’s role in the 
recent past and we are very pleased to see the emphasis that the Obama 
Administration are putting on that. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, we hope that this aid gets through to those who desperately 
need it. Gaza has a border with Egypt. Presumably, the Egyptians have as many 
anxieties as Israel about the diversion of funds by Hamas for the purchase of arms, just 
as it has hijacked the funds going through the UN and UNRWA. What steps can we take 
to ensure that the aid will reach the needy Palestinians rather than Hamas? 

Lord Tunnicliffe: My Lords, the noble Lord is right that Egypt is concerned that 
aid gets to the right place. We are concerned. We believe, as a generality, that aid 
is getting to where it is needed. The agencies delivering that aid are giving us 
those assurances. 

Baroness Rawlings: My Lords, the DfID website informs us that as of 26 February 
nearly £16 million had been allocated out of the £27 million pledged to help aid in Gaza. 
Is the Minister aware that, on 1 March, Douglas Alexander announced an extra £20 
million in funding for reconstruction? Can the Minister give us further details on exactly 
how this and the £10 million not yet allocated from the previous announcement will be 
spent? 

Lord Tunnicliffe: My Lords, it is being spent on an extremely wide selection of 
projects. This is not a money problem: the outcome of the Sharm conference, as 
the noble Baroness rightly says, was to bring our aid commitment up to £50 million 
in the short term and something above £250 million over the long term. However, 
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what came out of Sharm was a pledge of £4 billion of new money, so this is not a 
problem of money—although it might be, in the longer term—but of access. It is a 
problem of Palestinian politics, in which we and the international community are 
trying to help, and of achieving peace in the region so that proper, long-term 
reconstruction can start. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, does the Minister not think it absolutely extraordinary 
that Tony Blair, who has been the quartet’s envoy to the Middle East for the past two 
years, had not even visited Gaza until this week? What does that say for the even-
handedness of the international community concerning that area of the world? 

Lord Tunnicliffe: My Lords, having read through all of the briefings to prepare for 
this Question, the international community is being extraordinarily even-handed. It 
has, for instance, been forceful in getting across to Israel the importance of its 
duties in this situation. It has been even-handed in getting across the importance 
of stopping the smuggling; that is part of it. Tony Blair is doing the right job at the 
right time. The international community really does seem to be putting together a 
good, co-ordinated effort on this. It is now a matter of getting the Palestinians to 
work together, and of getting long-term peace in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90304-
0002.htm#09030469000368  
 

 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Phyllis Starkey (981) UK Policy on Israeli Settlements in Palestinian Territories – 
That this House notes the Foreign Secretary's repeated statements that Israel's 
settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and the demolition of Palestinian 
homes and expropriation of Palestinian land for settlement infrastructure and the so-
called security wall are illegal and an obstacle to peace; welcomes the steps the British 
Government has taken to stop settlements goods imported into the EU from benefiting 
from the preferences of the EU-Israel Trade Agreement; and congratulates the British 
Embassy in Tel Aviv for ending negotiations to move to new premises in the development 
company Africa-Israel's Kirya Tower because of that company's involvement in 
construction projects in three illegal settlements at Matityahu East, Har Homa and 
Ma'aleh Adumim. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38065&SESSION=899  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Iran 
includes 
 

col 259WH  Mr. Wallace: …The supreme leader recently made an exception to his rule 
and met President Putin. Although President Ahmadinejad may feel undermined—we 
must remember that he came to power on a wave of nationalism and cheap shots—the 
supreme leader has realised that his strategy has failed. Iran has been weakened, and it 
has not made any friends in the middle east. The arguments between Egypt and Iran 
over the Hamas-Gaza problem demonstrate that Iran has become less popular in the 
middle east than it was at the start of the presidency. …It is the preconditions to 
engagement that have often held up talks—the requirement that Iran suspend its nuclear 
programme before talks, that kind of thing—and they do not move the process on. I am 
hopeful and optimistic, but I do not underestimate the threat to Israel from Iran. I am not 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90304-0002.htm#09030469000368
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90304-0002.htm#09030469000368
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38065&SESSION=899
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trying to say that it is all a bed of roses, or that the threat is a fiction—it certainly is not. 
There is a threat to Israel from Iran, and we have to deal with it in short time, before 
Israel exercises its right of self-defence. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304
h0001.htm#09030460000001  
 

col 263WH  Dr. Stephen Ladyman: …I became exercised about our relationship with 
Iran and its influence in the middle east as a result of a visit to Israel and Palestine last 
year. During that visit, I heard first hand about the influence that Iran wields, particularly 
over Hamas and, increasingly, in the north with Hezbollah. In return for providing 
resources to those organisations, Iran expects them to engage in continued violence 
against Israel. There is no questioning that. If I had been told that on my visit only by 
Israeli politicians, I might well have concluded that they would say that, wouldn’t they? 
But I was told the same thing by Palestinian politicians when I visited the west bank. 
Again, if those politicians in Palestine had all been members of Fatah or had links to it, I 
may have come to the same conclusion, because they have a dispute with Hamas. But I 
also heard it from Palestinian politicians with no links to Fatah and who are not beholden 
in any way to Fatah. 
It is clear to me, from subsequent events—the actions that we saw as people tried to 
negotiate a ceasefire after the Israeli attacks on Gaza in January—that Iran is making its 
continued support for Hamas dependent on Hamas’s continuing to allow, or turn a blind 
eye to, attacks on Israel. While those missile attacks on Israel continue, the Israelis will 
continue to attack Gaza and the dispute and the awful violence that is happening at the 
moment will continue. We have to detoxify that whole area if we are to make any 
progress.  
We were getting somewhere in the north. I visited Israeli settlers on the Golan, who were 
saying, “We will give up the Golan to Syria as part of a peace deal and, for the first time, 
we believe that a real peace deal with Syria is within our grasp. We can do a deal with 
Syria. We understand that giving the Golan back to Syria will be part of that deal. And 
we will go. We, the Israelis who occupy the Golan, will go as part of a real peace deal.” 
What has happened to that peace deal? Iran has exerted its influence again. It has 
started to try to build influence with Hezbollah and tried to make it clear to Syria that any 
continued relationship between Syria and Iran depends on Syria’s not making any 
progress with such peace negotiations. This is the reality of what I have called Iran’s 
toxic influence in the middle east. Until we detoxify that influence and get Iran to start 
engaging more positively and more constructively, we will never have a resolution to 
these problems. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304
h0002.htm  
 

col 273WH  Mr Lidington: …The current President of Iran has used inflammatory 
language about Israel. I have said to Iranians that they grossly underestimate the fear 
that such language has provoked in Israel. There is no doubt that there is genuine fear in 
Israel that Iran poses a threat to the state’s very existence, yet speeches are made by 
Iranian leaders—most recently by Dr. Larijani at the Munich security conference in 
February—in which they talk about Israel as they talk about other states; they do not talk 
about the Zionist entity, but about Israel, a country that exists: it is a country that they do 
not like, and with whose policies they are at odds, but they see it as part of the region, 
and part of the world. If the Iranians would make it clear that they are willing to accept 
the existence of Israel, and the reality of the Israeli state, it would help things move 
forward. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304
h0003.htm  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304h0001.htm#09030460000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304h0001.htm#09030460000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090304/halltext/90304h0003.htm
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Prime Minister's speech to the US Congress 

includes: 
 

…We will work tirelessly with you as partners for peace in the Middle East: for a two state 
solution that provides for nothing less than a secure Israel safe within its borders existing 
side by side with a viable Palestinian state. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18506  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090303/am/9030
3s01.htm  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090303/pm/9030
3s01.htm  
 

Public Bill Committee proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0090303p.33-39.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090503m.41
1-417.html  
 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660303a.26
7-268.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
** closes in 5 days 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18506
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090303/am/90303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090303/am/90303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090303/pm/90303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090303/pm/90303s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pro0090303p.33-39.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090503m.411-417.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090503m.411-417.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660303a.267-268.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660303a.267-268.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
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UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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