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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Anti-Semitism: Children 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many (a) males and (b) 
females have been (i) prosecuted and (ii) convicted of verbally abusing Jewish children 
travelling to and from school in the last year for which figures are available. [259058] 

Maria Eagle: Data held centrally by the Ministry of Justice on court proceedings 
do not include information about the circumstances behind each case beyond the 
description provided in the statute under which prosecutions are brought. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w00
09.htm#09030237000007  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza: Diplomatic Service 
Mr. Breed: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of reports from UNRWA Commissioner-General Karen Abu-
Zayd that Israel has stopped UN staff based in Gaza from using the diplomatic pouch; 
and if he will make a statement. [244763] 

Bill Rammell: The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) informs us that it has 
suspended the diplomatic bag in and out of Gaza since mid-November 2008 after 
incidents in early November when officials carrying the bag were turned back from 
Gaza. UNRWA is following up with the Israeli authorities and has not requested 
our assistance. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w00
07.htm#09030215000024  
 

Hezbollah and Hamas 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
official contacts there have been in the last four weeks between the Government and (a) 
Hezbollah and (b) Hamas. [254721] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0009.htm#09030237000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0009.htm#09030237000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0007.htm#09030215000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0007.htm#09030215000024
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Bill Rammell: On 9 January 2009, our ambassador in Beirut attended a meeting 
of British parliamentarians with the Lebanese Foreign Affairs Committee. 
Representatives of all main political parties in Lebanon were present, including 
one MP from Hezbollah's political wing. During this meeting, our ambassador 
stressed the importance of all sides respecting the terms of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1701 which established the terms of the cessation of hostilities 
between Israel and Hezbollah in August 2006. 
We do not believe it is productive to talk to Hamas directly. The Arab League has 
mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in regular contact with both 
the Arab League and Egypt. Turkey, Syria, Qatar and others are also speaking to 
Hamas. The UK strongly supports intra-Palestinian reconciliation behind President 
Abbas which is the key for peace, stability and development. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w00
07.htm#09030215000027  
 

Israel: Arms Trade 
Mark Williams: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform whether his Department has carried out investigations to determine 
whether export licences have been granted inappropriately for unmanned aerial vehicles 
used in the Gaza conflict. [257362] 

Ian Pearson: The UK operates a licensing system built around pre-licensing risk 
assessment. All export licence applications are rigorously assessed on a case by 
case basis against the Consolidated EU and National Arms Export Licensing 
Criteria and any other relevant announced policies. Assessments of applications 
take account of all available information at the time of the application, including 
information about the situation in the receiving country. HMG seeks advice on 
export licence applications, as appropriate, from its advisors in diplomatic posts 
overseas, including for Israel. 
Licences will not be issued if any of the Consolidated EU and National Arms 
Export Licensing Criteria would be breached by doing so. However, the 
Government reassess licences that are in force if circumstances change 
significantly in the destination country and can revoke these licences if, in the light 
of those changed circumstances, they assesses that the export covered by the 
licence would breach any of the criteria. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w00
31.htm#09030250000105  

 
Middle East: Armed Conflict 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs on 
what occasions he has condemned (a) suicide and (b) other terrorist attacks in Israel; if 
he will place in the Library a copy of each such statement; and if he will make a 
statement. [242696] 

Bill Rammell: We have consistently made clear that rocket attacks directed 
against Israeli civilians are utterly unacceptable. We led the work on UN Security 
Council Resolution 1860 which “condemns all violence and hostilities directed at 
civilians and all acts of terrorism”. 
This has been our longstanding policy and over the last year we issued 
statements addressing both rocket attacks and suicide attacks. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary said on 2 March 2008 "I condemn the 
rocket attacks against Israel", and on 4 February 2009 "I utterly condemn this 
morning's suicide attack in Dimona". 
Further statements can be found on the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
website, http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/statements/ 

Mr. Leech: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment his Department has made of whether any of the weaponry or component 
parts thereof being used by the Israeli Defence Forces in Gaza has been manufactured 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0007.htm#09030215000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0007.htm#09030215000027
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0031.htm#09030250000105
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w0031.htm#09030250000105
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/statements/
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in the UK or exported by a UK-registered company [247806] 
Bill Rammell: As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary said in his statement 
to the House on 12 January 2009, Official Report, column 21: 
“No arms exports are granted where there is a clear risk that those arms could be 
used for internal repression or external aggression, and that is surveyed very 
closely. Also, we have no evidence of any of the exports that he has pointed to 
being used in this operation.” 

Paul Rowen: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the oral statement of 12 January 2009, Official Report, columns 21-38, on 
Gaza, what consideration he has given to referring the allegations made on the conduct 
of both sides to the International Criminal Court. [247882] 

Bill Rammell: As my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary told the House on 19 
January 2009, Official Report, column 501: 
“allegations must be closely and speedily investigated. 
Obviously, the three key parties to that investigation are the United Nations, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the government of Israel, and we 
are in touch with all of them.” 

Mr. Grogan: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the report of the Strategic Foresight Group on the Cost of 
Conflict in the Middle East. [257510] 

Bill Rammell: The report of the Strategic Foresight Group on the Cost of Conflict 
in the Middle East highlights many of the negative consequences of the conflict. 
The Government share these concerns and continue to believe that a just and 
lasting peace is in the interests of all parties. We will continue to work to achieve 
such a peace. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090302/text/90302w00
09.htm#09030215000032  

 
Gaza 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel proposing that the compensation settlement by the 
Government of Israel to the family of James Miller following his shooting in May 2003 
should provide a precedent for similar payments to any Gazan civilian victims of the 
recent military action. [HL1264] 

Lord Davies of Oldham: The agreement between the family of James Miller and 
the Government of Israel was a private settlement between the parties. Any other 
compensation matters are a matter for the Israeli Government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90302w0001.htm#0903
0220000194  
 

 
European Union 

The European Union’s PEGASE Mechanism at the Service of the Palestinian 
Population: a guide to donors wishing to contribute through PEGASE to the early 
recovery and reconstruction of Gaza 
http://www.delwbg.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/pegas/EU%20pegase%20-
%20gaza%20report%20t5.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motions  

(the following EDMs include references to Israel) 
 
Virendra Sharma (935) Sri Lanka (no 2) That this House notes with grave concern the 
deepening crisis in Sri Lanka, in which more than 2,000 lives have been lost since 
January alone; laments the dearth of coverage in the Western media of the crisis and 
thus the failure of the media to tell the world what is happening in Sri Lanka; further notes 
the extensive and appropriate coverage of the conflict in Gaza in which estimates 
suggest 1,300 lives were lost; highlights the meeting of the Commonwealth Ministerial 
Action Group in London on Wednesday 4 March; and calls on the Commonwealth 
Ministerial Action Group to suspend Sri Lanka from the Commonwealth until a ceasefire 
has been established and its government grants a UN monitoring mission unfettered 
access to the country, allows international aid agencies access to the Vanni region and 
resumes peace negotiations. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38014&SESSION=899  
 
Lembit Opik (937) Arrest and trial of Baha'is in Iran That this House notes the arrests 
in March and May 2008 of Mahvash Sabet, Fariba Kamalabadi, Jamaloddin Khanjani, 
Afif Naeimi, Saeid Rezaie, Behrouz Tavakkoli and Vahid Tizfahm, members of an 
informal leadership council of the Iranian Bahá'i community; further notes with concern 
the announcement of 12 February 2009 by the deputy-prosecutor of Tehran that these 
seven Bahá'is are to face a revolutionary court to answer charges including, espionage 
for Israel, insulting religious sanctities and propaganda against the Islamic republic, 
despite no evidence produced against them to date; observes that such accusations can 
merit capital punishment under Iranian law; is concerned that the charges against these 
Bahá'i community leaders may be motivated by a growing culture of anti-Bahá'i 
repression in Iran; and calls on the Government to protest to the Iranian authorities and 
press for the immediate release of these seven individuals.  
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38016&SESSION=899  

 
 
United Nations 

UN rights chief urges all States to take part in anti-racism conference 
The United Nations human rights chief today once again urged all Member States to put 
aside their differences and work towards ensuring a successful outcome to next month’s 
conference on intolerance, racial hatred and discrimination, noting these are problems 
that affect all countries.  “A persuasive outcome of the review conference and beyond 
hinges upon the genuine commitment of all States to seek consensus,” UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay told the UN Human Rights Council 
…Narrow, parochial interests and reflexive partisanship must be cast aside in the interest 
of a greater common good, …We need to prevent the acrimony of the past from 
encumbering the fight against intolerance which is – and I am sure we all agree – both of 
urgent concern and in the best interest of everyone.”  
The United States, along with Israel, had withdrawn from the 2001 conference citing 
concerns the forum was being used by some to push an anti-Israel agenda. Recently, the 
US decided to participate in the preparatory talks for next month’s conference, while 
Israel indicated last November that it does not plan to take part in the April review. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30057&Cr=racism&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090303m.331-
337.html  
 
   

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations  ** New or updated 
** closes in 7 days 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090303m.331-337.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090303m.331-337.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
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Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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