
 
1 

 

13 February 2009 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
 

SCoJeC 

 

Contents 

Home Affairs 

Community Relations 

Holocaust 

          Israel 

Relevant Legislation  

Consultations 

 

During the parliamentary recess, PAB will only be published if there is 
significant information to circulate.   

Daily publication will resume on 23 February 
 

 

 

Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Geert Wilders 
Lord Taverne: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their justification for denying 
Mr Geert Wilders entry into the United Kingdom. … 

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, under European law, a member state of the 
European economic area may refuse entry to a national of another EEA state if 
they constitute a threat to public policy, public security or public health. 

Lord Taverne: My Lords, I am aware that Mr Wilders holds views highly offensive to the 
Muslim community, but freedom of speech issues often raise awkward questions. 
Indeed, this ban has united in opposition the noble Lord, Lord Pearson, the Dutch 
Government—unusual allies—and also a section of the Muslim community which cares 
about freedom of expression. Does the Home Office agree that causing offence, even 
deep offence, to particular religious groups is no reason for compromising on the 
principle of freedom of expression? Why else did we repeal the laws on blasphemy? 
Since this is a ban on an EU citizen and Member of Parliament who has been convicted 
of no offence, and who has been invited to a private showing of a film in this House—not 
a rally in Trafalgar Square—does it not set a deeply disturbing precedent for the vital 
question of freedom of expression? … 
Lord Pearson of Rannoch: … Does the noble Lord think that this situation would have 
occurred if Mr Wilders had said, “Ban the Bible”? If it would not have occurred, why not? 
Surely, the violence and the disturbance that may arise from showing this film in this 
country is not caused by the film, which merely attempts to show how the violent Islamist 
uses the Koran to perpetrate his terrible acts, but by the jihadist, the violent Islamist. In 
doing what the Government have done, surely they are therefore guilty of appeasement. 

Lord West of Spithead: My Lords, I certainly do not think that we are guilty of 
appeasement in any way whatever. 

To read the full exchange see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212-
0002.htm#09021263000466  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212-0002.htm#09021263000466
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212-0002.htm#09021263000466
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Places of Religious Worship 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government which faith and denominations are 
recognised as religions for the purposes of the Places of Worship Registration Act 1855. 
[HL1358] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): The Places of Worship Registration Act 1855 provides for places of 
meeting for religious worship to be certified to the Registrar General, but does not 
apply to the established church. When considering the registration of a building 
which has been certified as a place of religious worship, the Registrar General 
applies the judgment by the Court of Appeal in the Segerdal case. 
The main finding in the judgment is that the words “place of meeting for religious 
worship” in the Act connote a place of which the principal use is for people to 
come together as a congregation to worship God or do reverence to a deity. Apart 
from the Church of England and the Church in Wales, any faith or denomination 
which meets these criteria would be capable of recognition under the 1855 Act. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0004.htm#0902
1280000857 
 

Government Departments: Religions and Faiths 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government what religions and faiths are 
officially recognised by each government department. [HL1353] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Andrews): Her Majesty's Government have 
no policy of officially extending recognition to religions and faiths. Government 
departments routinely work with representatives of a wide range of religion or 
belief groups in delivering policies relevant to them, and with organisations 
representing those of no belief. 

Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government what religious groups or affiliated 
organisations have received public funding from each government department in each of 
the past five years. [HL1354] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Andrews): A range of faith-based 
organisations have received public funding in each of these years, normally in the 
context of providing public services or advising Her Majesty’s Government. 
Similarly, a number of bodies seeking to promote inter-faith activity and dialogue 
at national, regional and local level have received funding in this period. However, 
a comprehensive list of such bodies is not centrally held and could only be created 
at disproportionate cost. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0003.htm#0902
1280000846 
 

Police: Associations 
Lord Stoddart of Swindon: To ask Her Majesty's Government further to the Written 
Answer by Lord West of Spithead on 26 January (WA 19), why the National Association 
of Muslim Police is the only religious group to receive grant in aid; what is its purpose; 
what is the total amount of grant since its inception; and how often the need to continue 
any grant is reviewed. [HL1209] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): Any of the national diversity staff associations in the police service can 
seek grant in aid funding from the Home Office. The only national faith-based staff 
association to apply for funding in 2008-09 was the National Association of Muslim 
Police (NAMP). 
NAMP exists to increase the trust and confidence of police amongst Muslim 
communities and increase the recruitment, retention, and progression of Muslim 
officers and staff. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0004.htm#09021280000857
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0004.htm#09021280000857
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0003.htm#09021280000846
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0003.htm#09021280000846
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The total amount of grant in aid paid to NAMP since its inception is £33,750. 
Grant in aid is reviewed annually and approval follows submission of a formal 
annual bid. Payments from the annual approved amount are reviewed each 
quarter. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0004.htm#0902
1280000858  

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a House of Lords short debate on the Government's "response to the 
persecution of religious believers in contravention of Article 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights" on 24 February after 2.30pm.  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Joint Committee on Human Rights 

UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences 
The Joint Committee on Human Rights has recently agreed to undertake a short inquiry 
on UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences committed abroad. 
The Committee has written to the Secretary of State for Justice asking for a 
memorandum on UK law and prosecutorial policy in this area, following the speech by 
the then Director of Public Prosecutions, Sir Ken Macdonald QC, on 21 October 2008, 
drawing attention to the differences in legislation relating to the various offences and the 
practical impact this could have on the UK's ability to secure convictions for such crimes. 
The Committee intends to hear oral evidence in the Spring.  
The Committee is seeking information and views on: 
• the number of prosecutions under the Genocide Act 1969, the Geneva Conventions Act 
1957 and the International Criminal Court Act 2001 for genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity offences committed abroad, and their outcomes; 
• the number of suspected perpetrators of genocide, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity present in the UK who cannot be prosecuted because of the date the crimes 
occurred or because they are not resident in the UK; 
• the rationale for the differences in the legal regimes applying to the offences of 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity committed abroad; and  
• whether the law should be changed to ensure it is more consistent and what the 
practical consequences of change may be, for example in terms of police resources 
required to investigate such crimes. 
For more information see 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0004.htm#09021280000858
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0004.htm#09021280000858
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on "UK aid to Gaza" on 25 February at 4.30pm. 
 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Anniversaries 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Prime Minister to what events held in the United Kingdom to 
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the founding of the State of Israel he has been 
invited; what such invitations he has (a) accepted and (b) declined; and if he will make a 
statement. [254992] 

The Prime Minister: It is already a matter of public record. I attended the 
Embassy of Israel 60(th) Anniversary Reception on 12 May 2008 in London. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090212/text/90212w00
04.htm#0902139000042  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will take steps to enable 
$93 million, currently held by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, to be spent 
on capital programmes and reconstruction in Gaza, as originally intended. [HL1080] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) 
reported prior to the recent conflict in Gaza that UNRWA infrastructure projects in 
Gaza valued at $93 million had been halted due to a lack of raw materials as a 
result of the closure of the border crossings. 
Following the conflict the immediate priority for the UK Government has been to 
press for full and unhindered access for humanitarian personnel and supplies. 
These supplies include materials essential for the repair of humanitarian 
infrastructure, such as water and sanitation facilities. This issue has been raised 
repeatedly with the Israeli authorities at the highest levels. 
The World Bank, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and European 
Community (EC) will take the lead in co-ordinating international efforts on 
reconstruction. A needs assessment is planned which is expected to report in 
three months. The UK Government will work closely with international partners to 
ensure that the goods required for reconstruction are able to enter Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of the access granted to humanitarian agencies in Gaza. [HL1083] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The recent hostilities brought about almost complete closure of 
the crossings into Gaza and made it very dangerous for aid staff to operate, and 
for aid recipients to access aid at distribution centres. The ceasefire and IDF 
withdrawal has improved access to the Gaza Strip and security within it for 
humanitarian agencies, but still not nearly enough humanitarian supplies are 
getting in. Humanitarian personnel are also facing ongoing difficulties entering 
Gaza. 
Formal reports from the UN will be key in outlining in detail the challenges it and 
other organisations face. The UK Government continue to raise concerns with the 
Government of Israel and other partners. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0003.htm#0902
1280000844 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090212/text/90212w0004.htm#0902139000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090212/text/90212w0004.htm#0902139000042
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0003.htm#09021280000844
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90212w0003.htm#09021280000844
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UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

 
Andrew Pelling (807) Aid to Gaza – That this House calls on the Government to give 
the strongest support to the UN in seeking access to Gaza to provide humanitarian aid; 
and expresses its gravest concerns about the restrictions on such humanitarian flows 
being imposed by the state of Israel. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37869&SESSION=899  

 
 

United Nations 

UN probe into Gaza incidents begins work 
A United Nations investigation into events incidents involving death and damage at the 
world body’s premises in Gaza during Israel’s recent three-week offensive kicked off 
today, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said. 
The four-member Board of Inquiry, led by Ian Martin of the United Kingdom, began its 
work in New York today and is expected to travel to the region shortly, according to a 
statement issued by Mr. Ban’s spokesperson. 
The body will review and investigate several incidents in the Gaza Strip between 27 
December 2008 and 19 January 2009 and “in which death or injuries occurred at, and/or 
damage was done to, United Nations premises or in the course of United Nations 
operations,” it noted. 
The Secretary-General said that he expects that all parties will fully cooperate with the 
Board, which also comprises Larry Johnson of the United States, Sinha Basnayake of Sri 
Lanka and Lieutenant Colonel Patrick Eichenberger of Switzerland. 
Upon completing its investigation, the Board will report to Mr. Ban, who will then, upon 
reviewing the findings, decide what steps to take. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29892&Cr=gaza&Cr1= 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090212a.109-
115.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Subordinate Legislation Committee Report  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/subleg/reports-09/sur09-10.htm  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070212a.209-
215.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Justice Committee Report  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/reports-09/jur09-03.htm  
 

  
 
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37869&SESSION=899
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=3709
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29892&Cr=gaza&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090212a.109-115.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090212a.109-115.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/subleg/reports-09/sur09-10.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070212a.209-215.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070212a.209-215.html
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/reports-09/jur09-03.htm
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European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

** closes today! 
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
** UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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