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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Religious Buildings 
Ben Chapman: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what recent 
assessment he has made of English Heritage's performance in facilitating the 
conservation of churches and places of worship. [253910] 

Barbara Follett: The Department for Culture, Media and Sport provides financial 
support for the historic environment through English Heritage, which makes 
funding decisions independently of Government. It is for English Heritage to 
determine where money is spent depending on its assessment of relative need 
across the wider historic environment. The Department is satisfied with English 
Heritage's performance on facilitating the conservation of churches and places of 
worship. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
10.htm#09020935000057  
 

Peace 
Lembit Öpik: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
much his Department has spent on (a) peace education, (b) mediation, (c) conflict 
prevention, (d) conflict resolution, (e) interfaith dialogue and (f) other peace development 
initiatives since January 2002; and if he will make a statement. [252109] 

Gillian Merron: Most of this information is not held centrally in these specific 
categories, and obtaining it would incur disproportionate cost. However, the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) does hold information on conflict-related 
programme activity funded through trilateral (FCO, Ministry of Defence and 
Department for International Development) funds since 2002. 
From 2000 to 2007, the FCO funded its conflict-related programme activity 
through the tri-departmentally managed and owned Global Conflict Prevention 
Pool (GCPP) and Africa Conflict Prevention Pool (ACPP). The Conflict Prevention 
Pool (CPP) was established in April 2008 to replace the GCPP and ACPP. The 
CPP funds a broad range of conflict prevention work including education and 
mediation initiatives, and currently supports work in a number of regions (the 
Balkans, the Americas, Africa, South Asia, Middle East and North Africa and 
Russia and the Commonwealth of Independent States). A separate Stabilisation 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0010.htm#09020935000057
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0010.htm#09020935000057
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Aid Fund (SAF) was established in April 2008 to fund stabilisation and 
reconstruction activity in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
From financial year 2001-02 to 2007-08, GCPP expenditure amounted to 
approximately £448 million, and ACPP expenditure amounted to approximately 
£341 million. For financial year 2008-09, £112 million has been allocated to the 
CPP, and £73 million has been allocated to the SAF. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
16.htm#09020935000101  
 

Schools: Collective Worship 
Mr. Sanders: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families whether 
he has any plans to remove the requirement for a daily act of worship in schools. 
[253807] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: We have no plans to remove the requirement for a daily act 
of worship in schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
48.htm#09021020000041  

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Community Relations: Islam 
Mark Pritchard: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
how much funding the Government has provided for research on the ways in which 
Muslims are perceived in the UK; which Departments have allocated funds for this 
purpose; and which of the Government’s international counterparts have co-operated 
with the UK in funding the research. [253702] 

Mr. Khan: The Government have not commissioned any research solely for the 
purpose of investigating perceptions of Muslims within the UK. A number of pieces 
of Government research do provide evidence from which it would be possible to 
infer how Muslims ‘may’ be perceived. Examples of these include: 
The Communities and Local Government Citizenship Survey; a large scale 
nationally representative survey intended to understand people’s views on issues 
such as race equality, faith, feelings about community, volunteering and 
participation. It is possible to analyse responses by the faith of respondents. In 
addition, questions on perceptions of the subjects of discrimination include an 
option to select ‘Muslim’ as one of a number of responses. 
The University of Kent ‘Equality, Diversity and Prejudice in Britain’ (commissioned 
by the Government Equalities Office, previously part of CLG); includes research 
on positive/negative perceptions of 11 social groups, one of which was Muslims. 
The Department for Work and Pensions ‘Barriers to employment for Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis in Britain and Constraints’; looks at a number of issues, 
including perceptions towards two minority groups that are predominantly Muslim. 
All of the above research projects were funded solely by the UK Government. It is 
not possible to attribute costs to the specific elements or questions which relate to 
perceptions of Muslims in the UK, as one question or interview can be analysed 
from a number of standpoints. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
14.htm#09020935000085  

TOP 
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Holocaust 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Crimes Against Humanity: Anniversaries 
Martin Horwood: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
assessment he has made of the merits of the observance in educational institutions of a 
day of remembrance for crimes against humanity. [253756] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: It is for schools to decide whether to observe days of 
remembrance or celebration and how that might fit with the curriculum or the wider 
education of the students. However, there are some elements of history that we 
believe are of vital importance and will continue to ensure that they are covered by 
all schools—the study of the Holocaust is one of these. Holocaust Memorial Day 
aims to encourage greater awareness among young people of the relevance of 
the Holocaust and the need for mutual respect and understanding. It is supported 
by a Government funded education pack. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
43.htm#09021020000007  

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

Andrew Pelling (722) Holocaust Denial - That this House hopes that Bishop 
Williamson will renounce his denial of the Holocaust before his return to the Roman 
Catholic church. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37777&SESSION=899  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: EU External Trade 
Mr. Soames: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will seek a review at EU level of Israel's trade status with the EU. [247794] 

Bill Rammell: We do not believe that economic sanctions are the best way to 
engage or to influence Israel. We therefore have no plans to seek a review of 
Israel’s trade status with the EU. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
16.htm#09020935000096  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Hoyle: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps his Department has taken to help bring an end to the conflict in Gaza. [248352] 

Bill Rammell: We have been very active in seeking to bring an end to the conflict 
in Gaza. From the outset, we have called for an immediate and sustainable 
ceasefire. The Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary have spoken frequently to 
key leaders. Security Council Resolution 1860 was tabled by the UK, and the 
Foreign Secretary played a leading role in securing its adoption. We are now 
being similarly active in seeking to ensure that the ceasefire is built on. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
16.htm#09020935000098  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0043.htm#09021020000007
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0043.htm#09021020000007
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37777&SESSION=899
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0016.htm#09020935000096
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0016.htm#09020935000096
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0016.htm#09020935000098
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0016.htm#09020935000098
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Palestinians: Diplomatic Relations 
Harry Cohen: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
the Government’s policy is on holding discussions with elected Palestinian 
representatives in Gaza. [252125] 

Bill Rammell: President Abbas is the elected leader of the Palestinian people. We 
work very closely with him and his government. 
We do not believe it is productive to talk to Hamas directly until it makes significant 
movement towards the Quartet principles of rejecting violence, accepting Israel’s 
right to exist and recognising previous agreements. The Arab League has 
mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in regular contact with both 
the Arab League and Egypt. Turkey, Syria, Qatar and others are also speaking to 
Hamas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w00
16.htm#09020935000100  
 

Gaza 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what progress is being made in the 
international investigation of possible war crimes in the recent Gaza conflict. 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, we are gravely concerned at the allegations 
made by such credible organisations as the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the United Nations. The UN Human Rights Council, in its resolution of 
12 January, has decided to send an international fact-finding mission to 
investigate violations of human rights law and international humanitarian law by 
Israel in Gaza. We will consider the results of the fact-finding mission once they 
are available; and at that stage the parties and the international community will 
need to decide on any further action. 

Lord Dykes: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that very positive Answer. In view of the 
Foreign Secretary’s unequivocal assertion in the other place on 12 January that all ICRC-
routed complaints of possible war crimes should be investigated, will the Government 
therefore now work energetically and unceasingly with our EU partners to secure 
comprehensive and objective investigative machinery under universal international 
auspices as quickly as possible, while the evidence remains fresh? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, it is expected that we and the international 
community will co-operate with the investigation that is being carried out under the 
UN Human Rights Council. We will need to evaluate those results when we have 
the evidence but contributions will be made from a number of sources, and the 
British Government will play their part in any way that they can. 

Lord Clinton-Davis: My Lords, is not the top priority now to examine the possibility of 
working out a permanent peace settlement, in view of the tremendously fragile character 
of the situation at present? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I agree with my noble friend. The priority is 
certainly to look towards establishing a permanent ceasefire and the basis for a 
stable peace. That is the area in which the British Government can play a 
constructive role together with our partners in the EU. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, what will the Government do to ensure that this is 
indeed an independent and full investigation? To pick up my noble friend’s question, 
could this be referred to the EU sub-committee on human rights for it to investigate 
whether the trade agreement with Israel should now be suspended? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, on the independence of the investigation, as I 
have indicated, it will be conducted under the international auspices of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, which will investigate the facts as fully as it is able 
to do. Additional action with regard to Israel and any action by the European Union 
are matters for the European Union to consider, but the main issue on human 
rights is properly located with the international body responsible for the 
investigation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0016.htm#09020935000100
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090209/text/90209w0016.htm#09020935000100
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Lord Howell of Guildford: My Lords, following observations in this House last Friday 
and the assessment of the overall situation, would it be understood that, if any 
investigations were to be carried further, they would involve actions by both parties to this 
horror because direct attacks on civilians appear to have taken place on both sides? Is it 
accepted that the investigation would have to be even-handed and fair? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I am at one with the noble Lord in recognising 
the value of Friday’s debate which covered these issues very intensively. It is quite 
clear that rockets from Gaza have killed and injured civilians in Israel. The United 
Nations Human Rights Council is to investigate violations of human rights law and 
the international humanitarian law by Israel as a state operating in relation to 
Gaza. That is the proper role of the United Nations body. 

Lord Elystan-Morgan: My Lords, does the noble Lord accept the wise precept of the 
noble and learned Lord, Lord Woolf, tendered to this House a fortnight ago, that we 
should not rush to judgment in this matter until and unless the facts are fully and 
accurately established? Does he further agree that no nation should condemn out of 
hand the state of Israel, unless that nation too has walked through the valley of the 
shadow of death and lives within range of the malice of enemies who are determined to 
bring about its annihilation? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, I am grateful to the noble Lord for 
establishing the context in which these issues are to be resolved. As an earlier 
question reflected, we shall need good will on all sides to promote a long-term 
solution to the positions of Israel and Palestine. He will appreciate that the United 
Nations Human Rights Council has been charged with the task of this 
investigation. Of course, it is working on the premise that he is working on: 
namely, that no one has the right to lay any charges until the facts have been 
investigated. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, clearly there were an appalling number of 
innocent civilian casualties, but will the inquiry also be empowered to look at the scale of 
those casualties because the memory of the exaggeration of Jenin is very fresh in the 
minds of many? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90209-
0001.htm#0902091000407  

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, of course, we expect the fact-finding mission 
to carry out a full investigation of the position. Inevitably, it is bound to reflect on 
the level of casualties that have occurred and the circumstances in which those 
casualties were caused. My noble friend should have no doubt at all about the 
thoroughness with which the fact-finding mission will go about its job on behalf of 
the council. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, does the Minister agree that this Government should do all 
in their power to uphold international law throughout the world, applied equally to all 
countries of the world? What guarantee can our Government give that the United Nations 
Human Rights Council will be allowed access to the Gaza Strip to investigate? 

Lord Davies of Oldham: My Lords, it is clear that the council starts off with an 
international mandate and it will expect and demand the necessary co-operation. 
But if the noble Baroness is referring to the broader picture, the role which the 
United Kingdom Government envisage for themselves is to be constructive 
towards establishing a permanent ceasefire leading to a permanent, two-nation 
peace agreement between Palestine and Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90209-0002.htm  
 
 

United Nations 

UN lifts suspension of Gaza food imports after Hamas returns stolen aid 
The main United Nations relief agency responsible for feeding 900,000 Palestinian 
refugees in Gaza today lifted its suspension of aid imports after Hamas returned all the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90209-0001.htm#0902091000407
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90209-0001.htm#0902091000407
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90209-0002.htm
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aid it had stolen last week. 
But the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East warned 
that its distribution operation continued to be jeopardized by Israel’s refusal to let in 
materials for plastic bags, more than three weeks after the end of the devastating 
offensive it launched with the stated aim of halting Hamas and other rocket attacks 
against it. 
UNRWA Director of Operations in Gaza John Ging said Hamas had returned all the aid 
stolen on two occasions last week, including 300 tons of food, and assured the Agency 
that there would not be a reoccurrence, a condition UNRWA had demanded to resume 
its import operations.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29827&Cr=gaza&Cr1=unrwa  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0091002m.53-
59.html  
 
 

 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0071002m.11
1-117.html  

 

 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
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Other Relevant Information 

Scottish Government 
Changes to Scottish Government    
The changes include: 

• Alex Neil appointed as Minister for Housing and Communities. The Sport remit will 
now be led by Shona Robison who becomes Minister for Sport and Public Health 

• Roseanna Cunningham appointed as Minister for the Environment 

• Keith Brown appointed as Education Minister for Schools and Skills 

• Michael Russell taking responsibility for the Constitution as Minister for Culture, 
External Affairs and Constitution 

• Stewart Maxwell, Linda Fabiani and Maureen Watt leave the Government. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2009/02/10103636 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

** closes this week! 
Policing and Crime Bill (UK Parliament)   (closes 11 February 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
 
** closes this week! 
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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