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House of Lords: Developments in Gaza 
includes 
 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-Brown): 
…It is important that a number of countries, including Israel, share the burden of 
reconstruction in Gaza. We welcome the $1 billion contribution from Saudi Arabia, which 
was announced during the Arab League summit in January. However, for the effective 
distribution of humanitarian aid to be effective, two issues need to be addressed with the 
utmost urgency. … [we] remain concerned about the dangers posed by landmines and 
unexploded ordnances. Two Palestinian children have already fallen victim, having been 
killed on 20 January by unexploded ordnance in Az Zaitoun in the Gaza Governorate. 
Therefore, security, including the marking and clearance of UXOs, is essential not just for 
the safety of Palestinians but also if we are to ensure the efficient delivery of 
humanitarian assistance to the population. 
Secondly, we must ensure that the flow of aid to Gaza is unhindered. … it is evident that 
the number of trucks allowed into the Gaza strip needs to be increased, including not just 
those for humanitarian assistance but also those to support the private sector if the 
economy is to be put back on its feet. There also needs to be an easing in restrictions on 
the type of items allowed in. Additional crossings must be opened urgently, including 
Karni and Sufa, and basic construction materials also need to be allowed in to facilitate 
the repair of public infrastructure and private homes. …We acknowledge the concerns of 
the Israeli Government about the smuggling of weapons into Gaza. Obviously we want to 
ensure that we make a practical difference in respect of that smuggling, which is in part a 
local issue across the Egypt-Gaza border, but which is also a wider one given the 
regional and even global flow of arms that takes place. … 
 

Col 863  Lord Howell of Guildford: …Without doubt this is a hideous situation, and 
must be classed as an appalling tragedy. It may be just one in a long list of Middle East 
savagery and, despite the blotting out of up to 1,000 or so lives, small in the grim 
arithmetic of humanitarian calamities, but, none the less, it is particularly vivid and ugly, 
particularly avoidable, and particularly frustrating. …Despite the whole UN system—
about which the Minister knows more than most of us—despite the many brave UN 
personnel involved on this occasion, despite the condemnations of the UN Secretary-
General, despite the whole machinery of the Geneva conventions, and despite all the 
brave declarations of human rights, apparently nothing could be done to prevent families 
being burnt to death, industry and agriculture in the Gaza strip being extensively 
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destroyed, infrastructure being deeply damaged and most aspects of normal life being 
torn apart. …Secondly, it has to be recognised, and if possible understood, that both 
sides in this catastrophe were acting in a mood of desperation and fear. Israel could 
simply no longer tolerate having rockets of increasing range and power rained on 
civilians indiscriminately day after day after day. This morning there was a report that up 
to 10,000 rockets have been poured on Israeli towns. That was the Israeli stance and 
their outlook. For their part, the Hamas rulers of Gaza apparently believe that their only 
recourse or means of protest at the locking in of 1.5 million people in this tiny area was to 
keep firing regardless of the riposte it might bring or the way that it put innocent 
Palestinians right in the firing line, with tragic results, as we have seen. 
Thirdly, both parties seemed to lose sight totally—they were not the only ones—of the 
need for an overarching commitment to a viable and unified Palestinian state. That is the 
declared objective of statesmen from the Oslo accords onwards, of the quartet and every 
would-be peacemaker in the region, and yet now it seems further away than ever. 
Fourthly, one has to ask not just about the failure of the outside powers—the US and the 
EU—to prevent the slaughter but the question: where were the key regional actors in the 
run-up to all this?  …Fourthly, and most importantly, we need to do everything possible to 
bolster Palestinian moderates … 
 

Col 866   Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, I was thinking about what I should say 
today as my wife and I attended the Leeds Holocaust Day last Sunday. It was quite an 
emotional experience. Young Muslims were talking about going to Auschwitz and 
thinking about the need to ensure that we all live together in peace in this country. The 
slogan under which the Leeds Holocaust Day met was, “Stand up to hatred”. That is what 
I suggest we all have to do. It is easy in the circumstances for people on both sides to be 
partisan and to give way to anger, to go from anger to hatred and to put all the blame on 
the other side. We may hear some of that in this debate. 
We know, because we have been told, how appalling it has been to live in southern 
Israel, to have to live underground or inside with the threat of rocket attacks coming day 
by day. We shall hear that. Some may say that that justified what Israel did in Gaza. We 
will also no doubt hear from others who will say that the destruction of Gaza, with well 
over 1,000 people killed and many others wounded, the destruction of the university and 
schools, the killing of people close to and distantly, and the use of white phosphorus 
justifies revenge against Israel. 
It is our responsibility in this country, as we come to terms with those two contradictory 
narratives of competitive victimhood, outsiders as we are, to talk to the partisans on both 
sides, to those to whom we feel emotionally most close to say: “Don’t give way to anger, 
hatred and revenge”. After all, this washes over into our country. In recent months, there 
have been some very worrying outbreaks of anti-Semitism, threats of renewed 
radicalisation in the Muslim community, and I have heard worrying rumours of what some 
imams are saying in some mosques. That is a threat to us and to the peace of our 
diverse democracy. 
We have also seen some defensive drawing in within our Jewish community, feeling 
itself, as well as Israel, to be under attack. We need to say to the leaders of both 
communities in this country that they have to reach out, not draw in. The danger for us 
and for them is that we continue with the cycle of conflict: more embittered martyrdom on 
the Muslim side; and more—one has to say it—self-brutalising attitudes to conflict on the 
Israeli side. If the preservation of Israel can be assured only by massive and 
disproportionate attacks on its neighbours every few years, it will eventually be 
impossible to preserve Israel. Israelis cannot guarantee that they will win every time, and 
the cost of winning to Israeli society and Israel's reputation in the world and in the United 
States, on which it vitally depends for continuing support, will be too high. … 
How easy is it to defend Israel? Last week Ha’aretzpublished a survey of settlement on 
the West Bank, which stated that 75 per cent of settlements are built illegally on 
Palestinian-owned land. Yet the Israeli Government demolish Palestinian houses for 
which there is no permission. Is that acceptable within the best of the Jewish tradition, 
which many of us cherish so much? There are rumours about troop behaviour towards 
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the Palestinians both in Gaza and on the West Bank, some of which are sadly likely to be 
true, and very hard evidence of fundamentalist settlers behaving in a totally unacceptable 
fashion towards their Palestinian neighbours. …On the other side, we also have to ask 
how easy it is to defend Hamas or Hezbollah and the romanticism of violence which they 
and their supporters proclaim. How easy is it to defend those Arab regimes which put off 
reform because they find it easy to blame the West for the ills of the Muslim world rather 
than tackle the problems of modernising societies, economies and Islam itself? The 
Saudi pact with Wahhabism is itself part of the problem. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-
0001.htm#09020644000547  
 

col 869  Lord Luce: …endeavouring to satisfy a gross injustice done to the Jews in 
Europe, and elsewhere for that matter, has in itself resulted in a gross injustice to 
Palestinians over a relatively tiny area of land. It has created a kind of cancer, which is 
spreading outwards, destabilising the Middle East and affecting Europe too, with, for 
example, the Muslim outrage that we now see and the deplorable anti-Semitism that we 
have seen in recent times. 
Nobody comes out of this well. First, the Israelis, with their aggressive form of self-
defence, grabbing land illegally and not appearing to care for Palestinians, take a very 
self-defeating approach. Secondly, the Palestinians themselves, as Abba Eban said, 
never missed an opportunity to miss an opportunity: there has been no leadership—no 
Mandela in that area—and they are as divided as ever. Then there is the wider Arab 
world, which is divided, destabilised, often radicalised and lacking in leadership. Lastly, 
there is the international community. We do not escape criticism, of course, because we 
have played a major part in this issue, but the lack of even-handedness on the part of the 
United States has had disastrous consequences. … 
 

Col 870  The Lord Bishop of Chelmsford: …Those of us who have been to the Holy 
Land will know the experience of passing through checkpoints on the West Bank that are 
staffed by young Israeli men and women who are barely out of school and controlling 
people old enough to be their grandparents. It makes you wonder what we are doing to 
the next generation of people and what people are thinking who have been involved in 
firing from tanks into Gaza, which has left young children and women dead or injured for 
life. There is a brutalising effect in all this. …alongside and within this process it is vital 
that the powerful voice of the faith traditions in the Middle East are brought to bear on 
this task. Again, when I was last in the region, everyone said that one of the problems 
with the Oslo accords in the 1990s was that they excluded the faith traditions, which was 
a mistake. We must mount ourselves over the fantasies that many have that all religious 
Jews in Israel are fanatical right wingers, that all leaders of Islam are potential terrorists 
and that the leaders of the Christian Church spend their time arguing about who controls 
the holy sites. It is time we got out of this mode and got to the substance of the 
contribution that they and other people behind the political leaders can contribute as 
community leaders in creating a climate which encourages the process to peace. … 
 

Col 872  Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale: …I first visited Gaza in August 1967, when 
Israel had taken control only a few weeks before. As I have said before in this House, I 
found Gaza an absolute hellhole. It is not easy to understand, and it is even more difficult 
to forgive, how prosperous Arab countries allowed their Palestinian brethren to live in 
such wretched conditions from 1948 to 1967. …There have been many and varied 
charges levied against Israel over the most recent conflict in Gaza, and the ensuing 
humanitarian catastrophe. Before dealing with some of the specifics, I should like to echo 
the wise words of the noble and learned Lord, Lord Woolf, who I hope will forgive me for 
paraphrasing him. On 21 January, he advised against using words like condemnation 
without investigation and proof. He also explained that bad experiences had made Israel 
sceptical of international opinion, since unfounded allegations were given maximum 
publicity, which, when they were refuted were not given the same kind of publicity. 
An example that illustrates perfectly both of those points is the alleged Israeli rocket 
attack on the UNRWA school, which killed 43 civilians who had taken refuge in the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0001.htm#09020644000547
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0001.htm#09020644000547
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school compound—that was the story. As the Canadian Globe and Mail has reported—
but very few other newspapers have—physical evidence and interviews with several eye 
witnesses, including a teacher who was in the school yard at the time of the shelling, 
made clear that all three mortar shells landed in the street outside the quite large 
compound of the school. Indeed, 43 people were killed, but that did not include anyone 
who was inside the UNRWA school compound. 
One of the UN officers got the story right very briefly when he said that, 
“three artillery shells landed outside the UNRWA Jabalia Prep C Girls School”. 
But the correct version did not last long. It appeared never to have reached the 
international media. So is it any wonder that Israelis do not trust it? 
 

Col 874  Lord Eden of Winton: …It is difficult to speak in moderate terms about the 
horrendous events in Gaza, and frankly I do not think that we should speak in moderate 
terms because they were horrendous and totally unjustifiable actions by Israel. It is 
claimed that what was done was a justified response to the very real suffering inflicted by 
years of mindless assault from Hamas rockets and suicide bombers. It is also argued 
that if, after repeated warnings from Israel, the rockets continued, revenge would be swift 
and terrible. But that was not the only course open to Israel; the sword could have stayed 
in the scabbard. There could have been a major effort to engage in diplomacy and 
negotiation. There should certainly have been some understanding of the enormous 
sense of frustration felt on the part of the Palestinians, who for years have been the 
victims of Israeli encroachment and who have experienced little but humiliation at the 
hands of their neighbours. This has resulted in a steady escalation of violence. …As 
Professor Avi Shlaim of Oxford University wrote on 26 January in a letter to the 
Guardian: 
“Gaza was not even a war in the conventional sense of the word; it was one-sided 
carnage”. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0002.htm  
 

col 878  Baroness Kennedy of The Shaws: …The Palestinians are in Palestine 
because Palestine is the homeland of the Palestinian people. The Israeli Jews are in 
Israel because there is no other country in the world where the Jews, as a people and as 
a nation, could ever call their home. As individuals, yes, but as a people and as a 
nation—no. So both sets of people have rights. One of the components of this tragedy, 
an aspect that has a certain irony about it, is the fact that many Israeli Jews do not 
recognise how deep is the Palestinian emotional connection to the land, and many 
Palestinians fail to recognise just how deep is the Jewish connection to the same land. 
There has to be compromise, but compromise is not defeat. Compromise means life; 
compromise means pain. It means the end to certain dreams—dreams of the right of 
return, dreams of a greater Israel. But people have to contain some of their dreams if 
there is to be resolution. The Palestinians will have to sacrifice parts that used to be their 
own, pre-1948, and that is going to hurt like hell. But the Israelis will have to end this 
construction of settlements and withdraw behind the pre-1967 lines. 
This should no longer be a discussion in which people have to choose whether they are 
pro-Israeli or pro-Palestinian. This is a discussion where people should be talking about 
being pro-peace. … 
 

Col 880  Baroness Northover: …We hear how Hamas has stolen goods, which is 
clearly unacceptable. But how difficult have we made things in Gaza by not allowing the 
elected Government there to take part in the distribution of aid? Does it make sense to 
involve only the Palestinian Authority in doing so? 
By supporting Fatah against Hamas, the Palestinians’ ability to speak with one voice has 
been undermined. One has to ask: in whose interest is that? Hamas was elected and its 
MPs jailed. It has to be part of the solution. And set aside the pre-conditions, with the 
exception already agreed, of setting aside violence. Recognising Israel is its last card. 
One has to acknowledge that Fatah did that and feels that it got little in return. Too often 
demands are made of the Palestinians without demanding that other conditions, such as 
withdrawing from the settlements, opening crossings and respect for human rights, are 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0002.htm
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observed by the Israelis. That perceived lack of balance risks fuelling the feeling among 
Palestinians that negotiation is not the way forward, and that terrible conclusion is in no 
one’s interests, especially the Israelis’. 
Sir Jeremy Greenstock said about Hamas: 
“This is a regime about which a lot of inaccurate statements are made, particularly by the 
Israeli and Washington governments. It is not beholden to Iran .... They are not trying to 
set up a Taliban-style government in Gaza .... They are not intent on the destruction of 
Israel. That is a rhetorical statement of resistance”. … 
 

Col 882  Lord Wright of Richmond: … the responsibility for the repeated breakdown of 
the ceasefire lies on both sides of the border? There is, I think, no doubt that the 
ceasefire agreed in December was broken by an unpublicised incursion by the Israel 
Defence Forces, timed to coincide with the publicity surrounding the United States 
presidential election. Can the Minister confirm the headlines in the Lebanese press last 
week; namely, that Hamas had offered the Israelis a one-year ceasefire, but that it had 
been rejected on the grounds that Israel wanted a ceasefire of one year and a half? But 
do Israeli politicians really want that? It hardly squares with Mr Netanyahu’s promise this 
week that, if he is successful in the forthcoming elections, he will destroy Hamas …It is 
high time that we recognise Hamas for what it is: a democratically elected resistance 
movement, with a readiness to talk, which draws its popular support from deep 
resentment, not only of the continued and expanding occupation of Palestinian territory 
but also of the appalling conditions under which the populations of both Gaza and the 
West Bank are forced to live. 
 

Col 883  Lord Janner of Braunstone: …It is clear that Hamas is deeply obsessed with 
the destruction of the State of Israel. I quote its charter: 
“There is no solution to the Palestinian problem except by Jihad. The initiatives, 
proposals and International Conferences are but a waste of time, an exercise in futility”. 
Hamas’s conduct during the conflict betrays a complete disregard for the people on 
whose behalf the jihad that it refers to is being held. The widespread use of human 
shields, the deliberate setting of traps in civilian buildings and the firing from civilian 
institutions to invite return fire are all despicable examples of its behaviour. They indicate 
the extremely difficult environment in which the Israel Defence Forces have been 
operating. Civilian casualties are completely and entirely regrettable, but sadly, in those 
situations, inevitable. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0003.htm  
 

Col 883  Lord Janner of Braunstone: Noble Lords may know that the fighting in Gaza 
has had a most worrying effect on the level of anti-Semitism in this country. The 
Community Security Trust received reports of more than 250 incidents during the conflict. 
One was reported today in the Jewish Chronicle. It involved a 12 year-old Jewish girl 
surrounded by 20 young people shouting, “Death to Jews”. There is an overflow that 
requires watching. This, of course, is inexcusable. I know that our Government, 
particularly the Department for Communities and Local Government, are working closely 
with the Jewish community to ensure that conflict in the Middle East does not result in 
anti-Semitic attacks here in Britain. I also welcome statements made by prominent British 
Muslims denouncing the serious rise in anti-Semitism. Noble Lords may know of the 
growth of a recent organisation called the Coexistence Trust, which consists entirely of 
Muslim and Jewish members of different Parliaments. … 
 

Col 884  Lord Kalms: …Israel has the same right as all nation states to defend herself 
and her people against attack. Israel has in recent weeks been forced, once again, to 
exercise that sovereign right. It has done so in response to years of sustained rocket 
attacks by Islamist militants in the Gaza—a barrage that no other nation state has to put 
up with, or should have to put up with. …Hamas quotes the Islamist Hassan al-Banna. It 
states: “Israel will exist, and will continue to exist, until Islam abolishes it”. It has been 
suggested today that that is rhetoric; an extraordinary explanation. 
Sometimes, the Islamists of Hamas talk of “abolishing” Israel. Sometimes they talk of 
“annihilating” it. What they never do is talk of living with it. That is the cause of the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0003.htm
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continuing tragedy—a tragedy for Palestinians as well as Israelis who wish to live in 
peace. Hamas is bound not to co-existence with Israel but to ending Israel. Its genocidal 
ambitions are evident to hear in its words. They are evident to see in its actions. …what 
this so-called “liberation” movement of Hamas does to fellow Palestinians must not be 
forgotten. When Hamas seized power in the Gaza, its first action was to kill members of 
the rival Fatah party. When Israel began the land invasion of Gaza a few weeks ago, the 
first response by Hamas was to execute and kneecap members of Fatah. Such barbarity 
continues to be visited by Hamas on its fellow Palestinians. … 
 

Col 886  Baroness Tonge: …Hamas will recognise Israel. It does not like the term “right” 
to exist, but it will recognise it. But it needs the borders to be defined. What “Israel”, 
exactly? The Israel that is now? It would prefer the Israel that was before 1967. 
Hamas also talks of a “two-state situation” rather than a solution—surely words that we 
can negotiate with. It has offered a 10-year truce, and in fact kept one for nearly six 
month last year until, last December, Israel killed six Palestinians in one of its incursions 
into Gaza. During those six months the siege was not lifted by Israel. Incursions into the 
West Bank continued and, perhaps the most contentious action of all, the settlements, 
illegal under international law, continued to expand. Israel never keeps its part of the 
bargain. … 
 

Col 888  Lord Weidenfeld: …There is no more thankless task than to have to remind 
people again and again that, in keeping with the age-old tradition of guerrilla warfare, 
Hamas stores its weapons in tenement buildings, schools and even mosques and holds 
conclaves of its military leaders in civilian clothes in private homes and in the basement 
of Gaza central hospital. …Have we become so inured to the crime of sending young 
people to their deaths as living suicide bombs? Where are the letters to the editor, 
protest marches, torchlight processions against Governments or forces advocating this 
kind of death? Why are they missing? What is the attitude to the evil planners of 
martyrdom meriting rewards both in this world and the next? If this is not infanticide, what 
is? Why have the media simply accepted, with very little question, any facts and figures 
issued by Hamas? In 2008, the reputableReporters Without Frontiers listed the 
Palestinian Territories as number 163 out of 173 countries on its yearly worldwide press 
freedom index. Very little has been written about Hamas's attempts to liquidate its 
political opponents during the first week of the recent fighting. Last week, the Palestinian 
Ma'an news agency in Ramallah published a detailed list of 181 names and locations of 
members of Fatah in Gaza who were executed, or, as the noble Lord, Lord Kalms, 
explained, wounded or imprisoned. All this needs considering too. To those who wish to 
arraign Israeli leaders for war crimes, I submit that Hamas is culpable of a double war 
crime against Israeli as well as against Palestinian civilians, and especially young 
children. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0004.htm  
 

col 892  Lord Sheikh: …The people of Gaza have, over a period of many months, lived 
in a cast-iron blockade. A lot has been said about the smuggling of weapons through the 
tunnels, but we must understand why the tunnels were dug in the first place. They have 
been used to bring in food, fuel, medical supplies and the basic necessities of life. If the 
blockade is lifted, the tunnels will disappear. 
I regret that Israel chose to use its troops to inflict one of the most disproportionate and 
excessive deployments that we have seen in the world. The alleged use of white 
phosphorous and DIME weapons is disgusting and outrageous; to use this material 
against civilians is against international law. …I should like to express my serious 
concern about the possible radicalisation and engendering of extremism among young 
people in this country and abroad as a result of the Israeli invasion. This should be a 
source of worry for us all. For my part, I will try to calm the situation. … 
 

Col 894  Lord Dykes: …this was Israel’s Sharpeville, although, tragically, the killing, 
maiming for life and injuries were on a much bigger scale in the Gaza open-air prison 
that was created by western ineptitude as well Israeli misdeeds. It will never be forgotten, 
because footage by Al Jazeera television and other Arabian services have made sure 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0004.htm
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that all this was seen on television by Arabian viewers and Palestinians in the West 
Bank. 
Now we hear similar excuses for the killings uttered by shameless Israeli leaders, which 
make many Israelis feel utterly embarrassed. No wonder this situation is similar to what 
the apartheid rulers in South Africa used to say before apartheid was eventually 
abolished. Yet brave, fair-minded and decent Israelis in their thousands and hundreds of 
thousands, and many fellow Jews abroad, have protested as never before on a massive 
scale. We must all pay tribute, as has been said, to the tireless work of Jews for Justice 
for Palestinians, to rabbis who are in favour of Palestine being a state, to B’TSelem and 
the other outstanding human rights groups in Israel which do fantastic work, and to 
Peace Now which is a marvellous organisation whose UK committee is chaired by Paul 
Usiskin, one of the signatories to the recent protest letters. …The Palestinian Authority is 
officially asking for the return of only 22 per cent of the combined territory. Israel has so 
much and has created so much, but Palestinians are left with so little. Where is that 
traditional, legendary Jewish hospitality and generosity which we are used to seeing all 
over the world and which we have always strongly supported? I find it difficult to credit 
that people such as Olmert cannot properly negotiate after so many years of time-
wasting and shoals of US vetoes allowing Israel to misbehave. 
The only two countries in the world that now routinely and frequently bomb and kill 
civilians in other people’s lands are the USA and Israel. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0005.htm 
 

col 900 Lord Dubs: …During my visit to Lebanon, I also visited a family in south 
Lebanon, almost on the Israeli border. It was an ordinary family. I was taken there to 
have a look at various things, which there is not time to discuss now. The family gave me 
food and were very hospitable, but it was chilling to hear what they said to me: “We don't 
want a two-state solution; we want a one-state solution; we do not want Israel to exist”. I 
reject that proposition entirely, but it is chilling to hear such attitudes from people who are 
otherwise reasonable and who do not seem to be militants or members of Hezbollah—
perhaps they were, but they did not seem to be. … 
 

col 902  Baroness Afshar: …I had a student who was doing her PhD studying the rise 
of Hezbollah. Sitting in England, she could not quite work out why Hezbollah was so 
successful. She was in Lebanon at the border areas when they were being bombed. She 
sent me a text saying: “Haleh, why is nobody reporting what is happening to us?”. That 
arrived the day before my daughter’s wedding, and we were knee-deep in flowers and 
organising. I sat in my office and e-mailed 55 journalists whom I knew personally, asking 
“Why is this not being reported?”. One journalist, from BBC World Service, reported it. 
There are silences that need to be broken. What is more, my student who was still in 
Lebanon said that afterwards only Hezbollah helped everybody; regardless of religion or 
affiliation, Hezbollah was in there building. Perhaps I may suggest that Hamas is 
experiencing a similar legitimacy. … 
 

Col 903  Lord Mitchell: …I read the Jewish Chronicle this morning, although it is not my 
normal reading, and was horrified to hear of some of the activities at our universities. 
There is a quotation—I cannot believe it is true—where an Oxford academic said this 
week that in five years’ time he was hopeful that Oxford would become a Jewish-free 
zone. Nice, yes? … 
We have heard a lot today about Hamas. There are a lot of rose-tinted glasses worn in 
regard to that organisation. I would like to say a little more about Hamas; they are really 
not nice people. Do not take my word for it; listen to their own words. The Hamas Charter 
is not what I would call bedtime reading but it is worth a glance, as it is interesting: 
“The Islamic Resistance Movement believes that the land of Palestine is an Islamic Waqf 
consecrated for future Muslim generations until Judgement Day. It, or any part of it, 
should not be squandered: it, or any part of it, should not be given up”. 
It continues: “Today it is Palestine, tomorrow it will be one country or another. The Zionist 
plan is limitless. After Palestine, the Zionists aspire to expand from the Nile to the 
Euphrates. When they will have digested the region they overtook, they will aspire to 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0005.htm
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further expansion, and so on. Their plan is embodied in the ‘Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion’ and their present conduct is the best proof of what we are saying”. 
This is in its charter. If it is not true and this is not what it believes, it should remove it 
from its charter. 
Hamas is an organisation that says that it will not recognise Israel, renounce violence or 
adhere to past agreements that were negotiated by the Palestinian Authority. It has a 
single objective: a one-state Palestine from the River Jordan to the Mediterranean, with 
no Israel but no Fatah either. It wants its Palestine, and it wants it to be part of the 
Islamic caliphate. That is why it is categorised as a terrorist organisation by us, by the 
Americans, by the EU, by Canada, by Japan and by Australia, so to noble Lords who 
advocate a two-state solution and insist on adherence to the road map I say think again. 
While Hamas sticks to its charter, a two-state outcome is simply pie in the sky. How can 
Israel negotiate with a Palestinian people who are split into three pieces: one faction in 
Ramallah, another in Gaza and yet another living a gilded life and pulling the strings in 
Damascus. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0006.htm 
 

col 908  Lord Stone of Blackheath: …five years ago, the Olive Tree Trust was formed 
in City University in London by Sheik Mohamed Bin Issa Al Jaber and Derek Tullett. It 
has for four years granted scholarships to Israeli and Palestinian students to study here 
in London any course they choose, but the students must live together and involve 
themselves in learning about and discussing together the issues of the Middle East. They 
are able, tortuously, to change their internal narrative and their views of the other. They 
then spend a year creating some positive project in the region. … 
 

Col 912   Baroness Deech:  …the war in Gaza has not been seen in perspective, but 
only as a minute fragment of what is, in truth, a larger picture. There is a wider war, of 
which Israel and Gaza are figureheads, and there is also a civil war. The talk about what 
is proportionate—I prefer the word “necessary”—has to be seen in the context of a 
response to an attack from Hamas designed not just to launch rockets at Israel—5,000 
rockets deliberately aimed at Israeli civilians and schoolchildren at 7.45 in the morning—
but to end the state of Israel. 
Hamas has vowed to have an Islamic state over Gaza, the West Bank and Israel as part 
of a wider Islamic empire. Israel has a 20 per cent Arab population, but not one Jew is to 
be allowed to live in this Islamic state. We can well imagine the fate planned for the 
millions of Israelis were this to come about. The response from Israel was, if anything, as 
restrained as it possibly could be. We should recall the detailed precautions taken by the 
Israeli army to avoid wherever possible harm to civilians, bearing in mind the use of 
mosques, schools and hospitals, as has been referred to earlier today. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0007.htm  
 

Col 912   Baroness Deech:  …The wider war is one of destruction of Israel, and those 
who criticise Israel’s attack on Gaza must realise that they are unwittingly giving succour 
to that plan. Syria, Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Hamas all share that same aim of 
destroying Israel entirely and, indeed, Hamas has thanked Iran for its support in the 
Gaza war. As others have mentioned, the result has been that Jews all over the world 
have suffered for this. The attacks on Jews that have taken place here in the UK and 
elsewhere illustrate my theme of a wider war. It is Jews and synagogues in London and 
Venezuela, in universities, to their shame, and streets, that are attacked, with Gaza as 
the excuse, not Israelis. It is not Jews who see all criticism of Israel as anti-Semitism; it is 
some of the critics of Israel who vent their displeasure on Jews in general. The hatred of 
Israel, and sometimes Jews, is almost unique in international politics. … 
your Lordships should lend your voices to the end of the demonisation of Israel and to 
calm down the surging anti-Semitism. Your Lordships should recognise the need of Israel 
to exist and its legitimacy. It is no more arriviste in the Middle East than the other 22 Arab 
states to be found there. There can be no further removal of six million Jews from the 
Middle East. We must do nothing to feed the hatred that surrounds this issue and we 
must do everything to look to the future. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0007.htm
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col 915  Lord Judd: …we must never—ever—forget the persecution of the Jews across 
the world for centuries. If the memory of the horror and the appalling significance of the 
Holocaust were ever to fade, it would be a sinister and threatening day for decent 
democracy. However, the cruelty and systematic brutality of the Holocaust were as 
terrible as they were not because those who suffered were Jews but because they were 
human beings. If we do not stand up for the Palestinian people when they suffer injustice, 
where will we be when the Jewish people are next under threat? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0008.htm 
 

col 926  Lord Ahmed: ,…I need to ask many questions in a short time. Time after time I 
hear the screams for Israel’s security, but what about the security of the Palestinian 
people? We hear the cry for recognition of Israel’s right to existence, but what about the 
rights of the Palestinians and respect for Palestine’s sovereignty? I hear the 
demonisation of Hamas linked with Islam. God forbid I should demonise Israel and link it 
with the Jewish faith. There would be headlines in the Jewish Chronicle and everywhere 
else and I would be accused of being anti-Semitic on a regular basis. I have the greatest 
respect for the religion of the Prophet Moses—I probably have more in common with the 
Jewish faith than with some of my own so-called Muslims—but we have to be careful not 
to demonise religion when we are talking politics. I do not want to go down that route. 
We should not forget the massacres of Sebra and Shetila, and the massacre of Jenine, 
into which the United Nations ordered an investigation which was never carried out. In 
Gaza, the killing of Palestinian children continues. We should be demanding the release 
of Palestinian prisoners-of-war, political prisoners and the fishermen. It is alleged that 
arms are coming in from the sea, but the Palestinians cannot even go to the sea to bring 
in their own food, the fish. Under the Oslo agreement the Palestinians were given a 20 
mile territorial waters limit; they are allowed to go only five miles and then they are shot 
at. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0009.htm 
 

col 931  The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): …this is my first experience of a foreign policy debate where views are growing 
wider apart not closer together. If I think back to when we began this intense period of 
debates and Questions following the events in Gaza, at the beginning, there was a high 
degree of unanimity on all sides about the need to stop this humanitarian catastrophe 
before more lives were lost. Now that we have entered a period of reflection, inevitably, 
given the passions and histories of this issue, reflection is quickly followed by 
recrimination. …The reasons for the anger are so clear and must be acknowledged. The 
rising tide of anti-Semitism here in the UK is utterly abhorrent, and I find it amazing that 
such things could happen in our country. There is no point in overlooking or seeking to 
deny Israel’s absolute right of self-defence when its citizens were subjected to month 
after month of rocket attacks. Even if they were, luckily, not particularly effective and did 
not cause that many casualties, their purpose, as a number of speakers have said, was 
absolutely clear; it was to kill as many civilians as possible. Equally, on the other side, it 
is not helpful to denigrate the political objectives of Palestinians by somehow painting 
them all as incorrigible terrorists. The Palestinian people want a home. They want a 
state. They want rescue from 60 years of living in impossible and appalling conditions, 
which have got worse as their population has grown, as illegal settlements have spread 
and as their economic conditions and their security situation has not changed. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0010.htm  

 
 

Department for International Development 

DFID announces new support for vulnerable groups in Gaza 
The UK is providing a further £1.8m for life-saving support to vulnerable groups including 
children and old people living in Gaza … [which] will help four aid agencies assist in 
meeting the urgent needs of the men, women and children who have been injured, made 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0008.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90206-0010.htm
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homeless or otherwise affected by the recent fighting. … 
The four organisations are: 

• Islamic Relief (£661,000). The money will be used to repair 200 houses and 
rebuild 20 schools, and to provide 500 families with six months worth of basic 
necessary non-food items such as medicine, toilet roll and toothpaste. It will also 
be used for working within communities to provide counselling for those affected 
by the recent fighting, including support sessions for 1,000 people. 

• Welfare Association (£300,000) for health work to expand its community-based 
work for disabled people and their families. It will send doctors, nurses, 
physiotherapists, psychologists and social workers to help up to 10,000 people 
with new and existing disabilities. 

• Action Against Hunger (£400,000) for water, sanitation and hygiene work. 
Because of damage to water pipes and wells, more than 250,000 people are 
believed currently to be without a water supply. Action Against Hunger will look to 
replace damaged pipes, valves and manholes and ensure individual households 
are reconnected, as well as raising awareness of good hygiene practices and 
water saving techniques. 

• Handicap International (£422,000) will provide an emergency medical response 
for 21,000 extremely vulnerable people, including the elderly and those with 
injuries or disabilities. It will help with physical rehabilitation and care for those 
injured in the conflict, as well as providing wheelchairs and other support. It will 
also look to ensure that existing rehabilitation, education and prosthetic services 
continue for those already living with disability. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/gaza-humanitarian-09-02-09.asp  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3402 Bill Wilson: Israeli Disruption of International Aid Effort—That the 
Parliament notes a recent Al Jazeera report that the Israeli navy intercepted and boarded 
the ship, Al-Ikhwa, en route from Cyprus to Gaza with medical equipment, food supplies, 
books and toys and milk for children; is of the opinion that, if true, the alleged beating and 
detention of the passengers, among whom were Scottish human rights observer Theresa 
McDermott and nine human rights observers from Lebanon, the vandalism of the ship’s 
equipment, the destruction of plasma and the diversion of the ship to Ashdod allegedly 
for it to be searched, despite searches already having been carried out by Lebanese and 
Cypriot authorities, amounts to further criminal action by a government that has 
demonstrated time and again that it has little regard for human rights or life; also 
considers that such actions are likely to embitter and entrench opposition rather than 
further the cause of peace, and calls on Israel to release the ship, appropriately 
compensate all concerned and recognise that oppression damages the oppressor as well 
as the victim. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15737  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office Annual Report 2007–08 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/195/195.pdf  

TOP 
 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/gaza-humanitarian-09-02-09.asp
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15737
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmfaff/195/195.pdf
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

 

 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

** closes this week! 
Policing and Crime Bill (UK Parliament)   (closes 11 February 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
 
** closes this week! 
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/
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