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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religion: Education 
Mr. Laws: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what plans 
he has to develop a national curriculum for religious education; and if he will make a 
statement. [248017] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: The Government have no plans to develop a statutory 
national curriculum for Religious Education (RE). There is a non-statutory National 
Framework for Religious Education that all major faith groups have endorsed in 
2004. Religious Education is already a statutory subject and every maintained 
school must provide religious education (RE) for all its pupils. It is the 
responsibility of the head teacher, governing body and the local authority (LA) to 
ensure that this is done. Local Standing Councils for Religious Education 
(SACREs), established by the LA, have the responsibility to ensure that local RE 
syllabuses, taking account of national guidance, reflect the make up of the local 
community. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w00
35.htm#0901292000035  
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Community Relations 

Department for Communities and Local Government 
 

Citizenship survey April-September 2008 
Press release   http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1134030  
Report   http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/statistics/pdf/1133115.pdf  
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament: Motion 

S3M-3326 Bill Wilson: National Holocaust Memorial Day, 27 January 2009—That the 
Parliament notes the continued relevance of Holocaust Memorial Day, the international 
day of remembrance for the victims of the Holocaust and of other genocides; further 
notes that Renfrewshire Council, chosen to host the Scottish National Holocaust 
Memorial Day, marked the day with, among other things, a series of events under the 
positive title, One Great Tapestry; A Celebration of Diversity, at which a major theme was 
"stand up to hatred"; believes that an appreciation of peoples and cultures the world over 
should be an integral part of the Scottish identity, as suggested by this title, and 
expresses the hope that Scotland will continue to welcome those fleeing persecution, 
stand up to hatred and have the courage to condemn all those who infringe human 
rights. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15644 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza: Overseas Visitors 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs whether the Government are assisted in the repatriation of any UK citizens from 
Gaza during the conflict in the region. [248107] 

Bill Rammell: We are providing consular assistance to all British nationals in 
Gaza who require it. In view of the particular circumstances in Gaza, this includes 
those with dual UK/Palestinian nationality. So far 11 individuals have requested 
permission to leave, which we are arranging to facilitate. 
As elsewhere in the world, we will provide consular assistance to EU and in 
certain circumstances to Commonwealth nationals whose countries do not have 
diplomatic representation. Currently three persons have requested assistance to 
leave, which we are facilitating. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w00
22.htm#09012884000059 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether (a) the UK and (b) other countries through the UN (i) have organised and (ii) 
plan to organise medical aid to assist Israeli casualties following rocket attacks from 
Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [247983] 

Bill Rammell: Israel has reported 13 casualties as a result of the current violence 
in Gaza only four of them civilians. The Israeli Government have made no request 
to the international community for medical aid as a result of rocket attacks from 
Gaza. The UK has been clear in its call for an immediate and durable ceasefire to 
bring the violence to an end. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take at the United Nations on discrimination 
against Jewish communities in Arab states; and if he will make a statement. [247986] 

Bill Rammell: The UK condemns any discrimination against religious 
communities and minorities including Jewish communities. We consistently raise 
human rights in discussions at the UN and directly with Arab states, Israel and 
other states at all levels. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15644
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0022.htm#09012884000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0022.htm#09012884000059
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Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department have had with 
(i) Arab states and (ii) the government of Israel on discrimination against Jewish 
communities in Arab states; what response was received from each; and if he will make 
a statement. [247987] 

Bill Rammell: The UK condemns any discrimination against religious 
communities and minorities including Jewish communities. We consistently raise 
human rights in discussions with Arab states, Israel and other states at all levels. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy to allow the sale of arms to Israel; and if he will make a statement. 
[247988] 

Bill Rammell: The policy is absolutely clear: where there is a clear risk of 
shipments of exports being used either for internal repression or for external 
aggression the export licence is not granted. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take at the United Nations on the rights of Jewish 
refugees from Arab states; and if he will make a statement. [247989] 

Bill Rammell: We have taken no such steps and have no plans do to so. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w00
22.htm#09012884000063 
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Moore: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what the grade 
and salary range was of each member of his Department’s staff seconded to support the 
Quartet Middle East Envoy in (a) 2007 and (b) 2008; how many such staff at each grade 
and salary range will be so seconded in 2009; how much his Department spent on such 
staff in (i) 2007 and (ii) 2008; and if he will make a statement. [248783] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development (DFID) 
seconded one member of staff to the Office of the Quartet Representative in 
Jerusalem to provide expert governance analysis. The secondment began in 
August 2007 and will finish in January 2010. The post is DFID grade A1. The 
salary range for the post for 2007-08 was £53,490 to £64,925 and for 2008-09 is 
£55,814 to £66,873. 
The total amount spent on the secondment (including salary and support costs) in 
2007-08 was £107,228. In 2008-09 we expect costs to be £190,549. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w00
24.htm#09012884000087 

 
Palestinians: Overseas Aid 

Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how much 
direct aid his Department has provided to Gaza in the most recent 12 month period for 
which figures are available. [249870] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: UK development aid to the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPTs) is for both the West Bank and Gaza. Although some of our aid 
is earmarked for activities in Gaza, the majority is given for activities in both Gaza 
and the West Bank. 
In the calendar year 2008, we provided £82.3 million to the OPTs. Of this, the 
following benefited Palestinians living in Gaza: £6.8 million for immediate 
humanitarian assistance to Gaza announced on 31 December; £19 million to the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to help Palestinian refugees in 
the region, including the 70 per cent. of Gazans who are refugees; £2 million to 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for humanitarian assistance; 
and £50.45 million to the Palestinian Authority which helped it provide essential 
public services in both Gaza and the West Bank. 
As announced on 18 January 2009, the UK has pledged an additional £20 million 
to help meet needs in Gaza, bringing the total UK response to the humanitarian 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0022.htm#09012884000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0022.htm#09012884000063
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0024.htm#09012884000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0024.htm#09012884000087
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crisis in Gaza to nearly £27 million since the conflict started. 
Sammy Wilson: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development (1) how 
grant aid from the Government to the Palestinian Authority was used over the last three 
years, broken down by project; [250447] 
(2) how much development aid the Government have given to the Palestinian Authority in 
each of the last three years. [250449] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: In 2005-06 we gave £13,715,862 to the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) (including £10 million in emergency budget support through the 
World Bank Trust Fund); in 2006-07 we gave £14,525,065 to the PA (including 
£11.875 million through the European Commission Temporary International 
Mechanism (TIM)); and in 2007-08 we gave £44,143,585 to the PA (including 
£18.45 million through TIM/PEGASE and £20 million through the World Bank 
Trust Fund). 
The following table shows the support we have given to the Palestinian Authority 
over the last three financial years, broken down by projects. 

(£) 

Project 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 

Support to the Palestinian Negotiations 
Support Unit 

1,530,248 815,813 433,627 

Support to the Office of the President — — 187,500 

Support to Palestinian Civil Policing — — 1,000,000 

Palestinian Police Support 244,911 — — 

Governance Support Facility — — 276,484 

EC TIM/ PEGASE — 11,875,000 18,450,000 

World Bank Multi-Donor Trust Fund 10,000,777 — — 

World Bank Trust Fund — — 20,000,000 

Funding to pay Private sector arrears 
owed by the PA 

— — 3,000,000 

Public administration and Civil Service 
reform 

1,365,093 1,720,739 794,279 

Capacity building on Anti Money 
Laundering/Counter Terrorism Funding 

— 8,405 9,695 

Unification of Palestinian legislation — 15,200 — 

Preparation work for Palestinian Recovery 
Programme 

74,848 — — 

Utilisation of 1997 Palestinian census data 250,000 — — 

Pro-poor planning 71,889 — — 

Economic Policy programme 38,263 — — 

Gaza midwifery 20,854 — — 

Police Adviser 39,629 — — 

Aquifer management 79,350 50,597 — 

Total 13,715,862 14,525,065 44,143,585 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w00
24.htm#09012884000088  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0024.htm#09012884000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0024.htm#09012884000088
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Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
Israel about the alleged use of white phosphorus shells in Gaza. [HL521] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are very concerned about reports of white phosphorus ammunition 
being used by the Israeli Defence Force in Gaza. We have made this clear directly 
to both the Foreign Ministry and Defence Ministry in Tel Aviv. 

Gaza is an exceptionally densely populated area where white phosphorus used as an air 
burst is liable to cause particularly horrific injuries to non-combatants. We consider such 
use in these circumstances unacceptable. 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether compensation will be payable 
by Israel for damage to United Nations Relief and Works Agency schools in Gaza. 
[HL523] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We have made clear our concern at attacks on UN sites 
and the mounting civilian casualties. Any claim for compensation would be a 
matter for the individuals concerned (or their relatives), the UN and Israel. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many children have been killed 
in (a) the Gaza Strip; and (b) Israel as a result of the current conflict between the two 
territories. [HL549] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health (on 21 
January 2009) 412 children have been killed in the course of the current conflict in 
Gaza. No Israeli children have been killed in the conflict. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many of the women and 
children seriously injured as a result of the current conflict involving Israel and the Gaza 
Strip have received appropriate medical care in the Gaza Strip. [HL551] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The UN reports that hospital and intensive care facilities 
remain overwhelmed. But because of the situation in Gaza we do not have 
accurate figures. We are strongly supporting international efforts to alleviate the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza, including by providing funding of £26.8 million. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many women and children 
from the Gaza Strip have been transferred to Egyptian hospitals as a result of the current 
conflict involving Israel and the Gaza Strip. [HL552] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The department does not hold such figures. 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to secure Israeli 
compliance with United Nations Security Council resolutions. [HL558] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The ceasefire now in effect in Gaza is a critical part of UN 
Security Council Resolution 1860. We are now working closely with our partners, 
including Israel, to ensure that it becomes the durable and fully respected 
ceasefire called for in 1860. We are also continuing our efforts to support the 
peace process and realise the goal of a two-state solution. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will recall the British 
Ambassador to Israel until the Israeli Defence Force has fully withdrawn from Gaza. 
[HL559] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The Government do not believe that such a move would 
help advance our objective of an immediate and sustainable ceasefire. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they received from 
the Government of the United States about their decision not to vote in favour of the 
latest United Nations Security Council Resolution on Gaza. [HL563] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: US Secretary of State Rice made the position of the United 
States clear publicly in the UN Security Council. Our discussions with the US in 
the wake of UN Security Council Resolution 1860 have focused on achieving the 
immediate, durable and fully respected ceasefire envisaged in the resolution. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
reports in the New York Times about military fragments collected in Gaza which 
contained white phosphorous and were fired over civilian neighbourhoods. [HL641] 
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Lord Malloch-Brown: We are very concerned about reports of white phosphorus 
ammunition being used by the Israeli Defence Force in Gaza. We have made this 
clear directly to both the Foreign Ministry and Defence Ministry in Tel Aviv. 
My honourable friend the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Bill Rammell, has 
also made clear to the other place that Gaza is an exceptionally densely populated 
area where white phosphorus used as an air burst is liable to cause particularly 
horrific injuries to non-combatants. We consider such use in these circumstances 
unacceptable. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
whether Hamas were willing to extend the six-month ceasefire when it expired in 
December 2008. [HL643] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: Hamas made clear through increasing rocket fire on Israel 
and through its public comments that it would not renew the ceasefire. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
whether the force being used in Gaza by the Israel Defence Forces is proportionate; and 
what discussions they have had with the Government of Israel about whether that use is 
proportionate. [HL778] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The EU presidency issued a statement on 27 December 
2008 clearly spelt out that the Israeli Defence Force military response was 
disproportionate. We supported that statement then and will continue to support it. 
We have consistently urged Israel to avoid civilian casualties. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will discuss with the 
Government of Israel the alleged misuse of white phosphorus shells by the Israel 
Defence Forces in Gaza. [HL779] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We are very concerned about reports of white phosphorus 
ammunition being used by the Israeli Defence Force in Gaza. Gaza is an 
exceptionally densely populated area where white phosphorus used as an air 
burst is liable to cause particularly horrific injuries to non-combatants. We consider 
such use in these circumstances unacceptable. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many children and women were (a) 
killed, and (b) wounded by Israeli weapons in Gaza since 27 December 2008; and how 
many of those injured are still in hospital. [HL840] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health (on 21 
January) 412 children and 110 women were killed during the conflict and 1,855 
children and 795 women were injured. We do not have figures for how many 
received medical attention or remain in hospital. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0002.htm#0901
2864000355  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Steinberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to 
contribute to a peaceful settlement between Israel and Palestine. [HL511] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): Achieving a peace settlement in the Middle East is one of our top 
priorities. We are in constant contact with all the key players to secure an 
immediate and durable ceasefire in the current conflict. We also continue to 
pursue our efforts to achieve a wider comprehensive peace in the region through 
diplomacy and practical support to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#0901
2864000367 
 

Israel and Palestine: Quartet 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they and the Quartet will 
take concerning the proposed demolition of 88 dwellings, housing some 1,500 residents, 
in the Al-Bustan neighbourhood of East Jerusalem. [HL454] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0002.htm#09012864000355
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0002.htm#09012864000355
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000367
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000367
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Brown): We have made it clear to Israel, with very few exceptions, that house 
demolitions in occupied territory are in direct contravention of article 53 of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention. We will continue lobbying the Israeli Government for 
an immediate halt to demolitions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#0901
2864000368 
 

Israel and Palestine: Tax 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether Israel has paid to the 
Palestinian Authority the tax revenues for 2000—02 which were withheld because of the 
intifada; and, if not, what action the quartet will take. [HL146] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): According to the International Monetary Fund all previously withheld 
clearance revenue has been released to the Palestinian Authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#0901
2864000369 
 

Israel and Palestine: Weapons 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will consider a full embargo 
on weapons sales to Israel. [HL560] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We already routinely refuse export licenses where we believe there is a 
clear risk that they will be used for external aggression or internal repression. As 
with all conflicts, we will take into account the recent conflict and the conduct and 
methods of the Israeli Defence Force in that conflict in the assessment of future 
export licences. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#0901
2864000370 
 

Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
statements by Mr Robert Serry, United Nations Special Co-ordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process, made on 2 and 4 December; and whether the United Nations and its 
agencies will take any action following the statements. 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We welcome the work of Robert Serry and the whole UN system in 
seeking both to alleviate human suffering and bring peace in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 
The adoption of UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1850 on 16 December 
2008 restated the UN's commitment to progress on all tracks of the peace process 
in 2009. This was repeated in UNSCR 1860 on 8 January 2009, which also called 
for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza. 
We are confident that the UN will continue to pursue these goals, and it will have 
the UK's support in doing so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#0901
2864000371  
 

White Phosphorus 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what advice they have received 
from medical professionals in the United Kingdom regarding alleged injuries from white 
phosphorus. [HL913] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department of Health (Lord 
Darzi of Denham): Neither the department nor the Heath Protection Agency have 
sought advice from medical professionals in the United Kingdom regarding injuries 
from white phosphorus. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0004.htm#0901
2864000382  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000368
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000368
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000369
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000369
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000370
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000370
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000371
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0003.htm#09012864000371
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0004.htm#09012864000382
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128w0004.htm#09012864000382
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BBC: Disasters Emergency Committee 
Lord Faulkner of Worcester: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the BBC over the broadcasting of the appeal for Gaza on behalf of the 
Disasters Emergency Committee. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communications, 
Technology and Broadcasting (Lord Carter of Barnes): My Lords, I thank my 
noble friend for the Question. I have had no discussions with the BBC on this 
matter and nor, I believe, have any of my departmental colleagues in the other 
place. Decisions on broadcast material are entirely a matter for the BBC 
management and thereafter, in the case of impartiality, a matter for review by the 
BBC Trust. The Government, rightly, do not seek to dictate the BBC’s or other 
broadcasters’ day-to-day editorial policy, however emotive the subject. 

Lord Faulkner of Worcester: … Does he agree with the assertion contained in the 
beginning of the appeal—that it is, “not about the rights and wrongs of the conflict”, and 
that DEC, “just wants to save lives”? 
That being so, does the Minister not find that the director-general’s refusal to broadcast 
the appeal, which he repeats in a letter to the Guardian this morning, on the grounds of 
impartiality, is both baffling and shameful? 

Lord Carter of Barnes: … It is not a matter for the Government or the 
Broadcasting Minister to comment on broadcasting judgments made by the 
director-general of the BBC. That is clearly a matter for the BBC Trust. 

Lord Fowler: … Can the Minister ask the director-general how one can be impartial on 
the suffering and destruction that has taken place in Gaza? Surely this appeal is to meet 
humanitarian need and not to make any kind of political statement. 

Lord Carter of Barnes: …I repeat that questions of impartiality are very fine 
judgments. Questions of impartiality for the BBC are, in many senses, finer 
judgments. It is for that very reason that responsibility for the BBC’s impartiality 
was put in a separate place from that for other broadcasters. I make no comment 
on the rights or wrongs of the decision, but I strongly support the position of the 
BBC director-general to be able to make that decision without government 
Ministers attempting to second-guess him or question him after the event. 

Baroness Bonham-Carter of Yarnbury: …Does the Minister agree that a consequence 
of the—in our opinion misguided—decision by the BBC has been much to the detriment 
of its position internationally, particularly in its effect on the position of the World Service, 
which plays such an important role in so many places as the voice and source of 
impartial and unbiased information? This has really affected its position outside this 
country. 
Lord Carter of Barnes: …I think that the BBC is very aware that these are fine 
judgments and it is, often more than most broadcasters, put in a position where it has to 
exercise those fine judgments. Impartiality is defined at some length, as she will know, in 
the BBC Charter and, indeed, in Ofcom codes for other broadcasters. Part of the reason 
why it takes some fine length is because it is difficult to cover all circumstances and all 
eventualities; but ultimately that decision has to be made by the BBC director-general, 
who, in this instance, acts as editor-in-chief. Time and again, I will defend that right to 
make that decision. 
Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, does the Minister agree that it is perfectly possible 
to take the view that it is for the BBC to have autonomy of editorial judgment and for the 
Government to express the view that this decision was an aberration? Does he not also 
agree that the BBC has managed to convey more publicity for this appeal than for any 
that it has previously put out, and it has managed to convince a lot of people around the 
world that it is not impartial? That is a pretty good record. 

Lord Carter of Barnes: …I think that the Government find themselves in difficulty 
in these situations; there are members of the Government—Ministers and 
Secretaries of State—who have expressed their views very clearly, but in this 
situation it is the job of the director-general and the management of the BBC to 
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make judgments on partiality and impartiality. If individual members of the 
Government wish to be partial—I, for one, can understand why—that is a matter 
for them. 

The Lord Bishop of Lincoln: I …ask the Minister if he would join me in congratulating 
the BBC on its extraordinarily skilled and sensitive coverage of the conflict in Gaza, 
particularly given the draconian restrictions under which the media were forced to 
operate? … 

Lord Carter of Barnes: …Many people would share the view that the value of 
accurate, impartial, well resourced and brave news reporting from situations of 
conflict or disaster goes a long way to contributing to a civilised response to those 
situations. I welcome the opportunity to share his support and endorsement of the 
quality of the BBC’s news reporting from those areas. … 

To read the question and answer session in full see  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128-
0001.htm#09012856000349  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128-0002.htm  
 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motions 

Marsha Singh (610) War crimes in Gaza – That this House calls on the British 
Government to propose a resolution to the United Nations Security Council calling on the 
Security Council to refer allegations of war crimes committed by Israel in Gaza to the 
International Criminal Court. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37656&SESSION=899  
 
John McDonald (626) Student occupations – That this House praises the wave of 
student occupations across the country against Israel's unlawful invasion and bombing of 
Gaza; regrets that an estimated thousand Palestinians have been killed as a direct result 
of the recent Israeli invasion of Gaza with many more people injured and suffering 
ongoing hardship; and welcomes the engagement of young people in protesting against 
the unfolding human tragedy in Gaza by taking direct action at numerous institutions 
inculding Cambridge University, Essex University, Kings College London, Manchester 
Metropolitan University, Oxford University, Queen Mary University London and Sussex 
University. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37672&SESSION=899  

 
 

United Nations 

UN appeals for $613 million to help Gaza recover after Israeli offensive 
The United Nations today launched an appeal for $613 million to help people affected by 
Israel’s three-week military offensive in the Gaza Strip, which killed some 1,300 
Palestinians, injured more than 5,300, 34 per cent of them children, and caused 
widespread damage and destruction. The appeal will cover requirements of the UN and 
other aid agencies for the next six to nine months and cover critical areas such as food, 
water, sanitation, health care and shelter, as well as support basic services, such as 
education. The funds will also help to remove the debris of war, including unexploded 
ordnance, finance emergency repairs for basic infrastructure, and provide psychological 
help for the victims.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29707&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128-0001.htm#09012856000349
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128-0001.htm#09012856000349
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90128-0002.htm
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37656&SESSION=899
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37672&SESSION=899
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29707&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
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Ban Ki-moon press conference on Flash Appeal for Humanitarian Needs in Gaza 
 …I think the whole international community, including Israel, should take part in these 
noble efforts to help the people in Gaza, who have suffered too much from these military 
operations. Particularly when it comes to humanitarian assistance, there should be no 
politics involved. Israelis might have initiated this military operation for some political or 
other reasons. …Over the past several weeks, unacceptable and terrible situations have 
taken place against the civilian people and against particularly the United Nations 
compounds, where many civilians were sheltered. …I would like to again urge the unity 
of the Palestinian people. There must be some sort of reconciliation at this time. …All 
Arab countries should help Palestinian people in a united way so that Palestinian people 
can really talk about their own reconciliation. 
to read the full transcript of the press conference see 
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/offthecuff.asp?nid=1254  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Ukraine: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he (a) has had since July 2008 and (b) plans to have with EU counterparts 
on levels of anti-Semitism in (i) Ukraine and (ii) Russia; and if he will make a statement. 
[247758] 

Caroline Flint: We monitor these issues closely with our EU partners in Brussels, 
Kyiv, and in Moscow. We have previously expressed our concerns about 
xenophobia and racism at a senior level to the Ukrainian authorities. Racism was 
raised with Russian authorities by the EU in human rights talks in October 2008, 
and we had a thorough discussion of the issue in our own bilateral human rights 
talks with the Russians on 16 January this year. Both countries understand the 
seriousness with which we view these questions. We will continue to monitor this 
situation and raise these matters with the appropriate authorities in future, should 
it be necessary to do so. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w00
23.htm#09012884000077 

 

 

Department for International Development 

Groundbreaking agreement with Islamic Development Bank 
During his visit to Saudi Arabia on 26 January, DFID Minister Mike Foster signed a 
ground-breaking Memorandum of Understanding with the Islamic Development Bank. 
…The Memorandum, which is the first agreement of its kind between DFID and an 
Islamic or Arab development institution, paves the way for deepening relations on 
international development with Gulf States, including Saudi Arabia. Gulf States have a 
key role to play in the Middle East and the wider Islamic world in promoting development, 
and any progress in this part of the world will be reduced without their involvement.  
…Gulf States have been playing an increasingly prominent role in development, most 
notably at last September's major UN summit on the MDGs and the Doha Financing for 
Development conference later in the year. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/foster-idb.asp  

TOP 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/sg/offthecuff.asp?nid=1254
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0023.htm#09012884000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090128/text/90128w0023.htm#09012884000077
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/mdg/call-to-action.asp
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/investment-global-health.asp
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/investment-global-health.asp
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/foster-idb.asp
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

  
 

**  Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070128m.19-
25.html  
  

 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070128m.19-25.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070128m.19-25.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/
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