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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament publications 

House of Lords & House of Commons Joint Committee on Human Rights: 
A Bill of Rights for the UK? Government Response to the Committee's 29th Report 
of Session 2007-08 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/15/15.pdf  
 
House of Commons Home Affairs Committee: Police and the Media 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmhaff/75/75.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on the "Situation in Gaza" at 4pm on Wednesday 21 
January. 

 

Downing Street 

Ceasefire can provide “path to peace” - PM 
Gordon Brown has called upon Israel, Hamas and the international community to use 
the opportunity of Sunday’s ceasefire to build a “clear path to peace” in the Middle East. 
Speaking at a press conference following an emergency summit in Egypt on the Gaza 
crisis, the Prime Minister said that while peace had at times seemed like a “distant 
prospect” during “three weeks of tragedy” the opportunity to secure a lasting settlement 
should be siezed upon. The UK will play its part by providing further humanitarian aid to 
Gaza as well as support to Israel to help prevent Hamas militants from obtaining 
weapons. 
The PM said: “Too many innocent civilians, including hundreds of children, have been 
killed during the military offensive…three weeks of tragedy must be followed by 
immediate action to secure a permanent peace settlement. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/15/15.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmselect/cmhaff/75/75.pdf
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“This fragile ceasefire has got to be followed immediately - if it is to be sustainable - by 
humanitarian access, which we have asked for, by troop withdrawals, by an end to arms 
trafficking, by an opening-up of the crossings, by the end of rocket attacks.” 
Mr Brown said that increased aid provision for Gaza would be used to provide food, 
medicine and shelters, to airlift injured children to hospitals and to clear unexploded 
ordinance in Gaza. 
The summit in Sharm el-Sheikh in Egypt was co-hosted by French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and attended by leaders including José 
Luis Rodríguez Zapatero of Spain and Italy’s Silvio Berlusconi. United Nations 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon also took part after spending several days in the region 
dealing with the crisis. 
The PM later travelled to Jerusalem with his European counterparts to hold talks with 
Israeli PM Ehud Olmert. In a press conference following the meeting, Mr Brown said 
that permanent peace depended on establishing secure borders for Israel and an 
“economically and socially” viable Palestinian state. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18064  
 
Press interview with Gordon Brown 
Prime Minister: I’ve been talking in the last day or two to prime minister Olmert and to 
president Abbas …to Angela Merkel, …and Nikolas Sarkozy...  I’m more hopeful now 
that there will be a ceasefire.  Germany, France and Britain have just sent a letter to 
Israel and to Egypt saying that we will do everything that we can to prevent the arms 
trafficking, which is at the root of some of the problems that have caused the conflict.  
Britain is prepared to give naval resources so that we can monitor and stop arms traffic 
and arms getting into Gaza.  I believe that will help get a solution to this crisis and we 
are prepared to do everything to help also with the crossings to make sure that there is 
proper protection and therefore proper monitoring as well and I believe some of these 
things that France, Germany and Britain - and I gather Italy and Spain are now offering - 
will help expedite a solution to these problems. ... 
I believe there is a general understanding that the appalling violence and the tragedies 
that have happened should come to an end as quickly as possible and I’m more hopeful 
because in my talks with president Mubarak and with prime minister Olmert and 
president Abbas of the Palestinian Authority and now in my talks with European leaders, 
we have found a way that gives greater assurances about bringing an end to the arms 
trafficking and making it possible to open up the border crossings and if we can deal 
with that and the rocket attacks stop on Israel, I believe we now have the basis for a 
ceasefire.  We are prepared to provide British naval support to stop arms trafficking.  
Other countries are agreeing also that they will provide the support that is necessary to 
stop arms getting into Gaza.  At the same time, we’re prepared to provide European 
support for monitoring at the crossings. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18077  
 

 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

International Development 
Bill Butler (Glasgow Anniesland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
resources it is making available to assist in providing humanitarian assistance to the 
people of Gaza. (S3W-19610) 

Linda Fabiani: Both the Deputy First Minister and I made it clear during the 
recent debate on Gaza, that the Scottish Government stands ready to respond 
favourably to any requests for humanitarian assistance to Gaza. 
In addition, ministers have indicated that the NHS in Scotland is ready to help 
civilians affected by the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 

 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18064
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18077
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Bill Butler (Glasgow Anniesland) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive how much it 
has committed to providing humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza. (S3W-
19609) 

Linda Fabiani: No specific amount has been allocated as yet. At this stage we 
are assessing what type of assistance is required and how we can best target our 
support. 
I have arranged to meet those Scottish based organisations involved in Gaza to 
hear first hand about their work and discuss how best the Scottish Government 
can assist. Our response will be informed by these discussions. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-09/wa0115.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
** All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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