
 
1 

 

 

9 January 2009 
 

Political Affairs Brief 
A daily summary of political events affecting the Jewish Community 

 

2 
 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
2 

SCoJeC 

Contents 

Community Relations 

Israel 

Consultations 

 
 

Community Relations 

New publication 

Sources of resentment, and perceptions of ethnic minorities among poor white 
people in England 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1113921.pdf  
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Israel 

Downing Street 

We must build on Gaza resolution - PM 
Gordon Brown has called upon the international community to build on the United Nations 
resolution on Gaza that was agreed in New York last night. 
Speaking during his three-day regional tour of the UK, the PM said it was imperative to 
move forward in two key areas: agreeing in detail how best to deal with the issue of arms 
smuggling into Gaza and establishing an open and secure border under international 
supervision. 
The UK-drafted resolution calls for an “immediate, durable and fully respected ceasefire” 
and “the unimpeded provision and distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian 
assistance”. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Speech by David Milliband to the UN Security Council 
…The heart of this resolution I believe shows a genuine consensus on a clear set of 
objectives.  First of all an immediate, durable and fully respected ceasefire, the wording 
of the resolution is clear on that point. 
Secondly the humanitarian needs of the Palestinian people in Gaza in the short term 
through increased aid and then through the opening of crossings as per the 2005 
agreement. 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1113921.pdf
http://www.number10.gov.uk/
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Thirdly the security needs of Israelis which needs to be tackled through the new 
measures on the illegal trafficking of arms. 
And fourthly the political needs of both Israelis and Palestinians for a strong Palestinian 
Authority speaking for all Palestinians and negotiating in good faith with Israel for the only 
solution to the conflict in the Middle East, the two state solution. 
I believe Mr President that tonight the United Nations has served its purpose of speaking 
loudly and clearly and authoritatively and unequivocally.  But we all have further 
responsibilities, responsibilities for the parties on the ground, responsibilities for regional 
states, some of whom like Egypt are working so hard on the practical measures that are 
now essential, and responsibilities too for the whole international community because this 
crisis in the Middle East affects us all and that’s why it belongs in the Security Council. 
Mr President I said on Tuesday that our responsibility was to chart a course back to 
Resolution 1850, today I believe we can do so with a route map set out in this resolution.  
Not as a substitute for the decisions that need to be made on the ground but as a 
complement to them. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11891070  
 
 

BBC News interview with David Milliband 
…I think it’s significant that the UN Security Council will find a way to come together to 
issue this clear call but, obviously, the vital decisions are going to be made on the ground 
and it’s decisions on the ground that will decide whether or not there’s a ceasefire.  The 
role of the UN should be to try to support the drive for peaceful resolution of disputes and 
that’s certainly what I hope this resolution will contribute to. 
…I think the wording’s very strong.  I think the call for an immediate, durable and fully 
respected ceasefire is strong.  I think the clarity about the smuggling of illegal arms in to 
Gaza is strong.  I think the clarity about the opening of the crossings on 2005 basis is 
strong and, above all, the clarity about the humanitarian crisis in Gaza is strong as well. 
I think there’s a clear injunction … not just for people in the region, for parties to the 
dispute, but also to all states to work hard on the detailed issues and above all the 
humanitarian issues that are causing such a crisis. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11887932  
 
 

Radio 5 Live interview with Bill Rammell 
…the situation does remain very grave and it reinforces the calls that we’ve been making 
for an urgent, immediate and sustainable ceasefire.  There is immense activity taking 
place particularly at the United Nations in New York and as the Foreign Secretary, who’s 
taking part in those talks, said yesterday we’ve got the first glimmerings of a ceasefire 
dialogue being started.  
We are working like mad to try and build consensus about the timing of a ceasefire which 
we believe should be immediate.  But also about the substance of a ceasefire, above all 
the issues of the smuggling of illegal weapons in to the Gaza and the opening of the 
crossings which are so critical for daily life.  
Now those talks are continuing, this is the third day of talks at the United Nations.  We’ve 
also got the representatives of the Israeli Government in Cairo today.  And with all that 
taking place I, I hope that we can move forward, but there are still difficult issues to 
address. 
… the situation in Gaza is extraordinarily concerning and it reinforces the calls that we’ve 
been making, one, for a ceasefire but two, on an unfettered basis to get the humanitarian 
aid in.  Now that has been intermittently coming across the border.  But whilst the conflict 
continues the effective distribute, distribution of that aid is extremely difficult.  That’s why 
we need the ceasefire.  
To read the full transcript see  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11872836  

 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11891070
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11887932
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11872836
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Scottish Parliament Debate 

The Humanitarian Disaster in Gaza    
includes: 

The Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing (Nicola 
Sturgeon): The Scottish Government strongly condemns attacks on civilians, whether 
Israeli or Palestinian. Like every other reasonable person, I believe that Israel has a right 
to defend its citizens from rocket attacks. However, it also has a duty to act reasonably, 
proportionately and within the obligations imposed on it by international law. …[The 
Scottish Government has] been advised that, following a decision of the Cabinet on 
Tuesday, the Scottish Government stands ready to respond favourably to any requests 
for humanitarian assistance that might be made by those working on the ground. In 
addition, the First Minister has written to the Israeli Government to express our desire—
and, I hope, that of the Parliament and the Scottish nation—for an immediate cease-fire. 

Ted Brocklebank (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con):  The Scottish Conservatives deplore 
the tragic deaths of civilians in Gaza, including those of nearly 200 children. However—I 
make no apology for repeating my words of the previous debate—it is difficult to achieve 
the moral high ground on human rights with the Israelis given the fact that, within living 
memory, 6 million Jews were exterminated with absolutely no regard taken of their 
human rights. Of course, that does not give the Israelis carte blanche to ignore the 
human rights of their Palestinian neighbours. …We are told that Israel's response has 
been disproportionate because more Palestinians than Israelis have been killed so far. 
Should we just ignore Israeli claims that Hamas has deliberately situated weapons under 
apartment blocks and in mosques and hospitals? Independent UN observers confirm that 
75 per cent of the dead in Gaza so far have been Hamas terrorists. 

Hugh O'Donnell (Central Scotland) (LD): The Palestinian people are paying a dear 
price for Europe's guilt about what happened to European Jews. …The overwhelming 
use of force by Israel and the unacceptable loss of civilian lives are radicalising moderate 
Palestinians. 

Des McNulty (Clydebank and Milngavie) (Lab): There may be terrorists in Gaza, but 
there are clearly many more civilians, and they are being bombarded day after day by 
aircraft, helicopters and artillery. Last weekend the army moved in, and now even more 
civilians taking refuge from the bombardment are being killed and injured. 

The barbarity of the acts that we are witnessing is accentuated by the calculations that lie 
behind them. First, there is the political calculation that sees the month before the 
inauguration of Barack Obama, combined with the run-up to elections in Israel, as a 
window of opportunity for the unleashing of a violent onslaught. Secondly, there is the 
calculated media and diplomatic offensive that has gone side-by-side with the military 
intervention and was months in the planning.  

Robin Harper (Lothians) (Green): Ted Brocklebank attempted to be fair and even-
handed, but this not the time to be fair and even-handed; this is the time for us to express 
our horror at what is happening to the people of Gaza at the hands of Israeli aeroplanes, 
troops, guns and tanks. This is a time for us to recognise that what is happening is 
entirely unfair, disproportionate and unconscionable. …The EU should go further and 
suspend the current EU-Israel association agreement, to send a strong message to the 
Israeli authorities about the EU's refusal to tolerate persistent human rights breaches. No 
new agreements must be made with Israel until it meets commitments on human rights 
and democratic principles, as enshrined in the current association agreement. 

Jackson Carlaw (West of Scotland) (Con): The Parliament has a direct responsibility 
for the public in Scotland. The actions of the Government of Israel are the responsibility 
of that Government and not of the Jewish population here in Scotland. I therefore 
express my dismay that the heightened language of some is being used to justify 
remarks by others, publicly published, that can be described only as dangerously anti-
Semitic. We have a duty to choose our words carefully, as do the press in their columns. 
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…Two and a half years ago, during the events that culminated in the withdrawal of Israel 
from Gaza, similar language and lack of editorial control in The Herald and The 
Scotsman, particularly on their websites, led to an unprecedented level of hostility to the 
Scottish Jewish community, the vast majority of whom live in Glasgow and the west of 
Scotland. Many talked of feeling intimidated, for the first time in their lives, when walking 
the streets and they were appalled by a disgraceful attack on the Jewish cemetery in 
Glasgow. In the past 24 hours, senior members of the Jewish community have reported 
to me an increase in nuisance calls to Jewish—not Israeli—organisations and the 
distribution of hate mail to the community. I have a copy of one piece of such mail, which 
is chilling and as fundamentally unacceptable as are attacks on the integrity of the 
Muslim population in Scotland, or fear and suspicion of that population, in response to 
domestic terrorism.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13782 
 
Point of Order  
Christine Grahame (South of Scotland) (SNP): On a point of order, Presiding Officer. I 
raise a point of order under rule 7.3.2 of standing orders. In this morning's debate on 

humanitarian aid to Gaza, Jackson Carlaw—summing up for the Conservatives—referred 
to a quotation that I cited from an article in yesterday's Independent newspaper, by the 
award-winning and respected middle east correspondent Robert Fisk, on previous 

Palestinian deaths in conflicts with the Israeli army. Jackson Carlaw referred to Mr Fisk—

I noted the exact words—as "a highly partisan anti-Jewish correspondent", which is as 
close as it comes to calling him anti-Semitic and is highly defamatory. 
 I have, of course, informed Mr Fisk of the comments and have no doubt that he will deal 
with them in his own way. However, I seek guidance on whether Mr Carlaw and Mr 
Brocklebank, who endorsed the remarks, have the protection of parliamentary privilege. 

The Presiding Officer (Alex Fergusson): I thank the member for notice of her 
point of order, which is always helpful. I have genuinely thought about the matter 
carefully. My view is that Jackson Carlaw was simply expressing his point of view 
in the debate, so no discourtesy occurred. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13890 
 
The motion was agreed unanimously without a vote 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13895  

 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Questions 

International Development Policy (Gaza) 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab): To ask the First Minister whether the Cabinet 
will discuss its international development policy in the light of the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza. (S3F-1326) 

The First Minister (Alex Salmond): Cabinet discussed the situation in Gaza on 
Tuesday. Our international development policy, as part of our wider international 
framework, sets out our position as a responsible country in the world, and already 
enables the Scottish Government to consider humanitarian assistance, where 
appropriate. We are in contact with non-governmental organisations in Scotland 
that are operating in the region and we stand ready, as the Deputy First Minister 
has indicated, to consider bids for support for humanitarian assistance in Gaza. 
The Scottish Government joins a wide range of people in the international 
community in calling for an immediate ceasefire and free access for humanitarian 
supplies and aid workers, and I have written to the Israeli ambassador to reiterate 
that call. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13782
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13782
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13890
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13890
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13895
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13895
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Pauline McNeill: I thank the First Minister for that answer. On the 13th day of continuous 
bombing in the Gaza strip, with almost 700 Palestinian deaths, it is fitting that the 
Scottish Cabinet has discussed how we can respond to this disaster in a humanitarian 
way. That will complement the £7 million that has been announced by the United 
Kingdom Government to go directly to Gaza. Does the First Minister hope, as I do, that 
the Scottish Parliament will tonight add its voice to the international call for a cease-fire? 
Will the First Minister be able to support the efforts of Edinburgh Direct Aid and others 
who are standing by to take to Gaza medical equipment and aid that have been donated 
by health boards, when it is safe to do so? Critically, can the First Minister consider 
helping in the appeal to Scottish hospitals to donate emergency medicines, where 
possible? Such medicines are desperately needed, and doctors in Gaza have made a 
special appeal for them. 

The First Minister: The whole of Parliament and Scotland have been shocked by 
the scenes that we have seen from Gaza. People understand and know that 
warfare that is conducted in such a confined strip of land inevitably carries with it 
the risk of substantial civilian casualties, which is what we have seen. 
On all three points that Pauline McNeill made, let me respond constructively. First, 
as the Deputy First Minister said, we stand ready to help NGOs that have plans for 
the area and to accept bids for assistance because we want to do our bit to help 
the humanitarian situation. Secondly, we hope that Parliament joins us in calling 
for an immediate cease-fire and humanitarian assistance. Thirdly, we will look 
imaginatively and constructively at any proposals whereby the skills and abilities of 
the Scottish health service can be of assistance at this time. In all three areas, we 
would like to do even more, but what have outlined is the least that we can do. In 
terms of how Parliament—and the Government—presents itself, we think we are 
doing the right thing by the people of Gaza in contributing to the international 
effort. 

Ted Brocklebank (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): I noted the First Minister's appeal on 
3 January for an immediate Israeli cease-fire. This morning, he has told us that he has 
written to the Israeli ambassador to call for a cease-fire. In any future appeals, would not 
it be wiser to call for an abiding cease-fire from both sides? 

The First Minister: I am happy to say that: that is what "cease-fire" means and 
the Deputy First Minister said it today. The reiteration of the call to the Israeli 
ambassador has come because Israel is a state and states are bound by 
international law in terms of how they conduct military activities. It is entirely 
reasonable that we, as a Parliament and as a Government, make that call. 
Governments and states must abide by international law in their conduct of military 
activities and the implications for civilians. That is the law of civilisation as well as 
international law. I know that Ted Brocklebank supports that view. 

Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): Is the First Minister aware of the increases in anti-
Semitism and in Islamophobic attacks that follow upsurges in violence or tension in the 
middle east? Will he follow the previous Executive's example in announcing new funds to 
improve security for Scotland's minority communities, particularly to tackle vulnerable 
sites such as faith-based schools, mosques and synagogues? 

The First Minister: We have responded constructively in other times of tension 
that had implications for community relations in Scotland and are ready to do so 
again. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13825 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13825
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-09/sor0108-02.htm#Col13825
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Scottish Parliament Motions 

New signatories to motions 
 S3M-3175 Treat the Dignity with Humanitarian Dignity (lodged on 7 January 2009) 
Jamie Hepburn 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15465 
 
 S3M-3165 Situation in Gaza (lodged on 5 January 2009) Lewis Macdonald, Willie 
Coffey, Bill Wilson, Hugh Henry 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451 
 
S3M-3160 Action Needed to Secure Ceasefire (lodged on 5 January 2009) Dave 
Thompson 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446 

 
 

United Nations 

Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Gaza  
The Secretary-General condemns the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) firing on a United 
Nations aid convoy in Gaza, the killing of two UNRWA (UN Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East) staff in separate incidents and the injuring of a 
contract worker. Since the conflict began 13 days ago, four UNRWA local staff have 
been killed. The UN is in close touch with the Israeli authorities about full investigation of 
this and other incidents, and about the need for urgent measures to avoid them in the 
future.  
The Secretary-General calls once again for an immediate ceasefire in order to facilitate 
full and unhindered humanitarian access, and to allow aid workers to work in safety to 
reach persons in need. UNRWA has been forced to suspend food distribution as it 
cannot guarantee the safety of its staff. The inability of the UN to provide assistance in 
this worsening humanitarian crisis is unacceptable.  
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=3650  
 
Major UN agency suspends Gaza relief operations after Israeli strike kills driver 
A United Nations agency that is a lifeline for 750,000 Palestinian refugees in Gaza 
suspended food delivery operations today after Israeli strikes killed one of its drivers and 
injured a second after they had received Israeli clearance on the 13th day of an offensive 
launched with the stated aim of ending Hamas militant rocket attacks into Israel. 
The body of another UN worker killed in a bombing several days ago was found today 
and UN officials said the suspension would continue until they received adequate 
assurances from Israel that such incidents will not be repeated. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29489&Cr=gaza&Cr1=unrwa  

 
 

Council of Europe 

PACE Bureau calls for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza 
The Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe fully supports the 
resolution adopted by the United Nations Security Council on 8 January 2009. It calls for 
an immediate ceasefire to be respected by all sides.  
Both sides must understand that violence, destruction and death will only lead to more 
violence and death. Our Assembly, which has always stood for peace and human rights, 
cannot accept the deadly escalation of the last days. The only solution is a political one: 
establishing a durable ceasefire, dialogue and negotiation. The immediate objective 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15465
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=3650
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29489&Cr=gaza&Cr1=unrwa
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should be to create conditions in which the blockade of Gaza can be lifted. … Moreover, 
the Bureau decides to propose to the Assembly to hold a debate on the issue at the next 
plenary part session (Strasbourg, 26-30 January 2009) and to invite Israeli and 
Palestinian representatives to take part.  
To read the full statement see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1392133&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&Bac
kColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  

  
 

United Nations 

Security Council overwhelmingly calls for immediate Gaza ceasefire 
The United Nations Security Council tonight overwhelmingly called for an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza leading to a full Israeli withdrawal, the unimpeded provision throughout 
Gaza of food, fuel and medical treatment, and intensified international arrangements to 
prevent arms and ammunition smuggling. 
Fourteen of the Council’s 15 members voted in favour, with only the United States 
abstaining. 
The resolution, presented by the United Kingdom and adopted as Israel’s offensive 
moved into its 14th day, emphasized that Palestinian and Israeli civilian populations must 
be protected, voiced grave concern at the heavy civilian casualties and the deepening 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza, and condemned all violence and hostilities directed against 
civilians and all acts of terrorism. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29495&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1392133&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1392133&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29495&Cr=gaza&Cr1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
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