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Community Relations 

Inter Faith Network for the UK 

Statement from Co-Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the Inter Faith Network for the UK 
The Inter Faith Network exists to promote understanding between people of different 
faiths in the UK and works to help create good inter faith relations in this country.  Violent 
events overseas of any nature can, inevitably, have repercussions here in Britain. As we 
have said in the past, at times of tension  it is particularly important for the upholding and 
deepening of good inter faith relations that we seek ways to handle well the impact of 
overseas events of this kind and are able to talk together about them in ways which 
increase understanding rather than leading to suspicion and distrust or inter community 
tension.  This seems very relevant to us at the present time of crisis in Gaza.  While we – 
from different communities - pray for peace and work for justice, let us also hold firmly to 
the principle of maintaining bonds of trust between our communities even where these 
are strongly tested.  
Rt Rev Dr Tom Butler (Co-Chair) 
Dr Nawal K Prinja (Co-Chair) 
Dr Manazir Ahsan MBE (Vice-Chair) 
Mr Dorab Mistry (Vice-Chair) 
Dr Indarjit Singh CBE (Vice-Chair) 
Mr Vivian Wineman (Vice-Chair) 
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Holocaust 

Scottish Parliament Petition 

This petition was previously published on the Scottish Parliament e-petitions page 
where it collected 229 signatures 

PE1227 Petition by Hannah H Newton calling on the Scottish Parliament to urge the 
Scottish Government to continue funding educational trips for school pupils as part of the 
"Lessons From Auschwitz Project" run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/pdfs/PE1227.pdf 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

BBC News interview with David Milliband 
The critical thing is that the debate here is about a ceasefire, about the blocking of the 
flow of arms into the Gaza Strip, about the opening of the crossings to address this 
humanitarian crisis and complements the changes that are going to take place, we hope, 
on the ground thanks to the initiative of the Egyptian Government.  Our critical focus 
tomorrow, Wednesday, will be on making sure that the action here supports the first 
glimmerings of a change in the situation on the ground and everything that we have seen 
has demonstrated the gravity of the situation facing ordinary Gazans, the appalling 
situation that they face and the desperate medical, food and other humanitarian needs 
that they have got. 
…I think it is too early to say that we have turned a corner, but I am beginning to see the 
first signs of the common ground on which a ceasefire can be built and the critical thing is 
that we don't have some steps back tomorrow - we have got to try and build on this 
because the urgency is immense.  The passion around the Security Council table was 
obviously very very clear - it's a passion for an immediate ceasefire, but a ceasefire that 
lasts and that's what we have really got to work for - building on the diplomacy here, but 
trying to find a way for the moderate states, the Egyptians, the Israelis, the other states 
who are willing to talk to each other to find a way to get a ceasefire that sticks. … 
To read the full transcript of the interview see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/speeches/  
 
Sky News interview with David Milliband 
… now there are talks that are going to focus on the critical issues that will determine 
whether or not we get a ceasefire.  The action on smuggling of illegal weapons in to 
Gaza that are then fired in to Israel and, obviously, critically, the opening of the crossings 
that will allow for humanitarian aid to get in to Gaza to relieve some of the misery that 
comes from lack of food, fuel and medicine. 
I’ve seen the first glimmerings of the possibilities of a ceasefire, I think it would be wrong 
to exaggerate them at this stage but we’ve got to try and make sure that the action on the 
ground led by President Mubarak and the diplomatic work here in New York somehow 
come together.  As I say the first glimmerings are there but it’s far too early that we’ve got 
a breakthrough. 
… the obvious missing element in what the Libyans were proposing is action against the 
flow of arms in to Gaza.  The origins of this problem are, obviously, significantly to do 
with the illegal trade in arms and the rockets that are then fired in to Israel. 
… the European Union  said right at the beginning on behalf of all twenty seven member 
countries that it wasn’t proportionate and the important issue that the Prime Minister and I 
have been stressing is that precisely because of the terrible civilian loss of life embodied 
really in this devastating incident at the school yesterday, we’ve been calling for an 
immediate ceasefire precisely because there isn’t going to be a military solution to this 
problem. 
…Now this is a devastating situation which threatens actually all of us because the 
significance of the actions in the Middle East is that they have global ramifications, that’s 
why we’re here in the Security Council desperately trying to find the common ground that 
will bring a stop to the fighting. … 
To read the full transcript of the interview see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=11818673  
 
 
 

 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/speeches/
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Scottish Parliament Debate 

Scottish Government debate on the motion: 
S3M-3179 Nicola Sturgeon: The Humanitarian Disaster in Gaza—That the Parliament 
expresses its concern over the loss of all lives in the conflict in Gaza; joins the 
international community in calling for a ceasefire; acknowledges the unfolding 
humanitarian disaster in Gaza; recognises and welcomes the role being played by those 
in Scotland involved in the humanitarian response, and supports the work of all charities 
and NGOs in Scotland that are responding to this situation. 
 
All speeches called for an immediate and permanent ceasefire, and the majority were 
strongly condemnatory of Israel. Jackson Carlaw said that the conflict had resulted in an 
increase of antisemitic incidents in Scotland, and urged MSPs to choose their words 
carefully. 
A summary of speeches is available at 
 http://www.scojec.org/pab/2009/i/09i08_scottish_parliament.pdf  
and a link to the Official Report will be included in tomorrow's PAB 
 

 

Scottish Parliament: First Minister's Questions 

Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister whether the Cabinet will discuss its 
International Development Policy in light of a humanitarian crisis in Gaza. (S3F-1326) 
 

Summary of subsequent question and answer session (a link to the Official Report will 
be included in tomorrow's PAB) 

Alex Salmond replied that it already did so on Tuesday, and has agreed to 
provide humanitarian assisitance. He has written to the Israeli ambassador to call 
for an immediate casefire, and for aid workers to be given free access to Gaza. 

 Ted Brocklebank noted that the First Minister has twice issued a public appeal for Israel 
to institute a ceasefire, but has not called for Hamas to do so.  

 Alex Salmond replied he was happy to do so, but that as a state, Israel is bound 
by international law that regulates the conduct of military activities. 

 Ken Macintosh noted that tensions in the Middle East invariably result in higher levels 
of antisemitism and islamophobia in Scotland, and asked whether funding could be made 
available to improve security at vulnerable premises such as places of worship. 

 Alex Salmond replied that the Scottish Government has responded positively to 
such requests in the past and is ready to do so again. 

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3175 Hugh O’Donnell: Treat the Dignity with Humanitarian Dignity—That the 
Parliament recognises the determination of the Free Gaza Movement to continue its 
humanitarian mission to deliver medical aid to the people of Gaza in spite of the fact that 
in the early hours of Tuesday, 30 December 2008, the Israeli navy attacked the motor 
vessel, Dignity, which was loaded with medical supplies and carried, among other 
civilians, doctors headed to Gaza to assist with the humanitarian crisis there, in an 
apparent attempt to disable the vessel and in a manner that jeopardized the lives of the 
16 civilians on board; believes that neither the boat nor its passengers, doctors, 
journalists, members of parliament and human rights observers trying to reach the people 
of Gaza to deliver much needed aid to the Palestinians there constituted any kind of 
danger to the Israeli naval forces; further believes that any future deliveries of 
humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza by the Dignity, duly notified in advance to the 
Israeli navy, Ministry of Defence, and Foreign Ministry should not be impeded in any way 

http://www.scojec.org/pab/2009/i/09i08_scottish_parliament.pdf
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by the Israeli defence forces, and considers that any such attack on the vessel will be 
premeditated and any harm inflicted on the civilians on board will be the result of a 
deliberate attack on unarmed civilians. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15465 
 

New signatories to motions 
S3M-3165 Situation in Gaza (lodged on 5 January 2009) Sarah Boyack, Robin Harper, 
Joe FitzPatrick, Jamie Hepburn, Cathy Jamieson, James Kelly 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451 
 
S3M-3160 Action Needed to Secure Ceasefire (lodged on 5 January 2009) Joe 
FitzPatrick, Jamie Hepburn 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446 

 
 

European Union 

Gaza: Pöttering calls for immediate ceasefire  
"The life of a Palestinian has the same value as the life of an Israeli" said Parliament's 
President Hans-Gert Pöttering as he expressed his growing concern about the conflict in 
Gaza. He also urged all sides to halt the violence with immediate effect. 
The Palestinian Authority's top official to the EU Leila Shahid and the Israeli Ambassador 
to the European Union Ran Curiel will meet with Members of Parliament's Foreign Affairs 
Committee in Brussels on Wednesday to discuss the crisis. 
 "It was a big mistake that Hamas declared the end of the ceasefire. It has to be strongly 
criticised that Hamas recommenced rocket attacks on Israel but the massive Israeli 
reaction...is an escalation that is totally disproportionate" said Mr Pöttering. 
 He went on to say that "such military actions will not lead to a lasting peace in the 
region. Killing and injuring civilians in such a dimension will only strengthen Hamas and 
will push the people of Gaza and the Palestinians even further towards extremism". 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/030-45480-005-01-02-903-
20090106STO45479-2009-05-01-2009/default_en.htm  

 
 

United Nations 

UN agencies delivering life-saving supplies to Gazans amid ongoing turmoil 
Despite the violence in Gaza, where a military operation Israel says it launched in 
response to Hamas rocket attacks has been ongoing for two weeks, United Nations 
agencies are delivering vital supplies to civilians caught up in the deadly conflict. 
…Yesterday’s three-hour ceasefire provided a small window of opportunity for the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to release essential pre-positioned supplies for delivery to 
families in Gaza, including 560 family water kits and 5 health kits. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29486&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
** Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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