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Israel 

Downing Street 

Press briefing: Israel/Gaza 
Asked if the Prime Minister believed that the continued action was proportionate and 
justified, the PMS said that, as the Prime Minister said yesterday to Andrew Marr, the key 
focus was on what we could do in order to help the situation in Gaza rather than getting 
into a blame game.  The Prime Minister was focusing on 3-fold practical measures that 
could help; firstly, we needed an immediate ceasefire and that included the stopping of 
rockets into Israel.  Secondly, we needed a resolution over the problem of arms 
trafficking into Gaza, and particularly the situation regarding tunnels.  Thirdly, we needed 
the borders open, which required some form of international cooperation and 
international solution. 
Asked if a ceasefire was imminent, the PMS said that it was something we continued to 
press for.  The Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minster Olmert over the weekend and we 
stayed in close touch with our key allies in Europe, America and the region. 
Asked if the Prime Minister had any plans to talk to Prime Minister Olmert or President 
Abbas today, the PMS said that the Prime Minister was in regular contact with both 
Prime Minister Olmert and President Abbas. 
Asked if the Prime Minister felt frustrated that Israel was ignoring international calls for a 
ceasefire, the PMS said that the Prime Minister was no going to get into a situation 
where he commented on those sorts of questions.  The Prime Minister’s focus was on 
what we could do to make a difference, and as well as the immediate ceasefire and 
stoppage of rockets into Israel, we needed to work with our international partners in the 
region and elsewhere to deal with the other issues such as arms trafficking into Gaza 
and the issue of maintaining the borders into Gaza. 
Asked if the Prime Minister had spoken to Tony Blair over the last few days, the PMS 
said that the Prime Minister had said during his Andrew Marr interview yesterday that he 
had spoken to Tony Blair yesterday morning. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17919  
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Bill Rammell interview on Sky News 
Bill Rammell: …It is dark and dangerous in the Middle East and I think the escalation in 
the last thirty six hours has caused alarm and dismay both in the region and in the wider 
world. …we’re absolutely unequivocal in our view that we need an urgent and immediate 
ceasefire. And I say that for a number of reasons: one, there is the tragic loss of innocent 
life; two, we are further away and moving further away to an effective and sustainable 
peace settlement in the Middle East; and thirdly there is a real risk that current actions 
are fuelling the activities of extremists in the region and undermining the efforts of those 
who are working for peace. 
To read the full transcript of the interview see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=11709640  

 
 

Department for International Development 

DFID pledges £4 million to help food and water shortages in Gaza 
DFID will allocate £4 million to help the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to 
address immediate humanitarian needs in Gaza, Secretary of State Douglas Alexander 
announced today. This £4 million is the first tranche of the $10 million (£6.8 million) the 
UK recently announced to meet humanitarian needs in Gaza. … Douglas Alexander said: 
"The humanitarian situation in Gaza is getting worse by the hour and many thousands of 
people are suffering. We today call on Israel to allow sufficient supplies into Gaza and to 
do everything within its power to enable them to be distributed safely and immediately. … 
"The government will provide £4 million in response to UNRWA’s recent Flash Appeal. 
This appeal will help UNRWA feed over half a million people and provide shelter for at 
least 5,000 people whose homes have been destroyed or who have been displaced by 
the violence. It will also allocate cash assistance for up to 2,500 families who cannot 
afford basic household items. DFID’s contribution will also fund additional fuel 
desperately needed to keep essential public services such as water provision and 
healthcare going. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/Gaza-water-shortage.asp  

 
 

Scottish Parliamentary Question 

Question selected for answer at First Minister's Question Time on 8 January 
Pauline McNeill: To ask the First Minister whether the Cabinet will discuss its International 
Development Policy in light of a humanitarian crisis in Gaza. (S3F-1326) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-09/bb-01-06d.htm 

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

S3M-3165 Pauline McNeill: Situation in Gaza—That the Parliament is gravely 
concerned at the tragic events that began in the Gaza Strip on 27 December 2008 and 
the subsequent ground invasion of Gaza by Israeli troops; believes that this response is 
disproportionate and is extremely concerned at the huge loss of life and the many 
thousands injured in the air attacks; condemns all acts of violence and aggression 
against civilians; believes that there should be an immediate ceasefire and withdrawal of 
Israeli troops as a first step in a process towards peace to bring about a lasting 
settlement for Palestinians and a secure Israel, and further believes that in the event of a 
ceasefire all crossings should be open to ensure the availability of humanitarian aid. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451  

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=11709640
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/Gaza-water-shortage.asp
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-09/bb-01-06d.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15451
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S3M-3160 Sandra White: Action Needed to Secure Ceasefire—That the Parliament 
calls on the international community to act with the utmost urgency in efforts to secure a 
ceasefire between Israel and Hamas before the current humanitarian crisis in Gaza leads 
to the death of thousands of innocent civilians; believes that the disproportionate nature 
of the Israeli offensive and its collective punishment of the civilian population via the 
blockade are illegal under international law, warranting investigation by the International 
Court of Justice, and notes that, despite Israel’s attempts to justify these acts, a growing 
number of people are highly critical of the Israeli actions and supportive of the Palestinian 
situation, as evidenced by the current demonstrations and supportive events throughout 
the world, such as the recent fundraising dinner held by Islamic Relief Scotland, which 
raised £160,000 for the people of Gaza to buy medical equipment, including incubators 
and medical kits. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446  

 
 

European Union 
 

The European Commission will provide an extra €3 million relief assistance in the 
Gaza Strip.  … The aid will be deployed as rapidly as possible to meet the basic needs 
of people affected by the Israeli airstrikes and by continuing access restrictions. …Louis 
Michel said: “One and a half million people are crammed into an area that is just over 
one percent the size of Belgium. They rely on supplies from outside for their survival and, 
with every day that passes, their situation becomes more desperate. The European 
Union's humanitarian aid goes impartially to those who are most in need, in line with the 
principles of international humanitarian law. The obligation to respect these principles is 
universal and attacks from either side that kill or injure civilians indiscriminately are 
unacceptable. Blocking access to people who are suffering and dying is also a breach of 
humanitarian law. I call on the Israeli authorites to respect their international obligations 
and ensure a "humanitarian space" for the delivery of vital relief. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/2&format=HTML&aged=
0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en    
 
Delegation to the Middle East Led by the Czech Presidency  
…One of the main objectives of this mission is to find a way to help the inhabitants of the 
Gaza Strip in the current distressing humanitarian situationn… “It is now our task to make 
sure that EU aid reaches the inhabitants of the Gaza Strip, that the border crossings are 
open and that the aid does not disappear somewhere along the way,” said Karel 
Schwarzenberg. …The EU mission heading for Egypt, Israel, the Palestinian territories 
and Jordan, also aims to establish a dialogue with the partners of the European Union in 
the Middle East area and to assess the current situation and possible ways of re-
establishing a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/middle-east--4702/  

 
 

United Nations 
 

Civilians wishing to flee Gaza must be permitted to do so, stresses UN refugee chief 
The top United Nations refugee official has stressed that civilians wishing to leave Gaza, 
where an Israeli military operation in response to Hamas rocket attacks has entered its 
11th day, must be allowed to do so, and reminded neighbouring States of their 
responsibility to provide access to safety for those fleeing the ongoing violence. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29471&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15446
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/2&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/2&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.eu2009.cz/en/news-and-documents/news/middle-east--4702/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29471&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
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Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is intensifying his diplomatic drive to secure a 
Gaza ceasefire, …“I’m going to stress the importance of bringing this violent situation to 
an immediate halt, with the durable and permanent systems which can be respected fully 
by all the parties concerned,” he said …he called on Arab League Secretary-General 
Amr Moussa, the foreign ministers of Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), and other Arab representatives to help ensure that Israel end its 
“clearly excessive” military assault and Hamas stop its “terribly counter-productive” and 
“completely unacceptable” rocket attacks. …“I am trying hard to use the moral authority 
of my office to bring an end to this trauma,” he said, voicing deep concern at “the terrible 
crisis unfolding before us…“We must insist that Israel end its military assault, which is 
clearly excessive. We must insist that Hamas end immediately its rocket attacks, which 
are so terribly counter-productive, in addition to being completely unacceptable. There 
must be an immediate ceasefire, durable and fully respected by all.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29470&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  
 
Ambulances face growing difficulty in reaching Gaza wounded, UN warns 
Ambulances and medical workers in Gaza are facing increasing difficulty in reaching the 
wounded, some are being killed in doing so, and a “humanitarian breathing space” is vital 
to ensure that food and medical supplies reach those in need as Israel’s offensive 
entered its 10th day, the top United Nations relief official in the area said today. … 
To read the full press release see  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29465&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations              (** new this week) 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
** Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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