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Communal Issues 

Downing Street 

PM sends Chanukah greeting 
…Friends this has been a truly momentous year for Britain’s Jewish community. This 
year we have celebrated together as Israel reached its 60th birthday and as so many 
community charities and organisations increased their inspirational work to make Britain 
a better place. 
So during these days of Chanukah I hope you find time to reflect on the symbol of the 
Menorah placed at the window - a reminder of how a small flame can light up a dark 
night, and how in bringing light into our own homes we give light to all those around us. 
As you gather to light the Menorah in homes and synagogues across our country, know 
that our thoughts are with you as you retell and draw strength from this remarkable story 
of resilience and bravery. 
Please do pass on my very best wishes for a happy Chanukah to your friends, family and 
members of your community. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17811  
 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Channukah greeting from Hazel Blears 
Channukah is the festival of lights when Jewish people celebrate the rededication of the 
Temple. The lighting of the Menorah candles reminds us of the persistence of hope and 
endurance through difficult times. The attacks in Mumbai highlight the relevance of the 
message today. 
But there is a tradition of mutual respect between all our communities in the united 
Kingdom. That is something that I'm really proud of, and I'm confident that it will continue 
to grow. 
I just want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a really happy holiday." 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/statements/corporate/hazelchannukah2008  
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Ministry of Justice 

Coroners and Justice Bill briefing note 
Aims: 

• introduce a national coroner service for England and Wales, headed by a new 
Chief Coroner  

• improve the experience of those bereaved people coming into contact with the 
coroner system, giving them rights of appeal against coroners' decisions and 
setting out the general standards of service 

• reduce delays and improve the quality and outcomes of investigations and 
inquests through improved powers and guidance for coroners, and the publication 
of statistics and reports to prevent deaths  

• introduce a system – for deaths not investigated by the coroner – that enables 
independent scrutiny and confirmation of the medical cause of death in a way that 
is proportionate, consistent and transparent. 

Key provisions:  

• introduction of a Chief Coroner  
• introduction of a new death certification system  
• relaxation of rigid boundary restrictions (but services remain based within local 

authorities)  
• appeals system 
• independent inspection  
• new coroner areas  
• new appointment system for coroners  
• powers to secure information and evidence  
• inquests, few and far between, to be held in private if non-publicly disclosable 

material is relevant to proceedings  
• Charter for Bereaved Families  

To read the full briefing note see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/announcement191208b.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Bill Rammell in Ashkelon 
…"I have come here to see for myself the impact the situation on the ground. I can see 
very clearly the traumatic effect that the repeated rocket attacks from Gaza into Israel are 
having. People are traumatized. The rocket attacks are simply unacceptable. But I am 
also conscious looking at the situation in Gaza - the lack of humanitarian access, the lack 
of supplies, the lack of aid, the power cuts - that that is creating a humanitarian crisis. 
And I think that it is very clear that Hamas has not been defeated militarily; the Israeli 
people are not being cowered by the rocket attacks and I very strongly hope that the 
Egyptian brokered process can continue. Because I think that the last six months  - albeit 
intermittently broken by rocket attacks - has actually been a much better situation than in 
the past. … 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=11023805  
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Department for International Development 

Doing business in Palestine  
… Improving trade, creating jobs 
A number of announcements were made [at the London Business Forum on Trade and 
Investment in Palestine] including: 

• the establishment of the Palestine British Business Council to facilitate and 
promote investment opportunities in the OPTs 

• confirmation from the Fairtrade Foundation that for the first time next year, 
Fairtrade-certified Palestinian olive oil will be available in the UK  

• a franchise agreement with Days Inn for the building of a new hotel in East 
Jerusalem, leading to the creation of 300 to 350 jobs and investment worth $25 m 

• a Palestinian Enterprise Revitalisation Fund worth $50m to support 
underperforming Palestinian businesses (approximately five to 10 a year). 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/business-palestine.asp  
 
 

United Nations 

Challenge of Israeli-Palestinian peace is to build on promise established in 2008, 
special coordinator tells Security Council 
… “The diplomatic process and improvements on the ground must reinforce each other 
and move swiftly forward,” said Mr. Serry, who is also the Personal Representative.  “A 
comprehensive peace in the region, with an end of occupation and the creation of a 
Palestinian State living at peace with Israel, is possible, necessary and urgent.” 
...In the ensuing open debate, Council members stressed the importance of the 
advances made in 2008, leading up to the adoption of resolution 1850 (2008).  Among 
the key points in that text, they emphasized support for the Annapolis process, the 
irreversibility of the negotiation process and the call for regional cooperation towards 
peace. 
…Along with Council member Libya, some non-members welcomed the continuation of 
negotiations towards a Palestinian State but called on the Council to take more concrete 
actions to condemn Israel for its policies towards Gaza, and to protect Palestinian 
civilians.  Iran’s delegate, accusing Israel of “some of the most horrendous crimes ever 
committed”, rejected the accusations made by the Israeli representative against his 
country, as well as other baseless allegations by Council members on the basis of 
distortions created by the “Israeli regime”. 
… Riyad Mansour, Permanent Observer for Palestine, said the Security Council’s 
inability to pronounce itself on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict for more than four and a half 
years had prevented it from playing its rightful Charter role.  …The establishment of a 
viable State of Palestine living side by side with Israel in peace and security must remain 
among the Council’s priorities. 
…Gabriela Shalev (Israel) said … 2008 had been a most constructive year for the peace 
process.  Resolution 1850 (2008), besides expressing unequivocal support for direct 
bilateral negotiations, included additional important principles. …The resolution also 
rightly noted that lasting peace could only be based on ending terror and incitement, and 
on a commitment to the two-State solution. 
…Several key developments had including growing cooperation between the security 
forces of the two sides.  For example, the city of Jenin -- once a breeding ground of 
suicide terrorism -- was now a model for security cooperation in the West Bank.  Also, in 
the past year alone, Palestinian wages in the West Bank had increased almost 25 per 
cent, and trade and commerce between Israel and the West Bank had jumped 35 % 
To read the full report see 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2008/sc9544.doc.htm  

TOP 
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords EU Committee 

New inquiry into money laundering and the financing of terrorism 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/lords_press_notices/pn191208euf.cfm  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

CEJI 

Anti-Discrimination Training: Antisemitism & Islamophobia 
27-28 January 2009 in Brussels  
Seminar to address diversity and discrimination relating to antisemitism and islamophobia. 
For information see http://www.ceji.org/newsletter/AIT09.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations 

Consultation closes tomorrow! 
Monitoring of Cross-border charities (closes 23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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