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Community Relations 

UK Parliament Debate 

Human Rights 
includes 
Col 174WH 
Mr. David Lidington (Aylesbury) (Con):The Foreign Office has a panel on freedom of 
religion, but I understand that it comprises more than 60 religious organisations in the UK 
and that it meets irregularly. Is there a case for making such a panel permanent and for 
its meetings to be regular? Might the Foreign Secretary consider appointing a special 
representative to focus entirely on freedom of religion, belief and worship? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218
h0006.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

House of Commons Adjournment Debate 
Col 1322 

Mr. Stewart Jackson (Peterborough) (Con): I am pleased to have the opportunity to 
raise a very important matter in the House—the worsening security situation in Israel and 
the Gaza strip. I shall focus particular attention on the plight of Corporal Gilad Shalit, who 
has been held hostage by the terrorist Hamas movement for two and a half years. 
Since Israel’s unilateral disengagement from Gaza in August 2005, 5,128 rockets and 
mortar shells have been fired into southern Israel, and since 2001 24 people have been 
killed and 620 injured. One hundred and fifty rockets have been launched in the past six 
weeks alone, and 17 just yesterday, which is despite a truce negotiated through the 
Egyptian Government that came into effect on 19 June this year. Israel’s withdrawal from 
Gaza was a courageous act based on a desire for a long-term negotiated peace and for 
the self-determination of the Palestinian people through a viable and secure Palestinian 
state. 
Speech continues at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/debtext/81218
-0018.htm  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0006.htm
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Human Rights 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h00
01.htm#08121889000001  

col 142WH 
Mike Gapes (Ilford, South) (Lab/Co-op):… the way in which the UN system looks at 
human rights issues is not balanced, and has failed to address human rights abuses in 
significant regions and countries in the world. In my view, it has focused overly on the 
Israeli-Palestinian issue, but has not concentrated on or referred to human rights abuses 
in other regions and countries. That is damaging to the UN’s reputation and credibility. 
 

col 152WH 
Sir John Stanley: …In the debate last year, I referred to the situation in Gaza and the 
occupied territories, and I have no compunction about doing so again. It is deeply 
regrettable that, as in Zimbabwe, the situation is no better, and is markedly worse than a 
year ago. Gaza is effectively a giant prison in which 1.25 million Palestinians are 
imprisoned by the Israelis. Indeed, it is worse than any modern, properly run prison, 
because it is a prison where power supplies may be, and have been, cut off. It is a prison 
where food supplies may be, and have been, cut off. It is a prison where job opportunities 
are vanishing almost to the point at which they no longer exist. It is a prison where basic 
services, such as health and education, are breaking down. It is no good the Israeli 
Government saying that that is justified on security grounds. That justification does not 
wash on moral, legal or effective policy grounds.  
speech continues at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218
h0002.htm  
 

col 156WH 
Mr. Andrew Dismore (Hendon) (Lab):… I refer to the 2009 Durban review conference. 
The UN world conference against racism was held in Durban in September 2001. It was 
a groundbreaking achievement. For the first time, the international community came 
together to create a declaration and a programme of action to tackle racism, 
discrimination and xenophobia. However, the conference was plagued with problems, 
and was hijacked by anti-Israel and anti-Zionist groups. They led a well organised and 
well funded high-level campaign, backed by Islamic and Arab Governments, to exclude 
anti-Semitism from the anti-racism agenda, to label Israel as an apartheid state 
responsible for genocide, and to revisit the equation that Zionism equals racism. 
Despite the efforts of Islamic and Arab states to include that extreme negative test, the 
final Government level declaration at Durban 1 contained positive text on anti-Semitism 
and holocaust commemoration. The problem, however, was that the language has 
somehow become legitimised as extreme rhetoric, and is now often widely accepted in 
mainstream attacks on Israel. Durban began a trend to exclude terrorism against Israel 
and anti-Semitism from the entire global human rights agenda. 
In April 2009, a Durban review conference will be held in Geneva. The final conference 
will produce a declaration, which is meant to be a review of the extent to which the 
Durban 1 declaration has been implemented, and it will make recommendations for 
further action. The April conference will be the final part of a longer review process. 
Although the proposed text before the conference has not been agreed, it is of great 
concern. It includes suggestions that Israel is an apartheid state, that Israel’s occupation 
is racist, that Zionism is racism and that Israel is committing genocide. It questions 
Jerusalem being the capital of the Jewish state, excludes Jews as victims of racism and 
excludes holocaust denial from victims of the racist agenda. It creates a hierarchy of 
categories of racism, whereby Islamophobia is considered to be more important than any 
form of racism. It also wishes to curtail freedom of expression to include criticism and 
blasphemy of religion. Although the document is not final, and it is subject to high-level 
government negotiation, at present it is the only text available. 
The Israeli and Canadian Governments have already formally withdrawn from the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0001.htm#08121889000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0001.htm#08121889000001
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0002.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0002.htm
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process; and the United States withdrew from Durban 1. Some states have noted that 
they might withdraw if the draft document crosses their red lines—for example, Denmark 
and France. I am pleased to say that I have received good assurances from my hon. 
Friend the Minister, to which I shall refer in a moment. The red lines are appropriate and 
fair. They are that there should be no singling out of any one state; no clause relating to 
defamation of religion; the retention of the anti-Semitism condemnation; the retention of 
holocaust commemoration; and, in particular, no hierarchy of racisms. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary met the United Nations commissioner for 
human rights in November. He informed the commissioner that the United Kingdom was 
dissatisfied with preparations for the conference, including the drafting of the document 
and challenges in it to the right of freedom of expression, singling out Israel and the fight 
against anti-Semitism. 
I understand that a further round of negotiations will take place next month, after which 
the Government will assess their position. I should be grateful if my hon. Friend the 
Minister would give us a clear assurance that if those red lines are not met, if the text 
stays as it is, the Government will consider it to be unacceptable and will withdraw from 
the conference. Ultimately, it is a contradiction in terms: a conference against racism 
cannot proceed with a text that excludes anti-Semitism and that has a hierarchy which 
considers some forms of racism to be more serious than others. I hope that my hon. 
Friend will give us those assurances. I am pleased to say that early-day motion 83 has 
attracted a significant number of signatures in support of that contention. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218
h0003.htm  
 

col 175WH 
Mr. David Lidington (Aylesbury) (Con): I conclude by discussing the Durban 
conference, on which I agreed completely with the hon. Member for Hendon (Mr. 
Dismore). The conference, in 2001, was a parody of concern for human rights. I remind 
the Minister that when we last debated human rights in the Chamber, on 13 October, she 
said that she would review the UK’s position shortly after the debate. In fairness to her, 
she was absolutely clear in denouncing what had happened in Durban, and I do not 
question the principle of her comments. She said that 
“we are participating in negotiations in Geneva at the moment and...we will reassess our 
position when the preparatory committee ends this week.”—[Official Report, 13 October 
2008; Vol. 480, c. 641.] 
We are now two months hence, and the Government are still, apparently, engaged in 
those negotiations. I thought that the hon. Gentleman was being very generous to the 
Minister when he said that he accepted that there was a while to go yet, and that we had 
to see whether further concessions might be available. I question the point of the United 
Kingdom continuing to participate in the preparations for that conference. On the basis of 
what I have seen and read so far, there is little evidence to suggest that it will be anything 
other than the charade that we saw in 2001, and, if it turns into that, it will be an event in 
which the Government of the United Kingdom should take no part. 
The Government’s own human rights report said: 
“The United Nations remains the bedrock of international efforts to promote human 
rights.” 
I agree. It is precisely because the United Nations’ reputation will be besmirched if there 
is any repetition of Durban that the Government should make it very clear that they want 
no part in any repetition of what happened that year. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218
h0006.htm  
 

col 178WH 
Gillian Merron:… the Durban review conference. I can do no more than restate that the 
UK of course opposes language singling out Israel and the treatment of anti-Semitism 
that restricts the right to freedom of expression on historical issues. There is no doubt 
that what happened previously in the process was unacceptable, as has been put on the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218h0006.htm
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record many times. There has been no change and no move away from that view. 
However, I can confirm that there will be a further round of negotiations in January 2009. 
After that, the Government will decide whether to remain in the process. It is right that we 
make every effort to use every forum that we can to move forward on combating racism 
wherever it takes place. We do not flinch from that. … 
On Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories, just last month on his visit there the 
Foreign Secretary delivered some clear messages in his meetings with Israeli leaders. 
The UK has serious concerns about Israeli restrictions on Gaza and their impact, much 
of which has been well rehearsed and described. We have consistently called for Israel 
to dismantle its settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories, which are illegal, and 
those messages were pressed home. There is also no doubt that we recognise Israel’s 
general security concerns, as right hon. and hon. Members have in the debate and at 
other times. Ministers and officials regularly press the Government of Israel about human 
rights abuses, and I am in no doubt about the manner in which messages are delivered. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/halltext/81218
h0007.htm  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Religious Freedom 
Mr. McGrady: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the effects of restrictions placed on the movements of 
seminarians in Jerusalem by the Israeli authorities in the Christmas period; and if he will 
make a statement. [242811] 

Bill Rammell: We have made no assessment on this specific issue but we have 
long standing concerns about Israeli restrictions on movement and access for 
many groups. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/text/81218w00
11.htm#0812191000139  
 
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department have had with 
the government of Israel on suicide bombings in Israel; what recent representations he 
has received on the subject; and if he will make a statement. [242689] 

Bill Rammell: The last suicide bomb in Israel was in Eilat in January 2007. The 
vast majority of attacks against Israelis in the past year have been rocket attacks 
fired from Gaza at towns in the south of Israel. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary visited Sderot with the Israeli Defence 
Minister on his recent visit to Israel and expressed his concerns on these attacks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/text/81218w00
11.htm#0812191000141 
 
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs when 
the proposed meeting of Israeli and Palestinian leaders in London in December 2008 is 
scheduled to take place; whether representatives of any other countries will be invited to 
attend; what the objectives of the meeting are; and if he will make a statement. [242184] 

David Miliband: Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad and Israeli Prime Minister 
Olmert visited London earlier this week. They had separate meetings with my right 
hon. Friend the Prime Minister. There was no trilateral meeting nor were 
representatives of other countries present at the separate meetings. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081218/text/81218w00
11.htm#0812191000142  
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Israel and Palestine: Gaza 
Asked by Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what efforts they and the 
quartet's special representative are making to ensure entry into Gaza for essential 
sewage pipes, as requested by the United Nations Secretary-General. [HL375] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The Government regularly express our concerns about the 
current border restrictions in Gaza and urge the Israeli Government to improve the 
access for humanitarian supplies, commercial goods and people, including 
material to repair the sewage system in Gaza. 
We also fully support the efforts of the quartet representative, Tony Blair, to 
negotiate with Israel on getting vital equipment and other supplies, including 
sewage pipes, into Gaza to repair the sewerage system. Tony Blair continues to 
negotiate access for these items with the Israeli authorities and last raised the 
issue with Israeli Defence Minister Barak on 17 December. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81218w0002.htm#0812
1890000290  

 
 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Jeremy Corbyn (370) Israeli settlements and settlement goods – That this House 
welcomes the statement from the Prime Minister in December that `One of the blockages' 
to peace `is clearly the settlement issue' and his desire to `seize the opportunity we have 
before us to make 2009 the Middle East year of peace'; notes that Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories are illegal under international law, and is therefore 
concerned that British retailers may be breaking the law by selling goods from these 
settlements; further notes the detrimental impact that settlements have on the daily lives 
of Palestinians, with over 40 per cent. of West Bank land confiscated for settlement 
construction; also notes that Palestinians are enduring increased violence at the hands of 
settlers; welcomes the Government's actions on the mislabelling of settlement produce 
as `Produce of Israel'; and calls upon the Government to call for the dismantling of illegal 
settlements and to ensure that companies in the UK are not breaking the law by selling 
settlement goods. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37385&SESSION=899  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Dignity for Palestinians 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
08/sor1218-02.htm#Col13587 
col 13589 
Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Lab): ... According to Medical Aid for Palestinians, 
71 per cent of children say when interviewed that they want to be a martyr. That is 
shocking to many people. Of course, if the situation is not tackled, generations of young 
Palestinians will be lost to conflict. …The root of the conflict is the failure to achieve real 
progress in the establishment of a viable homeland for Palestinians. It is a failure of the 
world to challenge the illegal occupation of the west bank and the illegal siege of Gaza. 
We can no longer simply pay lip service to the idea of a two-state solution; it has to be 
made a reality. David Miliband, the United Kingdom Government Foreign Secretary, 
reiterated the UK position—which is exactly the right position to take—this week at a 
meeting of the United Nations Security Council. However, if pressure is not brought to 
bear on the main player—Israel—to bring about that solution, there will be neither peace 
nor progress. Like others, I condemn all violence, wherever it comes from. However, 
punishing all Palestinian people because of the actions of a few is morally wrong and will 
not lead to peace. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81218w0002.htm#08121890000290
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81218w0002.htm#08121890000290
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37385&SESSION=899
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-08/sor1218-02.htm#Col13587
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-08/sor1218-02.htm#Col13587
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Col 13591 
Sandra White (Glasgow) (SNP): … I get very angry about this subject. What is 
happening in Gaza is nothing short of genocide and it must be stopped. We cannot let 
the situation continue. I welcome the statement from UN human rights delegates, in 
which they urged 100 measures to be taken by Israel, including ending the siege of 
Gaza. …The state of Israel was created 60 years ago. I ask the Israeli people to look on 
the people in Gaza and Palestine with humanity, as they themselves were regarded 60 
years ago, with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the bringing into 
existence of the state of Israel. 
 
Col 13592 
Ted Brocklebank (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Con): …From the point of view of the 
Scottish Parliament, although I have every sympathy for the plight of the Palestinians, I 
sometimes wonder whether we were right to set up a cross-party group on Palestine 
rather than one that focused on the welfare of all people in the middle east. he current 
blockade of Gaza is only the latest confrontation in a conflict that has claimed the lives of 
tens of thousands of innocent people on both sides for more than half a century. What is 
happening in Palestine is clearly a human and civil rights outrage, but it is difficult to take 
the moral high ground with the Israelis, given that 6 million Jews were exterminated, in 
complete disregard of their human rights, within living memory. 
 
 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations 

Consultation closes in 4 days! 
Monitoring of Cross-border charities (closes 23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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