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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Arbitration: Religion 
Mr. Grieve: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform which Islamic tribunals have authority to act under the Arbitration Act 
1996. [241865] 

Mr. McFadden: There is no specific provision in the Arbitration Act 1996 for 
"Islamic Tribunals". 
The Act provides a framework for the fair, speedy and cost effective resolution of 
disputes by an impartial tribunal. The principle behind the Act is that parties should 
be free to agree how their dispute is resolved. To be governed by the Act the 
disputing parties have to agree in writing to authorise a third party to finally resolve 
their dispute. The Act allows all parties to agree to have their dispute decided by a 
set of principles of their choice rather than by national law. If there is no 
agreement by all parties then national law will apply. 
The Act sets out a number of safeguards including a duty to act fairly and 
reasonably between the parties, and giving each a reasonable opportunity of 
putting their case and dealing with that of their opponent. If there is a direct conflict 
with national law in the decision of a tribunal, national law prevails. 
The Muslim Arbitration Tribunals (MAT) was established in 2007 in order to 
provide an alternative route to resolve civil issues in accordance with Shari'ah 
principles. The MAT operates according to the principles of the Arbitration Act 
1996. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081215/text/81215w00
33.htm#08121553000053  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081215/text/81215w0033.htm#08121553000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081215/text/81215w0033.htm#08121553000053
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Ministry of Justice 

Race Review 2008: Implementing Race Equality in Prisons –  Five Years On 
includes discussion about responding to religious needs, but  most of the specific issues 
raised relate to Islam 
Part 1   
http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk/assets/documents/1000439CRace_Review_part_1.pdf 
Part 2   
http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk/assets/documents/1000439DRace_Review_part_2.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Dr Phyllis Starkey (Milton Keynes South West): To ask the Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, on how many occasions the UK's intelligence 
agencies have sought assurances from their Israeli counterparts on their humane 
treatment of detainees in the last five years. [244378] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81215w01.htm  

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
General Affairs and External Relations Council 
includes 
The Minister for Europe (Caroline Flint): …  
Middle East 
Ministers adopted conclusions that reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to supporting the 
Middle East Peace Process into 2009 through a comprehensive regional approach. In 
particular the EU condemned all violence especially in Gaza and rocket attacks against 
civilians. The conclusions urged a halt to settlement activity and call for the improvement 
of the humanitarian situation in Gaza with the reopening of crossing points. The 
European Union also expressed support for the Egyptian mediation efforts for Palestinian 
reconciliation and welcomed efforts by the Arab League to put the Arab Peace Initiative 
back on the table. 
The Council also approved in principle the building up of relations between the EU and 
Israel, while insisting that this deepening of relations encourage the Israeli authorities to 
do more to improve living conditions on the ground in the Palestinian authority and 
contribute to advancing the peace process. At the same time, Ministers welcomed the 
deepening of the EU’s relations with the Palestinian authority and looked forward to 
further progress, including the possibility of a Summit. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081215/wmstext/81215
m0001.htm#08121517000016  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk/assets/documents/1000439CRace_Review_part_1.pdf
http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk/assets/documents/1000439DRace_Review_part_2.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81215w01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081215/wmstext/81215m0001.htm#08121517000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081215/wmstext/81215m0001.htm#08121517000016
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-43a784b3c6b7
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-43a784b3c6b7
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-b083-6e3bd00c2d90
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-b083-6e3bd00c2d90
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
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Downing Street  

PM and Olmert address peace process 
Gordon Brown has held talks in Downing Street with Israeli PM Ehud Olmert on the 
Middle East peace process. 
Mr Brown raised the issue of Israeli settlements and also stressed the importance of 
reducing constraints on the Palestinian economy. Both leaders reiterated their 
commitment to making progress on a Middle East peace deal. 
Yesterday the Prime Minister met Palestinian PM Salam Fayyad ahead of a Palestinian 
investment forum in London. Mr Brown highlighted the importance of building a stable 
economy in Palestine as part of the drive towards a peace settlement. 
Speaking at a press conference with Mr Fayyad, the PM said: 
“I think everybody now sees the contours of what a Two-State solution would like.  A 
Palestinian State that was secure and viable economically, an Israeli State that is secure 
within its own borders and where its worries about peace and stability were answered.” 
Mr Brown added that he hoped the barrier of settlements could soon be overcome and 
that President Elect Obama would prioritise achieving a “comprehensive peace” in the 
area on taking up his presidency. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17802  
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Consultations 

Monitoring of Cross-border charities (closes 23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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