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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Cruddas (216) British National Party racism cuts both ways campaign – That 
this House deplores the Racism Cuts Both Ways campaign being waged by the British 
National Party (BNP); believes that this is a deliberate attempt by the BNP to whip up 
racism by spreading lies and misinformation; is particularly concerned that the BNP is 
now intending to target secondary school children; and deplores the incitement of racial 
violence by the spread of falsehood in such propaganda. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37210&SESSION=899  

 
 

Press Releases  

60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights  
At a Foreign Office open day marking the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the Foreign Secretary, David Miliband said: 
'In the past 60 years countless campaigners all around the world have put their lives and 
wellbeing at risk to uphold the values of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Today's anniversary is a fitting moment to pay tribute to them. It is through their 
determination to see the rights it enshrines upheld that the declaration has been given 
strength.     
The British Government will always be on the side of human rights. The declaration will 
serve as our guide.' 
To continue reading the press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressR&id=10481109  
 
 
Government steps up the fight against extremism 
Home Secretary Jacqui Smith and Communities Secretary Hazel Blears today stepped 
up the fight against extremism, challenging the rhetoric of extremists, calling for a 
stronger civil response and pledging a further £13.8 million to disrupt radicalisers and 
support vulnerable individuals at a local level. 
Speaking to representatives from local government, police and community groups at a 
conference on ways to prevent violent extremism, Ministers announced that the new 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37210&SESSION=899
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money will fund a range of initiatives to help tackle extremism by strengthening public 
institutions and empowering community leaders to stop radicalisers from taking 
advantage of vulnerable individuals. 
To continue reading the press release see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1094678  

 
 

New publication 

Preventing Violent Extremism Pathfinder Fund: Mapping of project activities 
2007/2008 
Report summarising descriptive data about the activities undertaken as part of this 
Pathfinder year (2007/2008), which was launched in October 2006 for one year to 
support priority local authorities in developing programmes of activity to tackle violent 
extremism at a local level. 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1092863.pdf  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Community Relations: Muslims 
Lord Renton of Mount Harry: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what plans they have 
to improve relations with the Muslim community in the United Kingdom. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government (Baroness Andrews): My Lords, our community 
relations approach, as set out in our community empowerment White Paper, aims 
to give control and influence to local people and covers all faith communities. We 
have continuing good relations with all faiths, as highlighted in our interfaith 
strategy in July this year, including the Muslim community, with whom we work 
bilaterally, and through the Faith Communities Consultative Council. 

Lord Renton of Mount Harry: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that Answer. Does she 
agree that, following, and against the background of, the tragic events in Mumbai, this is 
a particularly appropriate and necessary moment to strive to find wise and sympathetic 
relations with the Muslim communities in our country? Does she recollect that in July the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Hazel Blears, mentioned that 
there was a proposal for young Muslims to be taught citizenship in school so that they 
could see that there was no necessary conflict between Islam and British life? That is a 
difficult task, but has the process started and is it succeeding? 

Baroness Andrews: My Lords, I start by saying that our sympathy goes out to all 
the innocent victims of that indiscriminate terror attack in Mumbai. We monitor the 
effect of such events on our communities in this country, and it is worth telling the 
House that the Secretary of State has today called together a parliamentary round 
table, the aim of which is to meet parliamentarians to update them on the situation 
and to get their understanding of their communities. However, so far nothing 
significant has been reported in our communities by way of a response. 
The noble Lord used some very positive and encouraging words, such as “wise 
and sympathetic”. That is exactly what we try to do in our work to promote 
cohesion and prevent extremism by building up the resilience of the local 
communities. Young people are critical in that. It is encouraging that an increasing 
number of mosques are choosing to teach citizenship, and of course young 
Muslims in our schools continually have the opportunity to access the citizenship 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/news/corporate/1094678
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curriculum, so it is a very positive movement. 
Lord Hylton: My Lords, do the Government recognise that British Muslims and others 
should be free to make political criticisms of military occupations and regimes, where 
these occur, without automatically being labelled as extremists? 

Baroness Andrews: My Lords, we certainly agree with that. Our work to prevent 
extremism is simply to build up the resilience of local communities to deal with 
distortions of the faith. That is why we are working at civic and community level 
and with faith groups to put into practice some of the opportunities, for example 
new activities for young people and leadership programmes for women and young 
people, which can help to challenge such distortion. 

The Lord Bishop of Southwark: My Lords, while acknowledging the efforts which the 
Government are making to improve relations with the Muslim community, is the Minister 
aware that other faith communities in Britain, such as the Sikh and Hindu communities, 
believe that they too deserve more attention and support, particularly in capacity 
building? 

Baroness Andrews: Yes, my Lords, that is a very proper use of the argument. I 
am grateful to the right reverend Prelate because I can tell him, as he will know, 
that we recognise the contributions made by all faith communities and the need to 
build up capacity. With DIUS, for example, we are funding a community leadership 
qualification for all leaders from all faiths. Our Inter Faith Network is growing. Over 
the past few years, we have had 183 new interfaith groups. We aim to promote 
side-by-side engagement—not face to face—as that is the way to make the real 
difference. 

Lord Lester of Herne Hill: My Lords, is there a danger in lumping people together into 
different communities, such as the Muslim community, the Sikh community and the 
Hindu community? People within those groups are individual human beings with very 
different positions. If we classify them in that way, will we not create a divisive rather than 
a united system? 

Baroness Andrews: My Lords, there is an issue about how we describe 
communities. The practical work which we do recognises that there is much 
diversity within communities. We are certainly not blind to that. Some highly 
innovative work is being undertaken by local authorities, for example, at ground 
level with grass-roots funding to ensure that all groups are supported and helped. 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, can the Minister confirm that British Muslim communities 
are part of the general communities which make up Britain? If that is so, can she explain 
why the British Muslim engagement unit is based in the Foreign Office? 

Baroness Andrews: My Lords, the noble Baroness is absolutely right that, of 
course, they are part of our national community. I hope that, increasingly, our work 
together will strengthen those communities and help them to become productive 
and resilient. I do not know much about the work of the unit, but I shall find out. I 
presume it is in the Foreign Office because it engages with Muslim communities 
abroad. That would seem to be logical. 

Baroness Whitaker: My Lords, does my noble friend agree that all these consultations 
would have more validity as regards social cohesiveness if they included representatives 
of those with no faith who have other values? 

Baroness Andrews: Yes, my Lords. We have had many debates in this House 
about the work which we do with people of no faith. Of course, they are included. 
We have regular engagement with such groups. 

Baroness Falkner of Margravine: My Lords, in January we saw the appointment of 19 
women to the National Muslim Women’s Advisory Group. In August that was augmented 
by 20 young people becoming Cabinet advisors to Ministers Byrne, Blears and Balls. 
Without getting stuck on the Bs, can the Minister tell us, in the interests of equality, why a 
Muslim men’s group has not been established to work with the Government, as that 
might be part of the problem? 

Baroness Andrews: My Lords, as the noble Baroness well knows, we work with 
women because they are underrepresented as leaders in the community. They 
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have a great deal to give and have a great reach into those communities. Our 
leadership programmes concentrate on women for that very reason. She will know 
that men in the Muslim communities—this is a rather mischievous question—are 
very well represented. Of course, we engage through NMWAG and through our 
interfaith work with all members of the community, and having young people 
helping Cabinet Ministers is an extremely progressive way forward. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81209-
0001.htm#08120935000429  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

David Amess (Southend West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, on what occasions he has condemned (a) suicide and (b) other 
terrorist attacks in Israel; if he will place in the Library a copy of each such statement; and 
if he will make a statement. [transferred, 242696] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81210w01.htm  
 
David Amess (Southend West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in 
his Department have had with the government of Israel on suicide bombings in Israel; 
what recent representations he has received on the subject; and if he will make a 
statement. [242689] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81210w01.htm  
 
Eddie McGrady (South Down): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of the effects of restrictions 
placed on the movements of seminarians in Jerusalem by the Israeli authorities in the 
Christmas period; and if he will make a statement. 242811] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81210w01.htm  
 
Eddie McGrady (South Down): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent assessment he has made of the rights of Christians 
in the Palestinian territories with regard to (a) housing, (b) employment, (c) travel and (d) 
access to their property and lands.[242933] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81210w01.htm  
 
Eddie McGrady (South Down): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what reports he has received of the incident on 23 November 
2008 during which the Papal Nuncio in Israel, Archbishop Antonio Franco, was banned 
by Israeli authorities from entering Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [242935] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81210w01.htm  
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Consultations    (closing date)    

Monitoring of Cross-border charities (23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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