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I refer to our correspondence on 11 March 2015 about my reply to Parliamentary Question
S40-04094 lodged by Bob Doris MSP.

In my reply, I incorrectly stated There has been a 15 per cent decrease in anti-Semitic
incidents, which is a 35 per cent decrease from the year before.' I should have stated There
has been a 15 per cent decrease in religiously aggravated hate crime since 2012-13, and a
35 per cent decrease since 2011-12.'

I am sorry for any concern or distress that was caused by this mistake.

The data that I quoted is from the latest Hate Crime statistics from the Crown Office and
Procurator Fiscal Service (June 2014) which showed that in 2013-14,587 charges were
reported with a religious aggravation under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act
2003. This was a 15% decrease compared to 2012-13 and a 35% decrease since 2011-12.
There was also a decrease in charges where conduct was derogatory towards Judaism from
27 charges (4% of the total) in 2012-13 to nine charges (2% of the total) in 2013-14.

The Scottish Government is well aware through our partnership with Police Scotland and
SCoJeC that, during 2014, there was an increase in reported incidents of anti-Semitism in
Scotland, and across the UK. This is unacceptable. We will not tolerate any form of racial or
religious prejudice, including anti-Semitism, and we are committed to tackling all forms of
hate crime using the full force of the law.

I would like to advise you that I have asked for the correction above to be included in the
Official Report and I have also written to Bob Doris MSP and the Presiding Officer Tricia
Marwick MSP as per parliamentary procedure to highlight this correction.
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As previously stated, I would be happy to meet with you to discuss this matter further. If you
would like to meet, please contact my Assistant Private Secretary, David Smith, by email at
mea@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or on 0131 2444828 to make the necessary arrangements.
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