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WE ARE EXTREMELY PROUD OF 

CALDERWOOD - FIRST MINISTER SALMOND 

SIGN HERE: First Minister Alex Salmond 

signs the visitors book at Calderwood 

Lodge Primary School, watched by 

Chloe Egelnick, Zoe Wolfson, Jack Yedd 

and Harry Levitus  

 

SCOTLAND'S First Minister Alex Salmond voiced his approval of faith 
schools at a meeting with community representatives at the Jewish 

Community Centre on Wednesday.  

Speaking after visiting Calderwood Lodge Jewish Primary School, he said: 
"Calderwood is a very special school and we are extremely proud to have it.  

"If people visited it they would see how marvellous it is and their attitudes towards 
faith schools would change."  

Mr Salmond, making his first visit to the community since becoming First Minister, 

had asked the Scottish Jewish Community Council to organise the meetings.  

At Calderwood, he was welcomed by house leaders Chloe Egelnick, Harry Levitus, 

Zoe Wolfson and Jack Yedd and head teacher Christine Haughney.  

After signing the visitors' book, he sat in on a primary seven Ivrit lesson and 
discussed the story of Joseph with the pupils.  

At the same time guests, including John Wilson, East Renfrewshire director of 
education, were told about Chanucah by Gabrielle Barmack and heard children 

perform songs in the main hall.  

Mr Salmond joined the assembly and watched Gil Banks from primary seven light 
the menorah. He was presented with a menorah by pupil Mimi Black.  
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FIRST FOR GIFFNOCK: First Minister, 

Alex Salmond, centre, at Giffnock 

Synagogue, with, from left, Rabbi 

Moshe Rubin, chairman Eliot Leviten, 

Glasgow Jewish Representative Council 

president Philip Mendelsohn and 

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 

director, Ephraim Borowski  

At the Community Centre in Giffnock, the First Minister met representatives from all 
sectors of the community.  

When asked if he would go on the next Scottish schools' visit to Auschwitz he 

pledged that if he was not free, he would try to make sure there was a government 
and Scottish Parliament presence.  

In response to questions about the lack of teaching on other faiths in schools and 
religious and racial intolerance, Mr Salmond said: "Education is a great means of 

tackling prejudice, but you have to be clever about how you use it in order to get 
the message across.  

"Faith and diversity should be celebrated. We have to mobilise aspects of Scottish 

culture and history.  

"True Scots are not racist or prejudiced. There are always ways to combat 

sectarianism and intolerance. There is still a long way to go in terms of attitudes in 
society, but I think we are winning."  

On the subject of funding for increased security costs for communal buildings, Mr 

Salmond told the representatives to approach the Scottish government for help.  

Mr Salmond, who was thanked by Representative Council honorary vice-president 

Stephen Kliner, who chaired the meeting, said that he was looking forward to 
returning in February to address the community at the Glasgow Jewish Education 

Forum meeting. 
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