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REMEMBERING SHOAH... WITH A SARDINE TIN 
 

    

It's a family affair at the launch of Rev 

Ernest Levy's second book in the 

Scottish Parliament. From left, nephew 

Ian Ryder, Ken Macintosh MSP, 

grandson Ari, Rev Levy, daughter Judy, 

granddaughter Malki, son Robert and 

daughter-in-law Rosannah 

 

THE Rev Ernest Levy, former cantor of Giffnock and Newlands Hebrew 
Congregation, recreated a moment from his Holocaust experiences at the 

launch of his second book, The Single Light.  

He produced the sardine tin that was used as a candleholder to banish the 
darkness in a barn crammed with concentration camp inmates on their way to 

Belsen.  

Lighting the candle in front of an audience of family, friends, members of the 

community and MSPs and others, he explained: “You might not realise it, but the 
difference between a single light and total darkness is tremendous.  

“We were there in such terrible conditions and managed to use this tin to give us 

light. We sang Maoz Tzur and it gave us hope.”  

The event was held in a committee room at the Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh.  

Speaking about the launch of his book, he said: “To stand here in the Scottish 

Parliament surrounded by family friends and important people is a fantastic 
wonderful moment for me.  
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“I have never felt so Scottish in my life. We put our roots down here 45 years ago 

and have never had any regrets. Scotland is all about wonderful, helpful decent 
people.  

Reverend Ernest Levy with Ken 

Macintosh, MSP who hosted the launch 

of Reverend Levy's book  

“This is actually the second launch of a Single Light. The first launch was at the 

beginning of history when the human soul was added to our physical structure.”  

Rev Levy thanked David Spear, who had compiled and adapted the book from his 
diary, Ken Macintosh MSP for Eastwood, who hosted the event, his daughter Judy 

and others who had helped bring the book to fruition.  

Ken Macintosh, opening the launch said: “Ernest is a real gentleman and a 

remarkable man for many reasons. If you know something of his ordeal you 
realise that it is really remarkable that his humanity, warmth, decency and dignity 

have survived.”  

Among those attending was Rev Levy’s son Robert who had travelled from London 
with his wife Rosannah and children Ari and Malki.  

He said that his father had never suppressed what had happened to him in the 
Holocaust and he had been brought up with his stories.  

Rosannah Levy added that Rev Levy had visited his grandchildren’s school in 

London to tell them about his experiences and had told them the story of the 
sardine can.  

Rev Levy’s daughter Judy, who lives in Edinburgh, told the Jewish Telegraph: “It’s 
wonderful that the book has come to fruition – I’m so proud of him. It has been 

two years from the beginning until now, with many disappointments along the way 
but he had total determination to have his story told.”  

The Single Light (Library of Holocaust Testimonies), published by Valentine 

Mitchell & Co, is available from January 31. Profits from the sales will go to Jewish 
Care Scotland and the Holocaust Educational Trust. 
 




