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SCOJEC REVIVING SMALLER 

COMMUNITIES 
By Sharon Mail 

 
ATTENDING Sunday's annual meeting of the Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities at Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation meant I could meet members 
of smaller communities, whom I'd contacted by email or phone previously.  
 
The 40 people present heard ScoJec secretary Professor Paul Spicker spoke of the 
benefits the organisation had brought to outlying communities and the roles played 
by Leah Granat, the public affairs officer and director Ephraim Borowski.  
 
Aberdeen-based Prof Spicker, a member of Dundee Hebrew Congregation, said: 
"ScoJec's formal role is with external contacts but it has taken on the task of bringing 
together the smaller communities.  
 
"It has brought us a lifeline and helped to revive the communities. We are now getting 
all sorts of contacts and ScoJec has made a huge difference, particularly through the 
work Leah does."  
 
Mr Borowski paid tribute to the vast amount of work and value to the community 
provided by Leah.  
 
Commenting on the support of the Board of Deputies, he said: "We are grateful for 
their support but it is very limited and the provinces at large are facing neglect.  
 
"The Board has to wake up to the fact that it needs to provide facilities for the Jewish 
communities as a whole. It is in its own interests too."  
 
Leah spoke about the various legislation and activities which had affected the Jewish 
community, including the Family Law Bill.  
 
ScoJec was very involved in making representations to the Scottish Parliament and 
executive about the new Bill to revise the disclosure system.  
 
She said about the Charity Register: "I am delighted that we have been able to alert 
five charities to the potential loss of charitable status.  
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"I would like to remind organisations that further lists will be published shortly and 
charities should ensure that the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator has their up-
to-date contact details."  
 
Leah also spoke about the wide range of contacts with other organisations and 
MEMO, the weekly briefing she provides to ethnic minority groups throughout 
Scotland.  
 
The Scottish Executive Equality Unit was providing funding to have the system 
upgraded to MEMO Plus.  
 
Treasurer Daniel Clapham thanked the organisations that had provided financial 
support to ScoJec and the Board of Deputies for its additional funding.  
 
ScoJec chairman John Cosgrove said: "We are running on a shoestring budget and 
it's dreadful that our funding isn't secure."  
He announced that Edward Green, who was Edinburgh's representative on the BoD, 
has agreed to help give advice on funding.  
 
Re-elected were: Chairman, John Cosgrove; vice chairmen, Dr Kenneth Collins 
(president of the Glasgow Jewish Representative Council), Hilary Rifkind (chairman 
of the board of management of Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation) and Frank House 
(representing the smaller communities); treasurer, Daniel Clapham; secretary, Prof 
Paul Spicker. Hon auditor, Lewis Osborne.  
 
The Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald, former moderator of the Church of Scotland, 
spoke to the audience on 'Reflections on Interfaith Dialogue'. 
 

 
 

John Cosgrove, Chair of the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities 
with guest speaker the Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald 

 
He spoke about being brought up between two cultures - his mother coming from 
London and his father from the Outer Hebrides - and the difficulties that can bring.  
 
He said: "I do recall some unkindness from fellow pupils to my accent. I have 
experienced the feeling of being different and the pain that can cause."  
 



Dr Macdonald praised Chief Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks' book The Dignity of 
Difference for recognising the diversity of cultures.  
 
He stressed the importance of different faiths discussing issues more openly but in a 
way that respects the differences.  
 
"We want to resist pushing religion behind closed doors and out of public view," he 
said with reference to the controversy over British Airways banning members of staff 
from wearing religious items.  
 
"Christians are offended by the notion that the wearing of a cross is offensive to 
others. We need to find a way of dealing with diversity."  
 
John Cosgrove and Lady Cosgrove sponsored the meal to mark their retirements.  
 
Catherine Lyons reported that Sukkat Shalom in Edinburgh was showing a steady 
rise in membership; Prof Paul Spicker said 30 people had attended Rosh Hashanah 
services in Dundee, a major improvement on how things were 10 years ago; Frank 
House advised that in Argyll and the Highlands there were many Jews scattered 
about, often wanting to know if there was somewhere in the area they could live 
where they could walk to a shul.  
 
Rabbi David Rose, minister of Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation, reported on behalf 
of the Aberdeen community that they were quite vibrant and holding activities; Philip 
Mason said that Edinburgh was increasingly seeking links with the east of Scotland 
communities and hoped to extend that to Dundee.  
 
The next ScoJec event is an Inter Communal Party to be held on Sunday, December 
17 (2-6pm) at Lochgilphead.  
 
The ScoJec online publication, The Four Corners, is published for all Jews in 
Scotland. The next edition comes out at Chanucah.  
 
For details on the Chanucah party and The Four Corners, contact Leah on 0141 638 
7550 or email j-scot@j-scot.org.uk 
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