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Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Global Talent Visa 
Patrick Harvie (Green) [S6W-30267] To ask the Scottish Government what discussions 
it has had with the UK Government regarding the possibility of designating Scottish bodies, 
including Creative Scotland, as endorsing bodies for the Global Talent Visa. 

Reply from Kaukab Stewart: While immigration is reserved, the Scottish 
Government is committed to seeking to work collaboratively with the new UK 
Government to ensure that the UK immigration system reflects Scotland’s distinct 
demographic, cultural and economic needs. The First Minister made this clear in 
his meeting with the new Prime Minister on Sunday 7 July and this was reinforced 
during an introductory meeting between the Home Secretary and the Cabinet 
Secretary for Social Justice on 29 September. 
In relation to Creative Scotland, Arts Council England currently endorse 
applications for the Global Talent Visa for the culture sector on a UK-wide basis. 
Creative Scotland is not currently seeking to become an endorsing body. Creative 
Scotland has a good working relationship with the international team at Arts Council 
England around mobility matters and engages with them on the process on an 
ongoing basis. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-
answers/question?ref=S6W-30267  
 

 

Scottish Parliament Motions 

Maggie Chapman (Green) [S6M-14823] Free Bus Travel for Asylum Seekers – That 
the Parliament believes that the Scottish Government should extend free bus travel to 
people seeking asylum as soon as possible and at least before the end of the current 
parliamentary session. 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823 
 
Claire Baker (Labour) [S6M-14823.1] Free Bus Travel for Asylum Seekers – As an 
amendment to motion S6M-14823 in the name of Maggie Chapman (Free Bus Travel for 
Asylum Seekers), insert at end ", and further believes that public transport should be 
affordable, accessible and reliable for everyone." 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823-1  
 
Sue Webber (Conservative) [S6M-14823.2] Free Bus Travel for Asylum Seekers – As 
an amendment to motion S6M-14823 in the name of Maggie Chapman (Free Bus Travel 
for Asylum Seekers), leave out from "extend" to end and insert "ensure that there are 
reliable and affordable bus services in every community across Scotland; acknowledges 
that the Scottish Government has failed to make the ‘public transport network cleaner, 
smarter and more accessible than ever before’, as was the stated aim of the Transport 
(Scotland) Act 2019, and calls on the Scottish Government to introduce a national £2 bus 
fare for any single ticket on a bus route, to fully support the Community Bus Fund to allow 
local authorities to propose bus services in their area, and to implement integrated ticketing 
across all public transport.” 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823-2  
 
Fiona Hyslop (SNP) [S6M-14823.3] Free Bus Travel for Asylum Seekers – As an 
amendment to motion S6M-14823 in the name of Maggie Chapman (Free Bus Travel for 
Asylum Seekers), insert at end ", and urges the UK Government to provide adequate 
financial support to local authorities and asylum seekers to ensure that they are not pushed  

 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-30267
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-30267
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823-1
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823-2
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further into hardship." 
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823-3  
 
 

UK Parliament, House of Commons Written Answer:  
Channel Migrants 

Undocumented Migrants: English Channel 
Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [6951] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
how many irregular migrants that have arrived by small boat have been granted asylum in 
each of the last five years. 

Reply from Angela Eagle: The Home Office publishes statistics on detected small 
boat arrivals to the UK in the ‘Irregular migration to the UK statistics’ release. Data 
on initial decisions on asylum applications from small boat arrivals, including the 
number granted, is published in table Irr_D03 of the ‘Irregular migration to the UK 
detailed datasets’ with the latest data up to the end of June 2024. Data for July to 
September 2024 will be published in November 2024. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6951  
 
 

UK Parliament, House of Commons Written Answer: Ukraine 

Homes for Ukraine Scheme: Visas 
Christopher Chope (Conservative) [7401] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, how many visa applications under the Homes for Ukraine Scheme are 
awaiting a decision; and how many of these have been outstanding for more than (a) 6 
and (b) 12 weeks. 

Reply from Seema Malhotra: The number of applications currently awaiting a 
decision under the Homes for Ukraine Scheme is published weekly and can be 
found at: Ukraine Family Scheme, Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme (Homes for 
Ukraine) and Ukraine Extension Scheme visa data. 
The Home Office does not publish data on the number of applications outstanding 
for more than 6 and 12 weeks. However, the Homes for Ukraine Scheme has a 
Service Level Agreement of 15 days for straightforward applications. 
Additionally, the transparency data published 22 August 2024 does include a range 
of processing data and the latest data can be found at: Visas and citizenship data: 
Q2 2024. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7401  
 
 

UK Parliament, House of Commons Written Answers:  
Other Immigration and Asylum 

Immigration 
Neil Coyle (Labour) [5585] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what 
plans her Department has to review exceptional circumstances criteria. 

Reply from Seema Malhotra: Where an applicant is not able to meet all the core 
eligibility requirements in the family Rules under Appendix FM of the Immigration 
Rules, including the financial requirement, the application will receive consideration 
of whether there are exceptional circumstances which would render refusal a 
breach of Article 8 (the right to respect for private land and family life) of the 
European   Convention   on   Human   Rights   (ECHR).   This  involves  considering  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/votes-and-motions/S6M-14823-3
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/irregular-migration-to-the-uk-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/irregular-migration-detailed-dataset-and-summary-tables#detailed-datasets
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/irregular-migration-detailed-dataset-and-summary-tables#detailed-datasets
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6951
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-family-scheme-application-data/ukraine-family-scheme-and-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme-homes-for-ukraine-visa-data--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-family-scheme-application-data/ukraine-family-scheme-and-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme-homes-for-ukraine-visa-data--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visas-and-citizenship-data-q2-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/visas-and-citizenship-data-q2-2024
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7401
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whether refusal would result in unjustifiably harsh consequences for the applicant 
or their family. 
The exceptional circumstances test is long established in case law and has been 
approved by the Supreme Court as upholding our obligations under Article 8 of the 
ECHR. The government keeps all policies under review. 
For further information on how the test is considered, information can be found at 
pp.59-71 of the following guidance: Family life (as a partner or parent) and 
exceptional circumstances. 
For specific information on exceptional circumstances in the context of recourse to 
public funds, guidance can be found at pp.10-11 of the following guidance: 
Permitting access to public funds. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-12/5585 
 

Appendix FM, referred to above, can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-fm-family-members  
 

The guidance referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-private-life-
and-exceptional-circumstance/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-and-exceptional-
circumstances-accessible 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-to-public-funds-within-family-private-
life-and-hong-kong-bno-routes/permitting-access-to-public-funds  
 

Visas: Gaza 
Sarah Green (Liberal Democrat) [6657] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, if she will make an assessment of the potential merits of establishing a 
sponsorship visa scheme for people in Gaza. 

Reply from Seema Malhotra: The government is keeping all existing pathways 
under review in response to events in Gaza.  Currently, Palestinians who wish to 
join family members in the UK can do so via the existing range of routes available. 
Any application for a UK visa will be assessed against the requirements of the 
Immigration Rules. Immediate family members of British citizens and those settled 
in the UK who wish to come and live in the UK can apply under one of the existing 
family visa routes. 
There are also routes available for dependants of those who are in the UK on a 
work or student route. 
Individuals with protection status or settlement on a protection route may sponsor 
their partner or child (under 18), to join or stay with them in the UK, providing they 
formed part of the pre-flight family unit before the sponsor fled their country to seek 
protection. 
When the visa application has been received consideration will be given to 
compelling, compassionate and exceptional circumstances. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6657 
 

Visas: Lebanon 
Carla Denyer (Green) [7627] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if 
she will make it her policy to (a) create a Lebanese family scheme visa to enable immediate 
family members of British nationals to come to the UK and (b) waive (i) family visa income 
thresholds, (ii) English Language requirements and (iii) fees for such applications. 

Reply from Seema Malhotra: We are monitoring the situation in Lebanon closely 
and keeping all existing visa pathways under review. 
Lebanese nationals who wish to come to the UK should do so via the existing range 
of routes available. 
 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-12/5585
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-fm-family-members
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-private-life-and-exceptional-circumstance/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-and-exceptional-circumstances-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-private-life-and-exceptional-circumstance/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-and-exceptional-circumstances-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-private-life-and-exceptional-circumstance/family-life-as-a-partner-or-parent-and-exceptional-circumstances-accessible
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-to-public-funds-within-family-private-life-and-hong-kong-bno-routes/permitting-access-to-public-funds
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-to-public-funds-within-family-private-life-and-hong-kong-bno-routes/permitting-access-to-public-funds
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6657
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Any application for a UK visa will be assessed against the requirements of the 
Immigration Rules. 
Those who cannot meet all the eligibility requirements may still be granted 
permission where there are exceptional circumstances which mean refusal would 
result in unjustifiably harsh consequences for the applicant or their family. 
More information on all routes available for a person to apply to work, study or 
settle/join family in the UK can be found here: Visas and immigration 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7627 
 

Asylum: Republic of Ireland 
John Hayes (Conservative) [5258] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, how many asylum seekers have been sent from the Republic of Ireland to 
the United Kingdom in the last six months. 

Reply from Angela Eagle: Following our departure from the EU, the previous 
government agreed to an operational arrangement with Ireland which allows for the 
return and readmission of asylum seekers. Ireland has not returned anyone to the 
UK under these arrangements in the last six months. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-11/5258  
 

The following two questions both received the same answer 
Children in Care: Asylum 

Neil O’Brien (Conservative) [7534] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how 
many and what proportion of looked after children were unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
children in each local authority in each month since January 2017. 

Care Leavers: Asylum 
Neil O’Brien (Conservative) [7535] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how 
many and what proportion of people in leaving care services were former unaccompanied 
asylum-seeking children in each local authority in each month since January 2017. 

Reply from Janet Daby: Information on the number of looked after children, 
including unaccompanied asylum-seeking children, is submitted to the department 
on an annual basis and is published at local authority level in the department’s 
statistical release, which can be found here:  
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-
after-in-england-including-adoptions  
Information on the numbers and proportion of unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
children at 31 March in the years 2017 to 2023 is attached. Figures are produced 
on an annual rather than monthly basis. 
Information on the number of care leavers who were former unaccompanied 
asylum-seeking children is submitted to the department on an annual basis and is 
routinely published at national level in the department’s statistical release, which 
can be found here:  
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-
after-in-england-including-adoptions   
Information on the numbers and proportion of care leavers who were former 
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children at 31 March by local authority for the 
years 2017 to 2023 is attached. 
Information on a monthly basis is not held centrally by the department. 
Care leavers, Unaccompanied Asylum-seeker Status 

Children. Unaccompanied Asylum-seeker Status 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7534  
and 
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7535  
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fbrowse%2Fvisas-immigration&data=05%7C02%7CLara.Caneppele%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7Cccab461b06dd4b59cb4808dc70f6b983%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C638509452192983436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8pt8zetpxUcDWaIVwq3hhriTMHEOBTSpvxGXNpgXlbQ%3D&reserved=0
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7627
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-11/5258
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions
https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1731960/original/7534_7535_attachment_number_and_proportion_care_leavers_previous_unaccompanied_asylum_seeking_children_status_since_2017_by_local_authority.xls
https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1731960/original/7534_7535_attachment_number_and_proportion_care_leavers_previous_unaccompanied_asylum_seeking_children_status_since_2017_by_local_authority.xls
https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1731960/original/7534_7535_attachment_number_and_proportion_looked_after_children_previous_unaccompanied_asylum_seeking_children_status_since_2017_by_local_authority.xls
https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1731960/original/7534_7535_attachment_number_and_proportion_looked_after_children_previous_unaccompanied_asylum_seeking_children_status_since_2017_by_local_authority.xls
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7534
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/7535
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Undocumented Migrants: Housing 
Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [6952] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
if she will publish a constituency level breakdown of where all irregular migrants are being 
housed including accommodation type. 

Reply from Angela Eagle: Data on the number of supported asylum seekers in 
accommodation, by local authority and accommodation type, can be found within 
the Asy_D11 tab for our most recent stats release: Immigration system statistics 
data tables. 
The Government is determined to restore order to the asylum system so that it 
operates swiftly, firmly and fairly. This includes identifying a range of options to 
reduce the use of hotels over time and ensuring efficiency and value for money 
across all accommodation arrangements. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6952  
 

Asylum: Homelessness 
Deidre Costigan (Labour) [5718] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
what steps she is taking to prevent people becoming homeless after leaving asylum 
accommodation. 

Reply from Angela Eagle: Individuals granted asylum are able to work and access 
mainstream services that support their integration. We are working across 
Government to ensure smooth transition into work and to ensure these services 
meet the needs of all newly granted refugees. Those refused asylum and whose 
appeal rights are exhausted are expected to leave the United Kingdom. 
All asylum seekers have access to a 24/7 AIRE (Advice, Issue Reporting and 
Eligibility) service provided for the Home Office by Migrant Help. Migrant Help or 
their partner organisation support all individuals when they receive a decision on 
their asylum claim. This support includes providing advice on employment and 
signposting to local authorities for assistance. 
We continue to work with colleagues at the Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government to understand rough sleeping and homelessness pressures 
within local authorities. We share enhanced data sets (the Place Based Visibility 
tool - PBVT) with local authorities and statutory partners which we are continuing 
to develop further. The PBVT is complimented by the Discontinuation Prediction 
Tool (DPT) which is shared weekly; this data provides a real time view of 
discontinuation notices likely to be served in the next following 4-6 weeks. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-12/5718  
 

Asylum: Detention Centres 
Simon Opher (Labour) [6675] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
by what criteria asylum seekers are housed in detention centres. 

Reply from Angela Eagle: Asylum seekers may be detained for immigration 
purposes only in accordance with Home Office detention policy, as set out in the 
Detention General Instructions, the Adults at Risk in Immigration Detention 
guidance and the Detained Asylum Casework guidance. 
There are various factors which influence a decision to detain, as set out in 
published policy. In asylum cases concerning Foreign National Offenders, there 
may be a higher risk of absconding and harm to the public on release and therefore 
it will normally be appropriate to detain as long as there is a realistic prospect of 
removal with a reasonable timescale. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6675  
 

Deportation 
Rupert Lowe (Reform UK) [6945] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department,  
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fstatistical-data-sets%2Fimmigration-system-statistics-data-tables%23asylum-and-resettlement&data=05%7C02%7CASRA-briefingcorrespondence%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C6c6edb31cda5445a76a108dce6a8acdd%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C638638859326904913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9QiEAlCWPJZGlzpoDBvnph92nvkeIVi%2B60VcVf%2B5UOY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fstatistical-data-sets%2Fimmigration-system-statistics-data-tables%23asylum-and-resettlement&data=05%7C02%7CASRA-briefingcorrespondence%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7C6c6edb31cda5445a76a108dce6a8acdd%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C638638859326904913%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9QiEAlCWPJZGlzpoDBvnph92nvkeIVi%2B60VcVf%2B5UOY%3D&reserved=0
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6952
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-12/5718
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6675
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how many people have been deported by country of destination on each day this year. 
Reply from Angela Eagle: The Home Office publishes data on individuals who are 
returned from the UK as a part of the “Immigrations Systems Statistics Quarterly 
Release”. The total number of enforced returns of individuals by destination can be 
found in table Ret_D02 of the “returns detailed datasets”. The Home Office 
publishes this data quarterly, with the latest data up to the end of June 2024. Data 
for July to September 2024 will be published in November 2024. The Home Office 
does not publish daily returns of individuals. 
Deportations are a specific subset of enforced returns which are enforced either 
following a criminal conviction or when it is judged that a person’s removal from the 
UK is conducive to the public good. The deportation order prohibits the person 
returning to the UK until such time as it may be revoked. The Home office publishes 
data on enforced returns but not deportations. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6945 
 
 

UK Parliament, House of Lords Oral Answers 

Illegal Migrants 
Baroness McIntosh of Pickering (Conservative): To ask His Majesty’s Government 
what assessment they have made of the numbers of illegal migrants entering Britain since 
early July, and what steps they are taking to end the illegal movement of migrants across 
the Channel. 

Reply from the Minister of State, Home Office (Lord Hanson of Flint): Small 
boat arrivals since 5 July are currently 6% below what they were this time last year, 
and are the lowest for this period since 2021. We are determined to end the 
dangerous and unnecessary crossings by smashing criminal gangs that profit from 
them. We have launched the border security command with up to £75 million in 
new investment to build capability, taking that fight to criminals in Europe and 
beyond. 

Baroness McIntosh of Pickering I welcome the noble Lord to his position. On one day 
this week more than 970 migrants crossed the channel. Up to 745,000 illegal migrants are 
currently in the UK. One in 100 of the population—more than in any other European 
country—is a migrant in this country. Against that background, and with an alleged £6 
billion overspend on asylum seekers, is it the Government’s policy to continue to house 
migrants in hotels for another three years? 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: I am grateful to the noble Baroness for her 
welcome. She will know that it is in everybody’s interests to ensure both that we 
reduce crossings, which is why we have the border command in place, and that if 
people are here illegally and are caught they face the consequences; that is a prime 
government responsibility. As for asylum support, hotel accommodation is down 
14% over this year. One of this Government’s objectives is to ensure that we reduce 
hotel accommodation, because it is an expensive way of housing people and a 
difficult way of tackling this problem. Maybe the noble Baroness would like to ask 
some former Ministers from her party why the figure went up in the first place to 
that level of asylum accommodation. 

Lord Alton of Liverpool (Crossbench): Has the Minister seen the 12th increase in 
consecutive years to a staggering 120 million people displaced worldwide? In Sudan 
alone, since the start of the war in 2023, another 7.5 million people, now 10 million, have 
become displaced. Does he not agree that if we are ever going to tackle this problem 
seriously, we have to get to the root causes? Can we in the United Kingdom use our 
convening power to bring together the great nations to find solutions to this terrible 
tragedy? 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immigration-statistics-quarterly-release
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/immigration-system-statistics-data-tables#returns
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-04/6945


 8 

 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: The noble Lord hits a very strong button on that 
issue. He will know, I hope, that my right honourable friend the Home 
Secretary visited Italy only this week—or maybe at the end of last week—for a 
meeting of the G7 that looked at the whole issue of tackling criminal gangs, but also 
at some of the long-term underlying causes and why those movements are taking 
place. It is in all our interests to ensure that we tackle that, and stop the flow that 
then falls prey to those criminal gangs that exploit very vulnerable people from 
countries such as the one he mentioned. Those gangs take money from them for a 
visit that is futile because, if they are in this country illegally and do not have asylum 
claims, they will be returned to their home nation. 

Lord Dubs (Labour): My Lords, I welcome the thrust of what my noble friend said, but I 
ask him to confirm that we must be careful about the use of “illegal” as applied to people 
who have crossed the channel. The traffickers are reprehensible people, but that does not 
mean that anybody who comes across the channel is an illegal person. They are still 
entitled to claim asylum. 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: Absolutely—my noble friend makes a valid 
point. My concern is that criminal gangs exploit people who either wish to come 
here illegally or are being duped when they potentially have legal asylum routes. 
We need to tackle those gangs at source, which is why we have put £75 million into 
border control, why we are working with international partners to deal with those 
issues, and why, slow though progress is initially, we will make an indent in that 
criminal gang activity. 

Lord German (Liberal Democrat): My Lords, the Minister referred to people who are 
duped and who are entitled to come to this country if they are fleeing for their lives. 
Although it is absolutely right that the Government should smash the gangs and reduce 
their opportunities, surely if we offer people a safe route to this country—when they are 
entitled because they are fleeing for their lives —that would reduce the demand that is met 
by these criminal gangs. Therefore, what consideration have the Government given to 
developing a pilot for a capped refugee travel permit for high grant-rate countries? I draw 
attention to my interests in the register: I am supported by the RAMP Project. 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: The noble Lord will know that there are a range 
of legal migration routes into this country and a range of ways in which individuals 
can claim asylum in this country. We have a number of schemes to bring to this 
country people who face terror at home; I note the Ukraine scheme. However, he 
needs to know that it is the absolute priority of the Government to ensure that we 
have managed and controlled migration. That involves tackling criminal gangs that 
exploit vulnerable people who potentially have legal routes and, in some cases, 
those who do not. We need to look at this in the round with our international 
partners, and that is what this Government will do. 

Lord Sharpe of Epsom (Conservative): My Lords, the newly appointed head of border 
command, Martin Hewitt—we wish him well—said that deterrence is “always going to be 
part of the … picture”.  
The Irish Government said that the previous Government’s Rwanda plan was an effective 
deterrent, which, of course, was an aim stated in the Bill. Given this summer’s ongoing 
arrivals, the apparent lack of any returns or new agreements, the frequent tragic events in 
the channel, and the obvious lack of any deterrence at all, will the Minister agree that 
ripping up the Rwanda Act and the treaty was perhaps a tad rash? 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: I hate to disappoint the noble Lord, but no, I do 
not think it was a tad rash. The Rwanda scheme cost £700 million, four people went 
to Rwanda as a result of it—voluntarily—and boat arrivals increased in the period 
between January and July this year, when the Rwanda scheme was operating. The 
noble Lord is wrong. It is smoke and mirrors to think that Rwanda was helpful to 
this situation: it was not.  In  his  job  in  the  Home  Office,  he  should  have  secured  
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action on criminal gangs, but his Government failed to do so. 
Lord Green of Deddington (Crossbench): My Lords, will the Minister confirm that the 
amount of legal net migration is 10 or more times that of illegal migration? When will the 
present Government take action to deal with the legacy of the previous Government? 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: As my noble friend Lady Smith of Malvern said, 
legal migration is people who come to university, who come to create jobs and who 
bring skills to this country. We need that managed migration, and to ensure that 
illegal migration is cracked down on. That is the objective of the Government: to 
ensure that we have a sensible net migration target that we can control, at the same 
time as making sure that illegal migration and the criminal gangs that exploit people 
are tackled. This will be a difficult process—nobody said it is easy—but border 
control and border command have focused us on doing that. We will take action to 
ensure that we use migration for the benefit of the UK economy. 

Baroness Lister of Burtersett (Labour): Further to what my noble friend Lord Dubs said, 
can my noble friend the Minister confirm that asylum seekers are not illegal migrants and 
that the adjective “irregular” better recognises the humanity of migrants than “illegal” does? 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: I say again to my noble friend that the 
Government accept that we have an international obligation to continue to examine 
and approve legitimate asylum claims. It is a core part of this Government’s task to 
make sure that we do that, but in a much quicker, more efficient and more 
productive way than the previous Government did over the last 14 years. We have 
had backlogs of asylum claims that my right honourable friend the Home Secretary 
has now pledged to tackle. At the same time, yes, there will be people who wish to 
enter the United Kingdom illegally, and that is not acceptable. There are legal routes 
for migration and asylum that should be encouraged and adopted. Proper decisions 
should be taken. I cannot stand by and allow criminal gangs to exploit vulnerable 
people and to bring them across the channel. That is why we have established 
border command and will continue to focus on that as a matter of priority. … 

Baroness Hoey (Non-affiliated): I thank the noble Lord. I ask the Minister, in all 
seriousness, whether anybody in the Government has talked to the French authorities 
about the conditions that many of those migrants are living in just across the sea. Anyone 
in this House would realise that, if they are living in those kinds of conditions and they 
know what is going to happen in terms of their living conditions if they manage to get to 
the United Kingdom, that is a huge pull factor. Surely the French Government have to take 
into consideration the human rights of those migrants, as we do in this country. 

Reply from Lord Hanson of Flint: I first visited camps in Calais when I was 
shadow Immigration Minister in November 2014. The route then was via lorries and 
Eurostar trains, rather than small boats. The conditions were terrible then and they 
are terrible now. We need discussions with our colleagues in France. There is no 
current bilateral agreement with France on this issue following the decisions of 
Brexit, but we are engaged. The noble Baroness will know that my right honourable 
friend the Prime Minister has met the French authorities, as my right honourable 
friend the Home Secretary has the G7 nations. We are pledged to work to end this 
crisis, and we will. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-10-09/debates/60F7EDDD-3EC4-4BF6-82FE-
1AEC24F3B52D/IllegalMigrants  
 
 

New Publications 

Updated: Monthly monitoring of entry clearance visa applications 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/monthly-entry-clearance-visa-
applications/monthly-monitoring-of-entry-clearance-visa-applications 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-10-09/debates/60F7EDDD-3EC4-4BF6-82FE-1AEC24F3B52D/IllegalMigrants
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2024-10-09/debates/60F7EDDD-3EC4-4BF6-82FE-1AEC24F3B52D/IllegalMigrants
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/monthly-entry-clearance-visa-applications/monthly-monitoring-of-entry-clearance-visa-applications
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/monthly-entry-clearance-visa-applications/monthly-monitoring-of-entry-clearance-visa-applications
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Monthly entry clearance visa applications: data tables, September 2024 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67055279366f494ab2e7b51c/monthl
y-entry-clearance-visa-applications-data_tables-sep-2024.ods  

 
Updated: Migrants detected crossing the English Channel in small boats – last 7 days 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-
in-small-boats/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats-last-7-days 
 
Updated: Ukraine Family Scheme, Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme (Homes for 
Ukraine) and Ukraine Extension Scheme visa data 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-family-scheme-application-data/ukraine-
family-scheme-and-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme-homes-for-ukraine-visa-data--2  
 
 

News: Channel Migrants 

UN says 2024 is deadliest year for Channel migrants 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj9j8r8z90wo   
 
How many people cross the Channel in small boats and how many claim asylum? 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-53699511   
 
There’s a simple reason why Britain is the illegal migration capital of Europe 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/08/british-state-is-enabling-illegal-migration-
channel-boats/  
 
No Channel migrant deal if UK quits ECHR, say Brussels sources 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/06/no-channel-migrant-deal-if-uk-quits-echr-
brussels-sources/  
 
 

News: Other Immigration and Asylum 

Labour must prove it has a migrant policy 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/10/07/labour-must-prove-it-has-migrant-policy-
illegal-echr-rwanda/  
 
How many migrants come to the UK and where do they come from? 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/migrants-numbers-countries-uk-data-gnw8mkh0r  
 
Net migration to fall but will still be more than pre-Brexit 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/net-migration-to-fall-but-will-still-be-more-
than-pre-brexit-bl5s3sg7z  
 
Britain has most illegal migrants in Europe, study finds 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/07/britain-has-most-illegal-migrants-in-
europe-study-finds/  
 
Immigration numbers are unsustainable  
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/10/08/immigration-numbers-unsustainable-
boat-crossings-ons-labour/  
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67055279366f494ab2e7b51c/monthly-entry-clearance-visa-applications-data_tables-sep-2024.ods
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67055279366f494ab2e7b51c/monthly-entry-clearance-visa-applications-data_tables-sep-2024.ods
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats-last-7-days
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats/migrants-detected-crossing-the-english-channel-in-small-boats-last-7-days
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-family-scheme-application-data/ukraine-family-scheme-and-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme-homes-for-ukraine-visa-data--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-family-scheme-application-data/ukraine-family-scheme-and-ukraine-sponsorship-scheme-homes-for-ukraine-visa-data--2
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj9j8r8z90wo
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-53699511
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/08/british-state-is-enabling-illegal-migration-channel-boats/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/08/british-state-is-enabling-illegal-migration-channel-boats/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/06/no-channel-migrant-deal-if-uk-quits-echr-brussels-sources/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/06/no-channel-migrant-deal-if-uk-quits-echr-brussels-sources/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/10/07/labour-must-prove-it-has-migrant-policy-illegal-echr-rwanda/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/10/07/labour-must-prove-it-has-migrant-policy-illegal-echr-rwanda/
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/migrants-numbers-countries-uk-data-gnw8mkh0r
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/net-migration-to-fall-but-will-still-be-more-than-pre-brexit-bl5s3sg7z
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/net-migration-to-fall-but-will-still-be-more-than-pre-brexit-bl5s3sg7z
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/07/britain-has-most-illegal-migrants-in-europe-study-finds/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/07/britain-has-most-illegal-migrants-in-europe-study-finds/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/10/08/immigration-numbers-unsustainable-boat-crossings-ons-labour/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2024/10/08/immigration-numbers-unsustainable-boat-crossings-ons-labour/
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Drop in foreign student visas worrying for UK universities 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdd4p62nyg8o  
 
Housing group supports Afghan medical students banned from studying 
https://www.scotsman.com/education/housing-group-supports-afghan-medical-students-
banned-from-studying-4813473  
 
Children being traumatised at Gatwick deportation centre, finds watchdog  
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/oct/11/children-traumatised-gatwick-
deportation-centre-finds-watchdog  
 
Free asylum seeker bus travel scheme back by 2026 - Hyslop 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c79nj1yxrq4o  
 
U-turn call on free bus travel for asylum seekers 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cr4xk7vw7ywo 
 
Scottish Greens to force vote on free bus passes for Asylum Seekers 
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24634557.scottish-greens-force-vote-free-bus-
passes-asylum-seekers/  
 
ScotGov could reverse u-turn on free asylum bus travel 
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24642058.scotgov-reverse-u-turn-free-asylum-bus-travel/  
 
SNP accused of 'false promises' after ditching plan to offer free bus travel to 
asylum seekers 
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/snp-accused-false-promises-after-33854915  
 
Calls for ScotGov to restore free bus travel plans for asylum seekers 
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24638394.calls-scotgov-restore-free-bus-travel-
plans-asylum-seekers/  
 
Scottish Government urged to restore free bus passes for asylum seekers policy 
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/articles/scottish-
government-urged-to-restore-free-bus-passes-for-asylum-seekers-policy  
 
Why free bus travel for asylum seekers matters 
https://scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/free-bus-travel/  
 
Jenrick says he regrets order to paint over murals 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn4zpxkm9lzo  
 
Robert Jenrick admits regret over cartoon mural removal at child migrant processing 
centre 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/jenrick-tory-leadership-migrants-b2627724.html  
 
Jenrick suggests he regrets removing Disney murals from asylum-seeker centre  
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2024/oct/11/robert-jenrick-tory-leadership-james-
cleverly-shadow-cabinet  
 
The impact of immigration: Pros and Cons 
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/the-times-view/article/the-times-view-on-the-impact-
of-immigration-pros-and-cons-p7dkxk72b   

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdd4p62nyg8o
https://www.scotsman.com/education/housing-group-supports-afghan-medical-students-banned-from-studying-4813473
https://www.scotsman.com/education/housing-group-supports-afghan-medical-students-banned-from-studying-4813473
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/oct/11/children-traumatised-gatwick-deportation-centre-finds-watchdog
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/oct/11/children-traumatised-gatwick-deportation-centre-finds-watchdog
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c79nj1yxrq4o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cr4xk7vw7ywo
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24634557.scottish-greens-force-vote-free-bus-passes-asylum-seekers/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24634557.scottish-greens-force-vote-free-bus-passes-asylum-seekers/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24642058.scotgov-reverse-u-turn-free-asylum-bus-travel/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/politics/snp-accused-false-promises-after-33854915
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24638394.calls-scotgov-restore-free-bus-travel-plans-asylum-seekers/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24638394.calls-scotgov-restore-free-bus-travel-plans-asylum-seekers/
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/articles/scottish-government-urged-to-restore-free-bus-passes-for-asylum-seekers-policy
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/articles/scottish-government-urged-to-restore-free-bus-passes-for-asylum-seekers-policy
https://scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/free-bus-travel/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn4zpxkm9lzo
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/jenrick-tory-leadership-migrants-b2627724.html
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2024/oct/11/robert-jenrick-tory-leadership-james-cleverly-shadow-cabinet
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2024/oct/11/robert-jenrick-tory-leadership-james-cleverly-shadow-cabinet
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/the-times-view/article/the-times-view-on-the-impact-of-immigration-pros-and-cons-p7dkxk72b
https://www.thetimes.com/comment/the-times-view/article/the-times-view-on-the-impact-of-immigration-pros-and-cons-p7dkxk72b
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How anti-immigration sentiment is driving UK towards Brexit-like act of economic 
self-harm 
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/anti-immigration-sentiment-brexit-
population-scotland-uk-economic-self-harm-4815892 
 
Free holiday or visa chaos? Housesitting firm accused of misleading advice after 
claims of deportations  
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/oct/13/housesitting-firm-accused-of-
misleading-advice-after-claims-of-deportations  
 
How Cara helped a Ukrainian refugee start a new life in Glasgow 
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/24639677.cara-helped-ukrainian-
refugee-start-new-life-glasgow/  
 
Scots couple's 'love at first sight' marriage rocked by agonising 11-month visa delay 
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scots-couples-love-first-sight-33875689 
 
How 'tape letters' kept families in Scotland and Pakistan in touch 
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/crr5el1ezwdo  

TOP 

 

Community Relations 

UK Parliament, House of Commons Written Answer 

Community Relations 
John Glen (Conservative) [5285] To ask the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government, what assessment she has made of the contribution of 
multiculturism to communities; and what steps her Department is taking to promote social 
cohesion. 

Reply from Alex Norris: This Government is committed to working with 
communities around the UK to build a culture of cohesion, trust and mutual respect. 
Building strong relationships and creating spaces and opportunities to bring people 
from different walks of life together is vital to fostering strong communities. 
The appalling violence we saw exposed the deep-seated levels of division and 
decline felt in so many communities. We witnessed rife levels of Islamophobia and 
other forms of racism, leaving many people fearful, despite the immediate violence 
having abated. 
To support the recovery of those towns and cities affected, I am leading cross-
Government efforts to help places recover and build cohesion. As a first step in this 
work, we recently announced up to £15 million of funding for those communities 
which suffered such appalling violence and hatred on their streets. This includes a 
comprehensive support offer for Southport. We will rebuild our country by working 
in partnership with communities, to renew the ties that bind us. 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-11/5285 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/anti-immigration-sentiment-brexit-population-scotland-uk-economic-self-harm-4815892
https://www.scotsman.com/news/opinion/columnists/anti-immigration-sentiment-brexit-population-scotland-uk-economic-self-harm-4815892
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/oct/13/housesitting-firm-accused-of-misleading-advice-after-claims-of-deportations
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2024/oct/13/housesitting-firm-accused-of-misleading-advice-after-claims-of-deportations
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/24639677.cara-helped-ukrainian-refugee-start-new-life-glasgow/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/education/24639677.cara-helped-ukrainian-refugee-start-new-life-glasgow/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scots-couples-love-first-sight-33875689
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/crr5el1ezwdo
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-09-11/5285


 13 

 

 

News 

British Muslims deserve safety and belonging. War in Gaza has made us fear we’ll 
lose both 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/oct/07/british-muslims-safety-war-gaza  
 
A year marked by trauma and grief – and questions about what it means to be 
Jewish in Britain 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/oct/07/britain-jewish-year-israeli-palestinian  
 

TOP 

 

Equality 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Equality: Medical Diagnosis 
Miles Briggs (Conservative) [S6W-30253] To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures are in place to improve access to a timely diagnosis of blood cancer for (a) black 
and minority ethnic people, (b) people from deprived backgrounds and (c) people who live 
in remote locations. 

Reply from Neil Gray: We are committed to tackling health inequalities and 
providing access to the highest quality of care for all, which is why our ambitious 
cancer strategy has a focus on reducing inequities in access to all cancer care, and 
cancer outcomes. 
We continue to support improving timely access to cancer services. We committed 
in our Programme for Government to opening a further Rapid Cancer Diagnostic 
Service (RCDS) in 2024/25, bringing our national total to six. 
A clinical refresh of the Scottish Referral Guidelines for Suspected Cancer is also 
underway via the Centre for Sustainable Delivery to help ensure the right person is 
on the right pathway at the right time. This is further supported by a new primary 
care cancer education platform Gateway C, which was launched on 30th April in 
NHS Scotland. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-
answers/question?ref=S6W-30253 
 
 

UK Parliament, House of Lords Written Answer 

Infant Mortality: Ethnic Groups 
The Lord Bishop of Leeds [HL1257] To ask His Majesty's Government what assessment 
they have made of the report Infant Mortality in England published by Health Equity North 
in August; and what assessment they have made of the ethnic disparities in infant mortality 
rates in England set out in that report. 

Reply from Baroness Merron: It is unacceptable that infant mortality figures are 
rising, and that there are stark inequalities in outcomes for babies. The Government 
is committed to ensuring all mothers and babies received safe, personalised and 
compassionate care. 
A key objective in NHS England’s Three year delivery plan for maternity and 
neonatal services is to reduce inequalities for all in maternity access, experience 
and outcomes, seeking to improve equity for mothers and babies. The plan includes  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/oct/07/british-muslims-safety-war-gaza
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2024/oct/07/britain-jewish-year-israeli-palestinian
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-30253
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-30253
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the Saving Babies Lives Care Bundle which provides maternity units with guidance 
and interventions to reduce stillbirths, neonatal brain injury, neonatal death, and 
preterm birth and includes initiatives to reduce inequalities. The bundle has been 
rolled out across England to all trusts with full implementation by 104 out of 120 
providers. All local maternity and neonatal systems have published Equity and 
Equality actions plans to tackle inequalities for women and babies from ethnic 
minorities and those living in the most deprived areas, tailored to the needs of the 
local area. A copy of the delivery plan is attached. 
The Government is currently piloting a training programme to help avoid brain injury 
in childbirth to improve safety for mothers and their babies. If successful, national 
rollout is expected to commence next year. 
Three year maternity plan 

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/hl1257  
 

The report referred to above can be read at 
https://www.healthequitynorth.co.uk/app/uploads/Infant-mortality-report-FINAL.pdf 
 
 

News 

'I'm a Traveller and too anxious to go to school’ 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c62djjx6xkjo  
 
Why Britain’s first black female swimmer quit before London 2012 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/society/article/rebecca-achieng-ajulu-bushell-quit-before-
london-olympics-r3gz3nh2t  

 

TOP 

 

Racism, Religious Hatred, and Discrimination 

Scottish Parliament Oral Answers 

Anti-racism in Education Programme 
Humza Yousaf (SNP) [S6O-03834] To ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide 
an update on its anti-racism in education programme.  

Reply from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills (Jenny Gilruth): 
Delivering the work of the anti-racism in education programme is a key commitment 
in this year’s programme for government. We are working with dedicated 
stakeholders that are key to driving the programme forward. I am pleased that 
progress continues to be made, including through the recent publication of the new 
anti-racism action guide, which has been developed to empower employers of 
teachers to better support their minority ethnic staff. There remains much to do, 
however, and the Scottish Government will continue to work with stakeholders to 
drive that important work forward. 

Humza Yousaf: I thank the cabinet secretary for that comprehensive response. She will 
be aware that we are now in black history month. Regrettably, Scotland played a leading 
role in the British empire, which involved the forced transportation of 3.1 million slaves 
from Africa to British colonies. Some of the wealthiest slave owners were Scottish—as, in 
fairness, were some of the leading abolitionists at the time. Does the cabinet secretary 
agree that, if we do not know our history, we are undoubtedly doomed to repeat it? Will 
she therefore provide an update on the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  ensure  that  our  
 

https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1731780/original/B1915-three-year-delivery-plan-for-maternity-and-neonatal-services-march-2023.pdf
https://qna.files.parliament.uk/qna-attachments/1731780/original/B1915-three-year-delivery-plan-for-maternity-and-neonatal-services-march-2023.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2024-10-07/hl1257
https://www.healthequitynorth.co.uk/app/uploads/Infant-mortality-report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c62djjx6xkjo
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/society/article/rebecca-achieng-ajulu-bushell-quit-before-london-olympics-r3gz3nh2t
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/society/article/rebecca-achieng-ajulu-bushell-quit-before-london-olympics-r3gz3nh2t
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children are taught Scotland’s history in relation to the British empire? 
Reply from Jenny Gilruth: I very much agree with the member’s sentiment, 
particularly given that it is black history month. It is important that our history and 
our wider social studies curriculum provide a range of opportunities to teach about 
the British empire, including Scotland’s role in it. We are funding professional 
learning programmes relating to teaching on slavery in Scotland and on immigration 
and empire. Our anti-racism curriculum principles explicitly address that point 
through the commitment that our children and young people will “understand and 
enquire into Scotland’s role in historical world events”, which is hugely important. 
That includes transatlantic enslavement and colonial histories and their continuing 
impact to this day. Education Scotland is working with local councils to support the 
implementation of anti-racism curriculum principles. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-
said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-10-10-
2024?meeting=16047&iob=137035#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2621532  

 

The anti-racism action guide referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/increasing-retaining-minority-ethnic-teachers-action-
guide-local-authorities/  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Written Answer 

Justice System:  Misogynistic and Racist Attitudes 
Pam Gosal (Conservative) [S6W-30143] To ask the Scottish Government what guidance 
it provides to the relevant authorities to tackle any misogynistic and racist attitudes within 
the justice system. 

Reply from Angela Constance: Justice agencies are operationally independent of 
the Scottish Ministers. 
However, misogyny and racism should play no part in the operation of the justice 
system. We will continue to support all justice agencies and bodies who operate 
within the justice system to eradicate racism and misogyny. 
In April 2023, Scottish Government published a landmark summary of data on 
Ethnicity and Justice. This presents a picture of what is currently known about the 
experiences of minority ethnic people within Scotland’s justice system and supports 
the development and delivery of evidence-led actions. 
Through our Cross Justice Group on Race Data and Evidence, the Scottish 
Government continues to improve our understanding of the experiences of minority 
ethnic people within Scotland’s Justice system. Generally, our approach supports 
the commitments contained within the Race Equality Framework (2016-2030) 
and Immediate Priorities Plan (2021-2023). 
In relation to policing specifically, in May 2023, the former Chief Constable of Police 
Scotland declared that it is institutionally racist and discriminatory. This is an 
important recognition of the work still to do to ensure that policing and justice feel 
trusted by, and provide the right service to, all our communities. Their Policing 
Together programme is taking forward a range of actions to move towards this goal. 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-
answers/question?ref=S6W-30143  
 
 

Press Release 

£7 million to tackle antisemitism in education confirmed 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/7-million-to-tackle-antisemitism-in-education-confirmed  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-10-10-2024?meeting=16047&iob=137035#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2621532
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-10-10-2024?meeting=16047&iob=137035#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2621532
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/official-report/search-what-was-said-in-parliament/meeting-of-parliament-10-10-2024?meeting=16047&iob=137035#orscontributions_M5613E438P774C2621532
https://www.gov.scot/publications/increasing-retaining-minority-ethnic-teachers-action-guide-local-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/increasing-retaining-minority-ethnic-teachers-action-guide-local-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ethnicity-justice-system/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/ethnicity-justice-system/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/race-equality-framework-scotland-2016-2030/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/immediate-priorities-plan-race-equality-scotland/
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-30143
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-30143
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/7-million-to-tackle-antisemitism-in-education-confirmed
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New Publications 

Hate crime, England and Wales, year ending March 2024 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-
march-2024/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024 
 

Data tables 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6706280092bb81fcdbe7b533/hate-
crime-england-and-wales-2023-to-2024-data-tables.ods  
 

Appendix tables 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/670628b5e84ae1fd8592f01b/hate-
crime-england-and-wales-2023-to-2024-appendix-tables.ods 

 

 

News 

Religious hate crime at record high, figures show 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0kjrr44mvdo   
 
Recorded religious hate crimes hit record levels, Home Office reveals 
https://tellmamauk.org/recorded-religious-hate-crimes-hit-record-levels-home-office-reveals/ 
 
Religious hate crimes at record levels in England and Wales, official figures show 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2024/oct/10/religious-hate-crimes-at-record-levels-
in-england-and-wales-official-figures-show  
 
Religious hate crimes surge against UK’s Jews and Muslims  
https://www.thetimes.com/article/2c2f0f0a-d22e-49fa-a990-a8e8574d5e44  
 
Tell MAMA recorded almost 5,000 anti-Muslim cases a year on from 7 October 
https://tellmamauk.org/tell-mama-recorded-almost-5000-anti-muslim-cases-a-year-on-
from-7-october/  
 
Anti-Semitic hate crimes rise at eight times the rate of Islamophobia in wake of Oct 7 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/anti-semitic-hate-crime-rates-
islamophobia-in-wake-of-oct-7  
 
The terrifying rise in Left-wing anti-Semitism has been laid bare 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/terrifying-rise-in-left-wing-anti-semitism-laid-bare/  
 
Anti-Semitism in our schools and universities will not be tolerated 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/07/anti-semitism-cannot-be-allowed-to-
flourish-in-our-schools/  
 
Man jailed over Facebook posts that called for the burning of mosques and murder 
of worshippers 
https://tellmamauk.org/man-jailed-over-facebook-posts-that-called-for-the-burning-of-
mosques-and-murder-of-worshippers/  
 
White Islam convert ‘told to remove hijab at work’ sues for discrimination 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/white-islam-convert-told-to-remove-hijab-
at-work-sues/  

TOP 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024/hate-crime-england-and-wales-year-ending-march-2024
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6706280092bb81fcdbe7b533/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2023-to-2024-data-tables.ods
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6706280092bb81fcdbe7b533/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2023-to-2024-data-tables.ods
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/670628b5e84ae1fd8592f01b/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2023-to-2024-appendix-tables.ods
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/670628b5e84ae1fd8592f01b/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2023-to-2024-appendix-tables.ods
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0kjrr44mvdo
https://tellmamauk.org/recorded-religious-hate-crimes-hit-record-levels-home-office-reveals/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2024/oct/10/religious-hate-crimes-at-record-levels-in-england-and-wales-official-figures-show
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2024/oct/10/religious-hate-crimes-at-record-levels-in-england-and-wales-official-figures-show
https://www.thetimes.com/article/2c2f0f0a-d22e-49fa-a990-a8e8574d5e44
https://tellmamauk.org/tell-mama-recorded-almost-5000-anti-muslim-cases-a-year-on-from-7-october/
https://tellmamauk.org/tell-mama-recorded-almost-5000-anti-muslim-cases-a-year-on-from-7-october/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/anti-semitic-hate-crime-rates-islamophobia-in-wake-of-oct-7
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/anti-semitic-hate-crime-rates-islamophobia-in-wake-of-oct-7
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/terrifying-rise-in-left-wing-anti-semitism-laid-bare/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/07/anti-semitism-cannot-be-allowed-to-flourish-in-our-schools/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/07/anti-semitism-cannot-be-allowed-to-flourish-in-our-schools/
https://tellmamauk.org/man-jailed-over-facebook-posts-that-called-for-the-burning-of-mosques-and-murder-of-worshippers/
https://tellmamauk.org/man-jailed-over-facebook-posts-that-called-for-the-burning-of-mosques-and-murder-of-worshippers/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/white-islam-convert-told-to-remove-hijab-at-work-sues/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/10/10/white-islam-convert-told-to-remove-hijab-at-work-sues/
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Other Scottish Parliament and Government 

Press Release 

First Minister comments on death of Alex Salmond 
https://www.gov.scot/news/first-minister-comments-on-death-of-alex-salmond/  
 
 

News 

Scotland's former First Minister Alex Salmond dies age 69 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8rd8z70pn8o 
 
Alex Salmond obituary: A man and a politician of contradictions 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cd13102l9g5o  
 
Alex Salmond obit: The master tactician who reshaped Scottish politics  
https://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/obituaries/24648440.alex-salmond-obit-master-
tactician-reshaped-scottish-politics/  
 
Alex Salmond: From student politician to Scotland's longest-serving First Minister, 
a life in politics  
https://www.scotsman.com/news/alex-salmond-from-student-politician-to-scotlands-
longest-serving-first-minister-a-life-in-politics-4821628  
 
Alex Salmond: Flags lowered at Holyrood as tributes made  
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24648399.prime-minister-keir-starmer-leads-
tributes-alex-salmond/  

TOP 

 

Other UK Parliament and Government 

Press Releases 

Keir Starmer comments on death of Alex Salmond 
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1845150534195438001  
 
Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner's message for Yom Kippur 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deputy-prime-minister-angela-rayners-message-
for-yom-kippur  
 
 

New Publication 

Minorities Report: The Attitudes of Britain’s Ethnic Minority Population 
https://media.ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/UKICE-FOCALDATA-
MINORITIES-REPORT-081024-FINAL.pdf 

 

Appendix 
https://media.ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Appendix-041024.pdf  

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/news/first-minister-comments-on-death-of-alex-salmond/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8rd8z70pn8o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cd13102l9g5o
https://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/obituaries/24648440.alex-salmond-obit-master-tactician-reshaped-scottish-politics/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/opinion/obituaries/24648440.alex-salmond-obit-master-tactician-reshaped-scottish-politics/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/alex-salmond-from-student-politician-to-scotlands-longest-serving-first-minister-a-life-in-politics-4821628
https://www.scotsman.com/news/alex-salmond-from-student-politician-to-scotlands-longest-serving-first-minister-a-life-in-politics-4821628
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24648399.prime-minister-keir-starmer-leads-tributes-alex-salmond/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24648399.prime-minister-keir-starmer-leads-tributes-alex-salmond/
https://x.com/Keir_Starmer/status/1845150534195438001
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deputy-prime-minister-angela-rayners-message-for-yom-kippur
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/deputy-prime-minister-angela-rayners-message-for-yom-kippur
https://media.ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/UKICE-FOCALDATA-MINORITIES-REPORT-081024-FINAL.pdf
https://media.ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/UKICE-FOCALDATA-MINORITIES-REPORT-081024-FINAL.pdf
https://media.ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Appendix-041024.pdf
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News 

‘A massive hit to their sense of entitlement’: How Labour lost ethnic minority voters 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/09/how-aspirational-ethnic-minority-voters-
turned-on-labour/  
 
Warning for Labour as ethnic minority voters shift right 
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/warning-for-labour-as-ethnic-minority-voters-
shift-right-v2ddlgm52  

TOP 

 

Bills in Progress    ** new or updated this week 

Scottish Parliament 

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill 

 
Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill  

 
Police (Ethics, Conduct and Scrutiny) (Scotland) Bill 
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/police-ethics-conduct-and-scrutiny-scotland-bill  

 

UK Parliament 

Asylum Support (Prescribed Period) Bill  
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3758 

  
Refugees (Family Reunion) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3747  
 

** Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill 
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765 
 

House of Commons Library Briefing 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10111/CBP-10111.pdf  
 

TOP 

 

Consultations        ** new or updated this week 

An inspection of Home Office management of contact with migrants who are without 
leave to enter or remain (closing date 21 October 2024) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/call-for-evidence-an-inspection-of-home-office-
management-of-contact-with-migrants-who-are-without-leave-to-enter-or-remain  
 
 
 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/09/how-aspirational-ethnic-minority-voters-turned-on-labour/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2024/10/09/how-aspirational-ethnic-minority-voters-turned-on-labour/
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/warning-for-labour-as-ethnic-minority-voters-shift-right-v2ddlgm52
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/politics/article/warning-for-labour-as-ethnic-minority-voters-shift-right-v2ddlgm52
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/assisted-dying-for-terminally-ill-adults-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/gender-recognition-reform-scotland-bill
https://www.parliament.scot/bills-and-laws/bills/police-ethics-conduct-and-scrutiny-scotland-bill
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3758
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3747
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3765
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-10111/CBP-10111.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/call-for-evidence-an-inspection-of-home-office-management-of-contact-with-migrants-who-are-without-leave-to-enter-or-remain
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/call-for-evidence-an-inspection-of-home-office-management-of-contact-with-migrants-who-are-without-leave-to-enter-or-remain
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Family visa financial requirements (closing date 11 December 2024) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/family-visa-financial-requirements  
 
** Equality and Human Rights Commission Code of practice for services, public 
functions and associations (closing date 3 January 2025) 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/equality/equality-act-2010/code-practice-services-
public-functions-and-associations-consultation  
 
** Your Police 2024-2025 (closing date 31 March 2025) 
https://consult.scotland.police.uk/strategy-insight-and-innovation/your-police-2024-2025/  
 
Intimate Image Abuse Research (closing date not stated) 
https://t.co/X1cGnXygg3 
 
ITV/Tell MAMA survey on mosque safety in the UK (closing date not stated) 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/V7V5B6L 
 
Cyber Security Survey (closing date not stated) 
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/interview/680a646c-5811-47f4-8958-588f1c794eca 

 

TOP 

 

Job Opportunities 

Click here to find out about job opportunities. 

TOP 

 

Funding Opportunities        ** new or updated this week 

Henry Duncan Grants 
Closing date for applications: 30 October 2024 
There are two different types of Henry Duncan Grants in 2024 
1) Grants for Women Led Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Organisations  
Henry Duncan Grants for Women Led Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic Organisations will 
provide unrestricted funding for organisations that are led by Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic women and are working on issues that impact women and girls (aged 12+) in their 
communities.  
2) Grants for Women Led Organisations  
Henry Duncan Grants will provide unrestricted funding to organisations led by women. The 
organisation’s work needs to have a focus on supporting women and girls (aged 12+) who 
have experienced gender-based violence.  
For information and to apply see 
https://www.corra.scot/grants/henry-duncan-grants/  
 
Faithful Welcome 
Application deadline not stated 
Faith in Community Scotland, and Scottish Faiths Action for Refugees funding of up to 
£500 to support Scotland’s faith communities to welcome refugees and asylum seekers 
and enable them to be an integral part of community life,  wherever  they  are  coming from  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/family-visa-financial-requirements
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/equality/equality-act-2010/code-practice-services-public-functions-and-associations-consultation
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/equality/equality-act-2010/code-practice-services-public-functions-and-associations-consultation
https://consult.scotland.police.uk/strategy-insight-and-innovation/your-police-2024-2025/
https://t.co/X1cGnXygg3
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/V7V5B6L
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/interview/680a646c-5811-47f4-8958-588f1c794eca
https://www.scojec.org/memo/jobs.html
https://www.corra.scot/grants/henry-duncan-grants/
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and whatever the reason. For information see  https://tinyurl.com/bdd5kr6n 

TOP 

 

Events, Conferences, and Training        ** new or updated this week 

** this week! 
Black History Month 
to 31 October (Scotland-wide) 
Black History Month celebrates the achievements and resilience of African, Caribbean, and 
Asian people and serves as an opportunity to highlight the ways in which these 
communities have a direct link with Scotland through the histories of slavery, colonialism 
and migration. For information and to read the full programme of events see 
https://tinyurl.com/3969ans8  
 
** this week! 
The Basics: A Human Rights and Equalities First Approach 
15 and 16 October 2024 (online, 2.00–4.00) 
Two-day THRE course for people who are just starting out and want to learn the 
fundamentals or who know a bit about human rights and equalities and want to know more 
or are just curious about what a human rights and equalities first approach might be. For 
information see https://tinyurl.com/yv2p3b7f  
 
** this week! 
Breaking the Chains – a Walking Tour exploring Dundee’s Links to Slavery 
16 October 2024 (Dundee, 2.30) 
University of Dundee Museums walking tour for Black History Month highlighting sites in 
Dundee associated with transatlantic and American slavery. For information see  
https://tinyurl.com/363wvaae  
 
** this week! 
Introduction to refugees: asylum and resettlement 
17 October 2024 (online, 1.00–4.30) 
12 February 2025 (online, 1.00–4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course to help you understand relevant legal definitions and 
processes including the UK asylum process, rights and entitlements of asylum seekers 
and refugees, and identify sources of support that empower people to live fully integrated 
lives. For information see https://tinyurl.com/yrt2szue  
 
** this week! 
Maritime Leith's Black History 
18 October 2024 (Leith, I.00–3.00) 
Black History Month tour  of Trinity House to discover the stories that link its collections 
and maritime Leith with Black History. For information see https://tinyurl.com/zv84hdz3  
 
** this week! 
Glasgow Black History Walking Tour 
20 October 2023 (Glasgow, 1.00–3.00) 
27 October 2023 (Glasgow, 1.00–3.00) 
30 October 2023 (Glasgow, 1.00–3.00) 
CRER walking tour for Black History Month taking participants on a historical journey 
through Glasgow’s mercantile  past  and  examining  the  city’s  connections  with  tobacco,  

 

https://tinyurl.com/bdd5kr6n
https://tinyurl.com/3969ans8
https://tinyurl.com/yv2p3b7f
https://tinyurl.com/363wvaae
https://tinyurl.com/yrt2szue
https://tinyurl.com/zv84hdz3
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slavery and the abolition movement. For information see https://tinyurl.com/5emyfv7k  
 
Introduction to working with interpreters 
6 November 2024 (online, 1.00–4.30) 
27 February 2025 (online, 1.00–4.30) 
Scottish Refugee Council course to help you build the knowledge, skills and confidence 
required to work effectively with spoken language interpreters. For information see 
https://tinyurl.com/mr32k8mz 
 
Scottish Interfaith Week 
11 to 18 November 2024 (Scotland-wide) 
This year is the 20th anniversary of Scottish Interfaith Week, a community-led festival that 
celebrates Scotland’s religious and cultural diversity. Individuals, faith communitie, and 
organisations across Scotland are invited to host events for the festival. For information 
see https://scottishinterfaithweek.org/  
 
National Interfaith Conference 2024 
12 November 2024 (Dundee, 11.00–4.00) 
To mark the 20th anniversary of Scottish Interfaith Week, Interfaith Scotland is hosting a 
National Interfaith Conference on the theme of “Discovery”. The conference will encourage 
people to discover and learn about the lives of others as an effective way to challenge 
prejudice and misunderstanding. For information see https://tinyurl.com/249ac37b  
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Useful Links 

Scottish Parliament  http://www.parliament.scot/  
 
Scottish Government  https://www.gov.scot/  
 
UK Parliament  http://www.parliament.uk/  
 
GovUK (links to UK Government Departments)  https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations  
 
One Scotland  http://onescotland.org/  
 
Scottish Refugee Council  http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk  
 
New Scots  https://newscots.scot/  
 
Refugee Survival Trust  https://www.rst.org.uk/ 
 
Freedom from Torture   https://www.freedomfromtorture.org/ 
 
Interfaith Scotland  https://interfaithscotland.org/  
 
Equality and Human Rights Commission  https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en  
 
Equality Advisory Support Service  http://www.equalityadvisoryservice.com/  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the 
representative body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. It 
advances public understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and 
community, and also works in partnership with other organisations to 
promote good relations and understanding among community groups 
and to promote equality. (Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation SC029438) https://www.scojec.org/  
 

 

 

 

BEMIS is the Scottish national Ethnic Minorities led umbrella body, 
supporting, empowering, and building the capacity of minority third 
sector community organisations.  As a strategic partner with 
Government, it is proactive in influencing the development of race 
equality policy in Scotland, and helps develop and progress 
multicultural Scotland,  active citizenship, democracy, and Human 
Rights Education at the Scottish, UK, and European levels. (Scottish 
Charity, no. SC027692) http://www.bemis.org.uk/    
 

 

The Scottish Government is committed to promoting equality of 
opportunity and social justice for all those who live in Scotland. One 
Scotland is the Scottish Government campaign designed to tackle 
racism. It aims to raise awareness of racist attitudes, highlight its 
negative impact and recognise the valuable contributions that other 
cultures have made to our society – and make Scotland no place for 
racism. http://www.gov.scot/  
 

 
The copyright of each article belongs to the publisher on whose website it appears, and it may only be copied or reproduced 
in accordance with the relevant terms and conditions. Full details of these, and the publisher's contact information, are 
available on each website.  

 
 

 

Scottish Human Rights Commission  http://www.scottishhumanrights.com/  
 
ACAS  http://www.acas.org.uk/  
 
SCVO  https://scvo.org.uk/  
 
Volunteer Scotland  https://www.volunteerscotland.net/  
 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   https://www.oscr.org.uk/  
 
Scottish Fundraising Standards Panel  https://www.goodfundraising.scot/  
 
Disclosure Scotland   https://www.mygov.scot/disclosure-types  
 
Volunteer Scotland Disclosure Services   
https://www.volunteerscotland.net/for-organisations/disclosure-services/  
 
BBC News  https://www.bbc.com/news  
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