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Backqground information

The Jewish Council of Scotland (formerly the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities
(SCoJeQ)) is the representative body of all the Jewish communities in Scotland. The
Council advances public understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and
community, by providing information and assistance to educational, health, and welfare
organisations, representing the Jewish community in Scotland to Government and other
statutory and official bodies, and liaising with Ministers, MSPs, Churches, Trades Unions,
and others on matters affecting the Jewish community. The Council also provides a
support network for the smaller communities and for individuals and families who live
outwith any Jewish community or are not connected with any Jewish communities, and
assists organisations within the Scottish Jewish community to comply with various
regulatory requirements. The Council also promotes dialogue and understanding
between the Jewish community and other communities in Scotland, and works in
partnership with other organisations and stakeholders to promote equality, good
relations, and understanding among community groups.

In preparing this response we have consulted widely among organisations and
individuals in the Scottish Jewish Community with relevant expertise, and this response
also reflects the views of all branches of Judaism that have communities in Scotland.

Part 1

We do not wish to comment on any of the questions relating to Part 1 of the Bill.

Part 2

1. What are your views on the Bill’s amendments to the two following aspects of
the Certification of Death (Scotland) Act 2011:

a. To extend the circumstances in which an interested person can request a review
of a Medical Certificate of Cause of Death (MCCD) and to extend the power of
medical reviewers to reject an application.

Extension of the circumstances in which an interested person can request a review

Halachah (Jewish Law) regards the human body — including all body parts, and tissue —
as sacrosanct, and requires that it should always be treated with dignity. Once death has
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occurred, there should be as little interference with the body as possible. Ideally, it should
not be left unattended, and burial should take place as early as possible. Among the
Orthodox Jewish community, the majority Jewish community in Scotland, this would
preferably be before sunset on the day death occurred. Progressive Judaism places less
emphasis on this, and funerals may occasionally be delayed to enable family members
living at a distance to attend. However, in the vast majority of cases, delay to burial is
likely to be particularly distressing to the family of the deceased. In addition, the shivah
(initial period of mourning) cannot begin until after the burial has taken place, and
consequently any postponement will delay the grieving process, and inevitably cause
great psychological distress to the bereaved.

For these reasons, we have welcomed the introduction of the Advance Registration
Procedure', which enables the bereaved to apply for permission to proceed with burial
before the completion of an MCCD review. We have further welcomed the fact that this
has not only been a paper provision but has produced concrete and very positive results,
usually within one or occasionally two hours, enabling burial to take place with the
minimum of delay. For more detail, see the Death Certification Review Service Annual
Reports?.

Provided that the Advance Registration Procedure continues, and will be available to the
bereaved whenever, and by whomever a review is requested, we are content with the
provision proposed in the Bill to extend the circumstances in which an interested person
can request an MCCD review.

Extension of the powers of medical reviewers to reject an application for review

We are also content with the provision proposed in the Bill to extend the powers of
medical reviewers to reject not only vexatious applications for MCCD review, but also
applications that essentially duplicate a previous or current review, or that are, in the view
of the medical reviewer, inappropriate in any way.

This provision is likely to reduce the possibility of delay to burial, and is, therefore,
welcome to the Jewish community.

' Death Certification Review Service: advance registration (Healthcare Improvement Scotland)
https://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.scot/inspections-reviews-and-regulation/death-
certification-review-service-dcrs/death-certification-review-service-advance-registration/

2 Death Certification Review Service Annual Reports:
2024-2025
https://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.scot/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/DCRS-Annual-Report-
2024-25.pdf
2023-2024
https://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.scot/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/DCRS-Annual-Report-
2023-2024-October-2024.pdf
2022-2023
https://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.scot/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/DCRS_Annual_Report_2022 2023 October_2023.pdf
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b. To remove the requirement for a medical reviewer to authorise cremation of a
person’s body in Scotland where that person has died outwith Scotland but within
the United Kingdom.

Cremation is not permitted by Orthodox Judaism, but is used by members of Progressive
Judaism.

In order to expedite matters for those who wish to use cremation, we welcome the
extension of automatic approval for cremation when death has occurred anywhere in the
United Kingdom.

2. Do you have any further comments about Part 2 of the Bill?
We do not wish to make any additional comments.
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