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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

School Standards and Framework Act 1998 
Graham Allen [58051] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, pursuant to the 
Answer of 14 December 2016 to Question 56128, whether she plans to repeal paragraph 
4 of Schedule 22 of the Equality Act 2010 which exempts provisions of the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998 that relate to religious aspects of the appointment 
and dismissal of teachers. 

Nick Gibb: There are no plans to repeal paragraph 4 of Schedule 22 of the 
Equality Act. 
As set out in my response to question 56128, we consider that the provisions in 
sections 60(4) and 60(5) of the School Standards and Framework Act comply with 
the EU Employment Equality Directive Article 4(2) and as such see no 
requirement to make any changes to the Equality Act in this respect. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-16/58051/  
 

The answer referred to above can be read at 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-12-05/56128/  
 

Paragraph 4 of the Equality Act 2010 can be read at 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/schedule/22/paragraph/4 
 

Paragraph 60 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 can be read at 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/section/60  
 

The EU Employment Equality Directive can be read at 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0078:en:HTML  
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Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4017] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel following reports of the confiscation of an Islamic 
cemetery adjacent to the Al-Aqsa mosque and the prevention of Palestinian burials from 
taking place there. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Whilst we have not raised this specific issue with 
the Israeli authorities, we call on all parties to appreciate the unique sensitivities in 
Jerusalem, a city which holds particular significance for many groups especially 
the three Abrahamic faiths of Christianity, Islam and Judaism. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-12/HL4017/  
 

Gaza: Breast Cancer 
Baroness Tonge [HL4018] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel following reports that it has refused to allow 
Palestinian women suffering from breast cancer to leave Gaza for treatment. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not raised or made an 
assessment on this specific issue, we have consistently called on the Israeli 
government to ease movement and access restrictions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, most recently on 5 December. We are also supporting the 
UN Access Coordination Unit to work with the Israeli Government, Palestinian 
Authority and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and 
supplies, and patient referrals in and out of Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-12/HL4018/  
 

Occupied Territories 
Baroness Tonge [HL4019] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they 
have made of the International Criminal Court's affirmation of the occupied status of the 
Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are aware of the International Criminal 
Court's position and are following closely. It has been the position of every British 
Government since 1948 that the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPTs, i.e. the 
West Bank including East Jerusalem and Gaza) were not lawfully part of the state 
of Israel at its creation or at any point thereafter. We consider that the level of 
control that Israel retains over these territories amounts to occupation under 
international law and hence that Israel's presence in the OPTs is governed by the 
provisions of the Fourth Geneva Conventions of 1949, to which Israel is a state 
party. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-12/HL4019/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4020] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel following reports that the majority of building 
permits applied for by Palestinians in existing Palestinian villages are rejected. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We recognise that Palestinians face severe 
difficulty in securing building permissions for homes and infrastructure in Area C. 
We continue to urge the government of Israel to develop improved mechanisms 
for  zoning,   planning  and  permitting  in  Area  C,   including  by  facilitating  local  
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Palestinian participation in such processes. The UK provides technical assistance 
to support Palestinian villages currently threatened with demolition and funding to 
support long-term planning for Palestinian communities in East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-12/HL4020/  
 

West Bank: Fire and Rescue Services 
Baroness Tonge [HL4021] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what discussions they 
have had with the government of Israel following reports that firefighting equipment 
intended for the West Bank has been detained in Haifa. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: Officials from our Embassy in Tel Aviv have been 
in touch with the Israeli authorities to ascertain the correct procedures which need 
to be followed to meet Israel's customs requirements. They have been in regular 
contact with the Fire Brigades Union, and provided advice on the correct steps 
which need to be followed to proceed with the shipment. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-12/HL4021/  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Lord Judd [HL4124] To ask Her Majesty’s Government, in the light of preliminary 
approval having been given by the Knesset of Israel to a bill to retroactively legalise 
Jewish settlement outposts in the occupied West Bank, what is the most recent estimate 
of the total number of unofficial Jewish settlement outposts in the West Bank; what is 
their assessment of the impact of such legislation on any two-state solution for Israel; 
what representations they have made, alone and with other governments, to the 
government of Israel in respect of the plans; and what steps they are taking to monitor 
the impact of any such representations. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The UK is extremely concerned that the Knesset 
has passed the first reading of a bill which would retroactively “legalise” around 55 
settlement outposts, expropriate privately owned Palestinian land and pave the 
way for a significant further expansion of settlements in the West Bank. This 
would be illegal under international law, and once again calls into question the 
Israeli Government's commitment to a two-state solution. The UK urges the Israeli 
Government to reconsider the land regulation bill at the earliest opportunity. The 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, 
my Hon. Friend the Member for Bournemouth East (Mr. Ellwood), raised the issue 
with the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister when they met in London on 12 
December. Minister Ellwood also raised the issue with the Israeli ambassador to 
London and issued two press statements expressing the UK's concerns. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-14/HL4124/  

 

The press statements referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlements-in-the-west-bank--2 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank  
 

Israeli Settlements 
Lord Judd [HL4177] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they have 
made to the government of Israel concerning the consequences of the proposed 
legislation by the Knesset retroactively legalising Jewish settlement outposts in the 
occupied West Bank; what response, if any, they have received; and how they intend to 
pursue the issue. 
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Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, my Hon. Friend the Member for 
Bournemouth East (Mr. Ellwood), raised the issue with the Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister when they met in London on 12 December. Minister Ellwood also raised 
the issue with the Israeli Ambassador to London and issued two press statements 
on the issue. Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has raised our concerns about the bill with 
the Minister for Strategic Affairs, the Minister for Science, the Deputy Finance 
Minister and a range of members of the Knesset. We continue to urge the Israeli 
Government to reconsider this legislation at the earliest possible opportunity. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-15/HL4177/  
 

The press statements referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlements-in-the-west-bank--2 
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank  
 

 

United Nations 

Israel’s Settlements Have No Legal Validity, Constitute Flagrant Violation of 
International Law, Security Council Reaffirms 
The Security Council reaffirmed … that Israel’s establishment of settlements in 
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, had no legal validity, 
constituting a flagrant violation under international law and a major obstacle to the vision 
of two States living side-by-side in peace and security, within internationally recognized 
borders. 
Adopting resolution 2334 (2016) by 14 votes, with the United States abstaining, the 
Council reiterated its demand that Israel immediately and completely cease all settlement 
activities in the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem.   It underlined 
that it would not recognize any changes to the 4 June 1967 lines, including with regard to 
Jerusalem, other than those agreed by the two sides through negotiations. 
The Council called for immediate steps to prevent all acts of violence against civilians, 
including acts of terror, as well as all acts of provocation and destruction.  It further called 
for the strengthening of ongoing efforts to combat terrorism, including through existing 
security coordination, and to clearly condemn all acts of terrorism.  The Council called on 
both sides to observe calm and restraint, and to refrain from provocative actions, 
incitement and inflammatory rhetoric in order to de-escalate the situation on the ground 
and rebuild trust and confidence. … 
Explaining her delegation’s abstention, the representative of the United States said it had 
been a long-standing position of her country that settlements undermined Israel’s 
security and eroded prospects for peace and stability.  She emphasized, however, that 
her vote today had not been straightforward.  Explaining that Israel had been treated 
differently from other States for as long as it had been a member of the United Nations, 
she noted that during the course of 2016, 18 resolutions adopted in the General 
Assembly and others in the Human Rights Council had all condemned Israel.  It was 
because of that bias that the United States had not voted in favour of the resolution, she 
said, emphasizing that her delegation would not have let the resolution pass had it not 
addressed terrorism and incitement to violence. … 
Israel’s representative said those who had voted “yes” to the resolution had voted “no” to 
negotiations, to progress and to a chance for better lives for both Israelis and 
Palestinians, and to the possibility of peace.  The resolution would continue to provide 
excuses  for the  Palestinians to avoid  recognizing  Israel’s right to exist, he said,  adding  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-15/HL4177/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-15/HL4177/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlements-in-the-west-bank--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank
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that the Council had voted to condemn the State of Israel and the Jewish people for 
building homes in the land of Israel, and to deny “our eternal rights” in Jerusalem.  “We 
will continue to be a democratic State based on the rule of law and full civil and human 
rights for all our citizens,” he declared.  “And we will continue to be a Jewish State 
proudly reclaiming the land of our forefathers.” 
The Permanent Observer of the State of Palestine said the Council’s action, while long-
overdue, was timely, necessary and important.  The resolution required vigilant follow-up 
if it was to be meaningful and salvage a two-State solution from relegation to history’s 
archives.  Israel’s illegal settlements and its wall had undermined the contiguity of 
Palestinian land and isolated East Jerusalem.  To claims of bias, he said the only bias 
was against law, reason and the vision of two States as the most viable solution. … 
Matthew Rycroft (United Kingdom) said the adoption reaffirmed the belief that a two-
State solution was the only way to a just and lasting peace.  In that context, it was critical 
to end all terrorism and incitement, he emphasized, adding that it was also necessary to 
end the expansion of settlements.  The United Kingdom rejected all efforts to de-
legitimize Israel, and it was as a friend of that country that it supported the resolution text, 
since it was in the best interests of both sides and renewed efforts for a peaceful two-
State solution.  He stressed, however, that he did not anticipate an easy road to that 
goal. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm  
 
Welcoming Adoption of Security Council Resolution 2334 (2016), Secretary-
General Urges Return of Israeli, Palestinian Leaders to Meaningful Negotiations 
The following statement was issued today by the Spokesman for UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon: The Secretary-General welcomes the adoption by the Security Council of 
resolution 2334 (2016) on the situation in the Middle East, including the Palestinian 
question.  The resolution is a significant step, demonstrating the Council's much needed 
leadership and the international community’s collective efforts to reconfirm that the vision 
of two States is still achievable. 
The Secretary-General takes this opportunity to encourage Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders to work with the international community to create a conducive environment for a 
return to meaningful negotiations. 
The United Nations stands ready to support all concerned parties in achieving this goal. 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18394.doc.htm  
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Foreign Affairs 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Lebanon: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL4022] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Lebanon following the condemnation by the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees of armed violence in Ein El 
Hilweh Palestinian refugee camp. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: The violence and instability in Lebanon's twelve 
Palestinian refugee camps remains a concern for the UK. The armed violence that 
took place in Ein El Hilweh on 5 December was a shocking example of the serious 
problems affecting daily camp life. Although it is not the UK's policy to raise 
specific  camp  security  incidents  with  the  government of  Lebanon,  we monitor  
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12657.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm18394.doc.htm
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Palestinian refugee issues closely and raise these in our regular discussions with 
the Lebanese Government. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-12-12/HL4022/  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Services (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html)  

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 
Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
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http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html
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Welsh Assembly Inquiry into Lobbying (closing date 31 January 2017) 
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=236&RPID=1507974161&cp=yes  
 
Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation: increasing numbers of successful 
donations (Scotland) (closing date 14 March 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00511160.pdf 
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