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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Hezbollah 
Matthew Offord [53381] To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, if she 
will proscribe the political wing of Hezbollah under section 13 of the Terrorism Act 2000. 

Ben Wallace: Whilst we keep list of proscribed groups under review, we do not 
routinely comment on whether an organisation is or is not under consideration for 
proscription. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53381/  
 
 

Police Service of Northern Ireland 

Incidents and Crimes with a Hate Motivation Recorded by the Police in Northern 
Ireland: Quarterly Update to 30 September 2016 
https://www.psni.police.uk/globalassets/inside-the-psni/our-statistics/hate-motivation-
statistics/2016-17/q2/quarterly-hate-motivations-bulletin-period-ending-sep16.pdf  
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Israel 

House of Commons Written Answers 

See also the Home Office written answer relating to Hezbollah in the “Home 
Affairs” section above. 
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Jim Cunningham [52976] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, how many representations he has made to his Israeli counterpart on the building 
of settlements on Palestinian land since he took office. 

Tobias Ellwood: The Foreign Secretary, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for 
Uxbridge and South Ruislip (Mr Johnson), raised our concerns over new 
settlements with the  Israeli authorities when he met  Prime  Minister Netanyahu in  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53381/
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Jerusalem on 30 September. I also raised the issue of settlements with Israeli 
Defence Minister Avigdor Lieberman during a meeting on 7 September. Our 
Embassy in Tel Aviv continue to express our strong concerns to the Israeli 
authorities on the continued expansion of settlements and the retroactive 
"legalisation" of outposts in the West Bank. 
As you may be aware, the UK's position on Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories is clear: they are illegal under international law, present an 
obstacle to peace and take us further away from a two-state solution. In 
November, I issued two statements about Israeli settlement announcements, 
expressing deep concerns about the development of new Israeli settlement units 
in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Israel’s systematic policy of 
settlement expansion is undermining the chances of achieving a two-state 
solution. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/52976/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Jim Cunningham [53085] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, if he will estimate the number of Palestinian people displaced from their homes 
through Israeli settlement building in the last 12 months; and if he will make a statement. 

Tobias Ellwood: We condemn the continued demolitions of Palestinian property 
by the Israeli authorities. According to the UN, since the start of 2016, 1010 
Palestinian-owned structures were demolished in Area C and in East Jerusalem, 
displacing 1476 people, including 696 children. Demolitions and evictions of 
Palestinians from their homes cause unnecessary suffering to ordinary 
Palestinians; call into question Israel's commitment to a viable two-state solution; 
and, in all but the most exceptional of cases, are contrary to International 
Humanitarian Law. 
The UK's position on settlements is clear. They are illegal under international law, 
present an obstacle to peace, and take us further away from a two-state solution. 
We strongly urge the Government of Israel to reverse its systematic policy of 
settlement expansion which distances Israel from its international partners and 
undermine peace. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/53085/  
 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Thangam Debbonaire [53730] To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, with reference to the press release issued by the Minister for the 
Middle East of 3 November 2016, what further steps he plans to take in respect of the 
approval by the Israeli government of permits for constructing new homes in the illegal 
settlement of Gilo, East Jerusalem. 

Tobias Ellwood: We strongly condemn Israeli settlement advancement, including 
recent plans for new settlements deep in the West Bank, and moves to 
retroactively approve unauthorised settlement outposts. These proposed actions 
call into question the commitment of the Israeli government to the two-state 
solution. We continue to raise our grave concerns about Israeli settlements with 
the Israeli Government. I raised our concerns about settlements with Israeli 
Defence Minister Lieberman during our meeting in London on 7 September 2016. 
The Foreign Secretary, my Rt Hon. Friend the Member for Uxbridge and South 
Ruislip (Mr Johnson), also raised our concerns over new settlements with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu when he met him in Jerusalem on 30 September. I issued a 
further statement on 16 November expressing our deep concern about the land 
regulation bill in the Israeli Knesset proposing to ‘legalise’ settlement outposts 
across the  West  Bank.  Such  outposts  are  currently  illegal  under  both  Israeli  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/52976/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-15/52976/
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domestic law and international humanitarian law and should be removed entirely. 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-18/53730/  
 

The statements referred to above can be read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-units-in-east-jerusalem--2  
and 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-
settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank  
 

Overseas Trade: Occupied Territories 
George Howarth [53322] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, what 
guidance his Department provides to UK companies who want to trade with illegal Israeli 
settlements in the Palestinian Occupied Territories; and if he will make a statement. 

Mark Garnier: The Department for International Trade refers businesses who 
wish to trade with illegal settlements to the Foreign & Commonwealth Office. The 
Government's position is clear that it is up to individual businesses whether they 
undertake business dealings with companies involved in the illegal settlements. 
The Foreign & Commonwealth Office provides advice to businesses online on the 
risks of undertaking such dealings and advises that businesses seek their own 
legal guidance. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53322/  
 

Trade Agreements: Israel 
Fiona Mactaggart [53395] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, 
pursuant to the Answer of 8 September 2016 to Question 906162, what steps he plans to 
take in a future trade agreement with Israel to make that deal contingent on preventing 
illegal occupation of Palestinian land. 

Mark Garnier: The UK is clear that Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories are illegal under international law. We firmly believe that the occupation 
is unacceptable and unsustainable. We are determined to see a just and lasting 
resolution that ends the occupation and delivers peace for both Israelis and 
Palestinians. The UK remains focused on achieving a two-state solution and we 
continue to believe that the best way to achieve this is through negotiations 
between the parties. 
The UK and Israel have a strong and important trading relationship. We are 
supportive of the current EU-Israel Association Agreement. Whilst it would be 
wrong to set out unilateral positions on trade deals at this stage, we are 
committed to working towards a smooth transition for businesses to minimise 
disruption to exports and investment as we leave the EU. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53395/  
 

Overseas Trade: Palestinians 
Thangam Debbonaire [53731] To ask the Secretary of State for International Trade, with 
reference to the Government's press release of 14 October 2016 on the visit to the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories of the UK trade envoy for that region, what further steps 
he plans to take in order to facilitate trade by (a) people in the Palestinian Business 
Women's Forum and (b) other Palestinian women. 

Mark Garnier: The Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to Occupied Palestinian 
Territories (OPT) Baroness Morris, visited the market in October. Following this 
there are plans to reactivate the Palestinian British Business Council to facilitate 
and  develop  trade  links between the UK and the OPT  including members of the  
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-18/53730/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-units-in-east-jerusalem--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-units-in-east-jerusalem--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/minister-for-the-middle-east-statement-on-settlement-outposts-across-the-west-bank
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-16/53322/
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Palestinian Business Women's Forum (PBWF). 
The PBWF in Ramallah, with the UK government’s help, aims to host specialised 
speakers from the UK to educate forum members and other beneficiaries about 
the import and export regulations and the business environment in the UK for 
start-up businesses. 
Further to this, the DFID-EU’s Palestinian Market Development Programme 
(PMDP) is a high performing programme which has helped 283 companies to 
develop new products and/or enter new markets. Approximately 50% of the 
companies assisted are women owned/managed companies. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-11-18/53731/  
 

The statement referred to above can be read at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/continuing-israeli-settlement-expansion-in-the-
west-bank-is-eroding-the-viability-of-the-two-state-solution  
 
 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Lord Hylton [HL3215] To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether British aid to Palestine 
has been frozen in whole or in part; and if so, to what extent, and on what grounds. 

Lord Bates: The UK remains firmly committed to providing aid to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. The Secretary of State is conducting a full examination of 
DFID’s programme in the Occupied Palestinian Territories to ensure that UK 
taxpayers’ money is spent in the right places and in the right way. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-11-15/HL3215/  
 
 

United Nations 

Counter ‘Hate-driven Agenda’ Threatening Two-State Solution to Middle 
East Conflict, Urges Special Coordinator, in Security Council Briefing 
The United Nations coordinator of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process called on all 
stakeholders to counter “a hate-driven agenda” threatening to destroy possibilities for a 
two-State solution to the conflict, in his monthly briefing to the Security Council today. … 
He said poverty and food insecurity in West Bank camps, like the one in Nablus that he 
had visited twice this month, combined with regular Israeli incursions had created the 
potential for violence.  ≥ 
Turning to the situation in the Gaza Strip, he expressed deep concern over continuing 
build-up and smuggling activities by militants, as well as increased restrictions on the 
movements of goods and people into and out of the enclave.  Owing to those restrictions, 
the availability of construction materials was woefully behind demand … 
The pace of Israel’s demolitions and confiscations of Palestinian property far exceeded 
that of any previous year.  Israeli forces frequently confiscated or destroyed relief items, 
including tents, water cisterns and other basic survival needs.  Noting that Palestinians in 
Area C were living in an increasingly coercive environment created by discriminatory 
planning policies, demolitions and other practices, he said a coherent international 
response was needed to enhance the protection of civilians and deliver accountability for 
violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12601.doc.htm  
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Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
** Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 
 

Committee Stage, House of Lords 
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2016-11-23/debates/2C580F83-9596-4BDB-8FCA-
911191DEF550/WalesBill  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 

Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 

Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 

Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
 

Introduction of the medical examiner role and reforms to death certification (Wales) 
(closing date 13 January 2013) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/introduction-medical-examiner-role-and-reforms-
death-certification 
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Consolidation and revision of the school governance regulatory framework in Wales 
(closing date 17 February 2017) 
https://consultations.gov.wales/consultations/consolidation-and-revision-school-governance-
regulatory-framework-wales 
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