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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answer 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Daniel Zeichner [50098] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, with reference to 
paragraph 10 of her Department's consultation, Schools that work for everyone, whether 
the suggestion that the 50 per cent cap on faith-based schools admissions does not 
achieve inclusivity defines inclusivity by (a) income background and (b) ethnic 
background. 

Caroline Dinenage: The Department’s decision to remove the 50% cap on faith 
admissions and replace it with a series of safeguards to ensure new faith free 
schools are inclusive is based on a broad range of evidence on the impact of the 
cap. This includes the data set out in the consultation document. In developing 
these safeguards we will also consider evidence produced via the consultation. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50098/  
 

The consultation referred to above can be read at 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone  
 
 

Scottish Parliament Debate 

Debate: Sectarian Behaviour and Hate Crime 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10595&i=97493#ScotParlOR  
 
Vote on the Motion: 
That the Parliament believes that sectarian behaviour and hate crime are a blight on 
society in Scotland and should not be tolerated under any circumstances; notes that 
there are laws in place to prosecute acts of hatred in addition to the Offensive Behaviour 
at Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012; further notes with 
concern that the legal profession has repeatedly criticised the 2012 Act for being 
unworkable and badly drafted; regrets that the Scottish Government hastily pushed the 
legislation through the Parliament, despite widespread criticism from stakeholders and 
opposition parties, and urges the Scottish Government to repeal the Act as a matter of 
priority. 
For 64, Against 63, Abstentions 0. 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10595&i=97497&c=194
2984#ScotParlOR 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50098/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-25/50098/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10595&i=97493#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10595&i=97497&c=1942984#ScotParlOR
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10595&i=97497&c=1942984#ScotParlOR
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Scottish Government 

Offensive Behaviour Act 
Commenting on today’s vote in the Scottish Parliament on the Offensive Behaviour at 
Football and Threatening Communications (Scotland) Act 2012, Minister for Community 
Safety Annabelle Ewing said: 
“Today’s vote threatens to set us back as a country in our efforts to effectively combat 
prejudice, hate crime and sectarianism and ultimately to drive such behaviour out of 
Scottish society. 
“The result of the vote sends completely the wrong message about how serious 
Parliament as a whole is about doing so – but the Scottish Government remains 
absolutely committed to that objective. … 
“The removal of the Section 6 offence on threatening communications would create a 
serious gap in the law and leave Scotland lagging behind the rest of the UK – where 
threats intended to stir up religious hatred have been criminalised since 2006 … 
To read the full press release see 
http://news.gov.scot/news/offensive-behaviour-act 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answers 

Adam Hanieh 
Baroness Tonge [HL2564] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the detention, questioning and 
subsequent deportation of Dr Adam Hanieh, senior lecturer in Development Studies at 
SOAS; and what discussions they have had with the Director of SOAS, Baroness Amos. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have not raised this with the Israeli authorities 
or had any discussions with Baroness Amos on this issue. Israel is a sovereign 
state and as such, has the right to refuse entry or deport anyone they wish. The 
Government does not have the right to intervene in another country’s immigration 
policies and procedures. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2564/  
 

Gaza: Electricity 
Baroness tonge [HL2565] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning electricity supplies to Gaza, which are 
now limited to six hours per day. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We are deeply concerned by the electricity 
shortage in Gaza and the serious impact it is having on the humanitarian situation. 
We regularly raise Gaza’s energy situation with the Israeli authorities. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2565/  
 

Gaza: Cancer 
Baroness Tonge [HL2567] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel concerning the tightening of its policy for granting 
exit permits to cancer patients in Gaza; and in particular, what assessment they have 
made of the impact on women with breast cancer. 

Baroness  Anelay of  St   Johns:   While   we  have   not   raised   or   made   an  
 

http://news.gov.scot/news/offensive-behaviour-act
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2564/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2564/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2565/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2565/
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assessment on this specific issue, we have consistently called on the Israeli 
Government to ease movement and access restrictions in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories. We are also supporting the UN Access Coordination Unit 
to work with the World Health Organisation, Israeli Government, Palestinian 
Authority and aid agencies to facilitate the transfer of medical equipment and 
supplies and patient referrals in and out of Gaza. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2567/  
 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2568] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what further 
representations they have made to the government of Israel concerning reports that the 
Israeli Defence Force have instructed Israeli soldiers to shoot to kill. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have an ongoing dialogue with the Israeli 
authorities in order to understand their rules of engagement and express our 
concerns where necessary. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2568/  
 

West Bank: Olives 
Baroness Tonge [HL2569] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support they are 
giving to the British Consulate General which has launched an initiative of help to the 
Palestinian olive harvest in Area C. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: We have allocated £20,000 from the bilateral 
programme budget for this initiative. 
Our Consulate-General in Jerusalem is leading a cross-Government effort, with 
staff from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the Department for International 
Development and Ministry of Defence helping with olive harvest days 
Our Embassy in Tel Aviv has also lobbied the Israeli authorities for increased 
movement and access for Palestinians as part of this initiative. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2569/  
 
 

United Nations 

Youth at Risk of Radicalization amid Growing Insecurity, Unmet Humanitarian 
Needs, Palestine Refugees Agency Chief Tells Fourth Committee 
Young Palestine refugees continued to face unquantifiable challenges, including the risk 
of radicalization due to mounting insecurity and the frustration of unmet humanitarian 
needs as resulting from the lack of sustained and predictable funding … 
In the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, military rule and occupation defined every 
aspect of public and private life, from restrictions on movement to punitive house 
demolitions, and illegal settlement expansion, he said.  There was no way to quantify the 
cumulative human toll of Israel’s occupation, he said, describing the figures as 
“staggering”. … 
… the observer for the State of Palestine emphasized that unresolved conflicts did not 
simply dissipate with the passage of time, but rather, were compounded by the absence 
of just solutions. … 
Israel’s representative stressed that although Hamas played a destructive role in Gaza, 
the “internationally designated terror organization” was mentioned only once in UNRWA’s 
report.  Hamas was cynically abusing Israel’s every humanitarian step and measure, and 
often obstructed her country’s vigorous reconstruction efforts, she added. … 
To read the full press release see 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2567/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2567/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2568/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2568/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2569/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-24/HL2569/
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https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd626.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes in 6 days 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill (closing date no later than 17 November 2016  
but could be sooner) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-
property-armed-conflicts-bill/  
 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date  
23 December 2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
 
 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd626.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-property-armed-conflicts-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-property-armed-conflicts-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 
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