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Home Affairs 

House of Commons Written Answers 

Faith Schools: Disadvantaged 
Nic Dakin [46994] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what information her 
Department holds on the relative proportion of children from poorer backgrounds who 
attend religiously selective schools. 

Caroline Dinenage: Underlying data for ‘Schools, pupils and their characteristics’ 
provides information for each school, including religious denomination (where 
applicable), alongside the number and percentage of pupils known to be eligible 
for free school meals. 
This is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-
their-characteristics-january-2016 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46994/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Peter Dowd [47142] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment her 
Department has made of the effect of allowing schools to admit children from one religion 
on integration and social cohesion. 

Caroline Dinenage: All schools must promote integration and social cohesion 
whatever their character and ethos. The Department is currently consulting on 
proposals to remove the 50% cap on faith admissions in new faith free schools. 
We have proposed additional measures to promote inclusivity and community 
cohesion, alongside existing requirements to promote fundamental British values, 
which will apply to all new faith free schools. These are aimed at ensuring all 
pupils can play an active role in our society and are prepared for life in modern 
Britain. The consultation document is available at:  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47142/  
 

Free Schools 
Frank Field [47153] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, how many (a) business-
led, (b) Muslim-led, (c) Church of England-led,  (d) Roman Catholic-led schools, (e) other  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2016
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46994/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/46994/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47142/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47142/
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 faith schools and (f) other free schools have been announced in each year since the free 
school programme started. 

Edward Timpson: Free school applicants are invited to describe the nature of 
their group; most will describe the group in terms of the schools they already 
have, for example, a multi-academy trust or a chain of free schools. Some groups 
will use terms such as a group of parents or teachers. 
There are a number of free schools that have strong business links but only the 
Cathedral Free School in Liverpool has described itself as business-led. 
As faith free school applicants may use a variety of terms to describe their group, 
the table below provides a breakdown of applications approved into the pre-
opening phase by the faith designation of the school (b)-(d), with (e) being 
applications approved into the pre-opening phase with no faith designation. “Other 
faith designations” includes Christian schools where the denomination has not 
been specified. 

  

Muslim faith 
Designation 

Church of 
England faith 
Designation 

Roman 
Catholic faith 
designation 

Other faith 
designations 

Other 
free 

schools 

2010 (Wave 1) 1 1 0 3 19 

2011 (Waves 1 & 2) 1 3 1 7 61 

2012 (Wave 3) 3 2 1 13 85 

2013 (Wave 4) 6 0 0 8 89 

2014 (Waves 5, 6 and 7) 0 2 0 11 72 

2015 (Waves 8, 9, & free 
school presumptions) 

3 0 0 7 63 

2016 (Waves 10, 11, & free 
school presumptions) 

3 6 0 6 143 

Not all applications approved into the pre-opening phase go on to open as 
schools. Some projects are deferred, withdrawn or cancelled, and some schools 
have closed. Deferral or cancellation can be for a variety and sometimes a 
combination of reasons, but overall it will have been because the department did 
not believe the free school trust was ready to open a free school offering a good 
or better education. 
Contributory factors include a lack of site or building, insufficient pupil recruitment, 
under-developed leadership and/or governance arrangements. In each case, 
decisions will have been based on the progress of the project or school, and will 
have balanced the risk of opening on the original date, or remaining open, against 
all the elements needed to be in place for a successful school. 
In the case of open free schools, they will have closed because they were not 
delivering a good or better education. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47153/  

 
Free Schools: Admissions 

Roger Godsiff [47231] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the effect of removing the 50 per cent cap on religious selection in free 
schools on the ability of parents to get their children into a local school. 

Caroline Dinenage: We want a diverse range of schools to give parents greater 
choice and drive up standards. The proposals set out in our consultation, 'Schools 
that Work for Everyone', aim to increase local capacity by enabling a wider group 
of providers to establish new schools. The proposal to remove the 50 per cent cap 
on religious selection in new free schools has, for some faith groups, been a 
barrier to setting up new schools. The removal of the cap and the establishment of 
new faith schools will add to the overall stock of places and should increase 
choice for parents. 
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47153/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47153/
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47231/  
 

Faith Schools: Admissions 
Roger Godsiff [47232] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of changes to the cap on religious selection on the opening of new 
Catholic state schools. 

Caroline Dinenage: Some faith groups, including the Catholic Church, have felt 
unable to open new schools through the free schools route because they believe 
it contravenes religious rules. This has meant, for example, that in areas where 
there has been significant growth in the Catholic population, the Catholic Church 
has not set up sufficient school places to meet demand. 
We want more high quality providers to be able to set up new schools and we are 
consulting on how best to do that. The consultation document, 'Schools that work 
for everyone' is available at:  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47232/  
 

Schools: Admissions 
Roger Godsiff [47256] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, if she will make it her 
policy to allow Parliament to vote on (a) whether to remove the current 50 per cent cap 
on religious selection in free schools and (b) other changes to the schools admissions 
code. 

Caroline Dinenage: The Department is currently consulting on proposals to 
remove the 50% cap on faith admissions in new faith free schools. The outcome 
of the consultation and government response will be presented to Parliament. The 
consultation document, 'Schools that work for everyone', is available at:  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone 
Any changes to the Schools Admissions Code are subject to Parliamentary 
scrutiny. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47256/  
 

Free Schools: Admissions 
Roger Godsiff [47363] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what assessment 
she has made of the effect of removing the 50 per cent cap on religious selection in free 
schools on religious tolerance and integration. 

Caroline Dinenage: All schools must promote religious tolerance and integration 
whatever their character and ethos. The Department is currently consulting on 
proposals to replace the 50% cap on faith admissions in faith free schools with 
new measures to better promote inclusivity and community cohesion. The 
proposed measures, alongside existing requirements to promote fundamental 
British values, will apply to all new faith free schools with 100% faith admissions 
and help ensure that pupils are prepared for life in modern Britain. The 
consultation document is available at:  
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47363/  
 

Faith Schools: Standards 
Roger Godsiff [47704] To ask the  Secretary of  State for  Education,  what  assessment  
 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47231/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47231/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47232/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47232/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47256/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47256/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47363/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-07/47363/
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she has made of the effect of the selection processes used by faith schools on academic 
attainment in those schools. 

Caroline Dinenage: Faith schools are amongst some of the highest performing in 
this country and are more likely to be rated good or outstanding by Ofsted as 
compared to non-faith schools. The department does not routinely collect 
information about individual schools’ admission arrangements. Schools 
designated with a religious character can choose to give priority to children on the 
basis of their faith, where the school is oversubscribed. It is though for the 
admission authority of the school to decide whether or not to prioritise some or all 
of their places on the basis of faith within their oversubscription criteria. 
On 9th September the Prime Minister announced that we will remove the 50 per 
cent cap on new faith free schools and consult on a new set of much more 
effective requirements to ensure that new faith free schools are properly inclusive. 
The consultation document, 'Schools that work for everyone', is available 
at: https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-
everyone 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47704/  
 

Religion: Education 
Craig Whittaker [49850] To ask the Secretary of State for Education, what support she is 
providing to standing advisory councils on religious education for developing syllabuses. 

Nick Gibb: Local authorities currently receive funding through the Education 
Services Grant to support Standing Advisory Councils for Religious Education 
(SACREs) to develop an agreed syllabus for religious education (RE). Local 
authorities will continue to receive funding to develop an agreed syllabus for RE 
once the Education Services Grant has been removed. 
SACREs and Agreed Syllabus Conferences may use resources that meet the 
needs of the local area they serve, such as the Religious Education Council’s 
non-statutory framework for RE which can be found online at:  
http://resubjectreview.recouncil.org.uk/re-review-report 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49850/  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

House of Lords Written Answer 

Israel: Palestinians 
Baroness Tonge [HL2391] To ask Her Majesty’s Government what representations they 
have made to the government of Israel about the recent attacks in Silwan and the fatal 
shooting of Ali Alef Shyoukhi. 

Baroness Anelay of St Johns: While we have not made any representations to 
the Israeli authorities on this issue, we have an ongoing dialogue with the Israeli 
authorities about the Israel Defence Forces' use of live fire. We remain concerned 
by the use of force by Israeli security personnel in response to protests and 
security incidents. We regularly raise these concerns with the Israeli Government, 
stressing the need for proportionality and proper accountability. 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-
statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-18/HL2391/  
 
 
 

https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47704/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-10/47704/
http://resubjectreview.recouncil.org.uk/re-review-report
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49850/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Commons/2016-10-24/49850/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-18/HL2391/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-question/Lords/2016-10-18/HL2391/
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United Nations 

Expanding Settlements Threaten Viability of Future Palestinian State, Say 
Delegates, as Fourth Committee Concludes Debate on Illegal Practices 
Israel’s expanding settlements constituted blatant symbols of its occupation and 
threatened the viability of a prospective two-State solution to the conflict with the 
Palestinians …  
As it concluded its general debate on Israel’s practices in occupied Arab territories, 
delegates condemned violence by both Israeli settlers and security forces. …  
Lebanon’s representative decried the use of excessive force by Israel’s security forces, 
demanding: “Which security Israel is talking about when it continues to kill people?” … 
South Africa’s representative … expressed particular concern about [the] Bedouin 
community, who had been the most affected by home demolitions and who faced forcible 
transfer.  He also pointed to the increase in cases of settler violence against Palestinians 
… 
Speaking on behalf of the Arab Group, Saudi Arabia’s representative said the 
Government of Israel must be held criminally responsible for its actions. … 
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd625.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 

United Nations 

Racism, Xenophobia Increasing Globally, Experts Tell Third Committee, amid Calls 
for Laws to Combat Hate Speech, Concerns over Freedom of Expression 
Fifteen years since the adoption of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, 
racism and xenophobia were on the rise worldwide, four independent experts told the 
Third Committee … 
That resurgence was visible in public discourse, the media and political rhetoric 
delegates reported, and especially against migrants, refugees, people of African descent 
and others.  “We still live in a world where we witness politicians and leaders using 
hateful and divisive rhetoric to divide instead of unite societies,” said Anastasia Crickley, 
Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
Race-based police brutality and retaliatory killings, waves of hate crimes against 
minorities, and discrimination and violence towards migrants and refugees were all signs 
of pervasive racism …  
To read the full press release see 
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gashc4182.doc.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    ** new or updated today 

UK Parliament 

Arbitration and Mediation Service (Equality) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html  

 
 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gaspd625.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2016/gashc4182.doc.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/arbitrationandmediationservicesequality.html
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Assisted Dying Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html  

 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html  

 
Lobbying (Transparency) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html 

 
Wales Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations    ** new or updated today 

** closes today 
Proposals for the Provision of Strategic Support to the Voluntary and Community Sector 
[including faith-based organisations] in Northern Ireland 2017-2021 (closing date 2 
November 2016) 
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-
support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland 
 
** closes in 7 days 
Police Scotland Equalities Outcomes Review (closing date 9 November 2016) 
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-
review 
 
Cultural Property (Armed Conflicts) Bill (closing date no later than 17 November 2016  
but could be sooner) 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-
property-armed-conflicts-bill/  
 
Transformation of power in the Middle East and implications for UK policy  
(closing date 18 November 2016) 
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-
Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf  
 
Schools that Work for Everyone (closing date 12 December 2016) 
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view  
 
Northern Ireland Executive Draft Programme for Government (closing date 23 December 
2016) 
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation  
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on Racially and 
Religiously Aggravated Hate Crime (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html 
 
Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Policy on Prosecuting Crimes against 
Disabled People (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/assisteddying.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/culturalpropertyarmedconflicts.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/lobbyingtransparency.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/wales.html
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposals-provision-strategic-support-voluntary-and-community-sector-northern-ireland
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.scotland.police.uk/about-us/decision-making/public-consultation/equalities-outcomes-review
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-property-armed-conflicts-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/november/have-your-say-on-the-cultural-property-armed-conflicts-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/International-Relations-Committee/Call%20for%20Evidence%20-%20Middle%20East.pdf
https://consult.education.gov.uk/school-frameworks/schools-that-work-for-everyone/consult_view
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/publications/programme-government-consultation
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_rr_consultation_2016.html
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_dhc_consultation_2016.html
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Consultation on the Crown Prosecution Service Public Policy Statement on the 
prosecution of offences involving hostility on the grounds of sexual orientation and 
gender identity (closing date 9 January 2017) 
http://www.cps.gov.uk/consultations/hate_crime_ht_consultation_2016.html 
 
Draft Referendum Bill (closing date 11 January 2017) 
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0050/00507743.pdf 

TOP 
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